
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POPULATION 
DISTRIBUTION EFFECTS 

OF MIGRATION IN 
AUSTRALIA 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Graeme Hugo 

ARC Australian Professorial Fellow, Professor of Geography and  

Director of the National Centre for Social Applications of GIS, 

The University of Adelaide 

 

Dr Kevin Harris 

National Centre for Social Applications of GIS, 

The University of Adelaide 

 

Report for Department of Immigration and Citizenship 

 

March 2011 

 

 



CONTENTS 

 

CONTENTS i 

LIST OF TABLES................................................................................................................ viii 

LIST OF FIGURES ............................................................................................................. xvii 

GLOSSARY xxi 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ................................................................................................. xxii 

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................... 1 

1.1 INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................... 1 

1.2 OUTLINE OF THE STUDY........................................................................... 1 

1.3 INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION ................................................................. 2 

1.4 AUSTRALIA’S DISTINCTIVE POPULATION DISTRIBUTION .............. 3 

1.5 DATA SOURCES ........................................................................................... 5 

1.6 DATA USED IN THIS REPORT.................................................................. 10 

1.7 METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES.................................................................... 11 

1.7.1 Identifying ‘Sinks’ and ‘Sources’.................................................... 12 

1.7.2 Preparation of Mobility Data for Selected Local Government 
Authorities ....................................................................................... 12 

CHAPTER 2. POPULATION MOBILITY IN AUSTRALIA............................................. 15 

2.1 INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 15 

2.2 NET MIGRATION IN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS ................................... 15 

2.3 GENDER AND INTERNAL MIGRATION................................................. 20 

2.4 INTERNAL MIGRATION OF POPULATION AGED 65 YEARS 
AND OLDER, 2001-2006 ............................................................................. 25 

2.5 INTERNAL MIGRATION OF POPULATION AGED 45-64 YEARS, 
2001-2006 ...................................................................................................... 29 

2.6 INTERNAL MIGRATION OF POPULATION AGED 25-44 YEARS, 
2001-2006 ...................................................................................................... 32 

2.7 INTERNAL MIGRATION OF POPULATION AGED 15-24 YEARS, 
2001-2006 ...................................................................................................... 35 

2.8 INTERNAL MIGRATION OF POPULATION AGED 0-14 YEARS, 
2001-2006 ...................................................................................................... 38 

2.9 INTERNAL MIGRATION OF THE AUSTRALIA-BORN, 2001-2006 ..... 40 

2.10 INTERNAL MIGRATION IN THE OVERSEAS-BORN............................ 43 

2.10.1 Introduction ..................................................................................... 43 

2.10.2 Internal Migration of Mainly English Speaking Country-Born, 
2001-2006........................................................................................ 46 



 ii

2.10.3 Internal Mobility of the Mainly Non-English Speaking 
Country-Born, 2001-2006 ............................................................... 48 

2.10.4 Mobility of Mainly Non-English Speaking Country-Born 
Who Speak English Well or Very Well, 2001-2006 ....................... 50 

2.11 INTERNAL MIGRATION AND HUMAN CAPITAL IN 
AUSTRALIA, 2001-2006.............................................................................. 53 

2.11.1 Internal Migration and Level of Education, 2001-2006.................. 53 

2.11.2 Internal Migration and Occupation, 2001-2006 .............................. 60 

2.11.3 Internal Migration and Income, 2001-2006..................................... 70 

2.11.4 Internal Migration and Industry, 2001-2006 ................................... 78 

2.11.5 Internal Migration and Labour Force Status, 2001-2006 ................ 86 

2.12 SUMMARY................................................................................................... 95 

CHAPTER 3. Measuring the effectiveness of internal  migration, 2001-2006 .................... 97 

3.1 INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 97 

3.1.1 Data compatibility issues................................................................. 98 

3.2 MIGRATION EFFECTIVENESS................................................................. 98 

3.3 INTERNAL MIGRATION EFFECTIVENESS, 2001-2006 ........................ 99 

3.3.1 Mobility of total population............................................................. 99 

3.3.2 Mobility of males and females in total population........................ 101 

3.3.3 Mobility of persons aged 15-24..................................................... 104 

3.3.4 Mobility of persons aged 45-64..................................................... 106 

3.3.5 Mobility of persons aged 65 and over ........................................... 108 

3.4 INTERNAL MIGRATION AMONG THE WORKFORCE, 2001-2006 ... 110 

3.4.1 Mobility of Employed Persons...................................................... 110 

3.4.2 Mobility of Unemployed Persons.................................................. 112 

3.4.3 Mobility of Persons employed in primary industries .................... 114 

3.4.4 Mobility of Persons employed in mining industries...................... 116 

3.4.5 Mobility of Persons employed in secondary industries................. 117 

3.4.6 Mobility of Persons employed in tertiary industries ..................... 119 

3.4.7 Mobility of professionals and managers........................................ 121 

3.4.8 Mobility of technical and tradespersons........................................ 122 

3.4.9 Mobility of operators, drivers and labourers ................................. 124 

3.4.10 Mobility of high income earners ................................................... 127 

3.4.11 Mobility of highly qualified persons ............................................. 128 

3.4.12 Mobility of recently arrived migrants............................................ 130 

3.4.13 Mobility of longer term migrants .................................................. 132 



 iii

3.4.14 Migration effectiveness, 2001-2006: Summary ............................ 133 

3.5 RELATING NET MIGRATION TO POPULATION CHANGE............... 135 

3.5.1 Net migration and population change – total population .............. 136 

3.5.2 Net migration and population change – employed population...... 138 

3.5.3 Net migration and population change – unemployed 
population ...................................................................................... 140 

3.5.4 Net migration and population change – NILF population............. 142 

3.5.5 Net migration and population change – professional and 
managerial population ................................................................... 143 

3.5.6 Net migration and population change – technical and trades 
occupations .................................................................................... 145 

3.5.7 Net migration and population change – operators, drivers and 
labourer occupations...................................................................... 145 

3.5.8 Net migration and population change – persons with a 
bachelor degree or higher .............................................................. 146 

3.5.9 Net migration and population change – recently arrived 
migrants ......................................................................................... 148 

3.5.10 Net migration and population change – longer term migrants ...... 150 

3.5.11 Net migration and population change, 2001-2006: Summary....... 151 

CHAPTER 4. INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND ITS IMPACT ON 
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION ........................................................................... 156 

4.1 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................... 156 

4.2 INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND ITS EFFECTS ON 
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION ............................................................... 156 

4.3 DISTRIBUTION OF AUSTRALIA-BORN AND OVERSEAS-BORN 
POPULATIONS IN AUSTRALIA, 2006 ................................................... 161 

4.3.1 Introduction ................................................................................... 161 

4.3.2 Changing Distribution between States and Territories.................. 164 

4.3.3 Overseas-Born in Urban Areas...................................................... 166 

4.3.4 Overseas-Born in Non-Metropolitan Areas................................... 171 

4.3.5 The Role of Policy......................................................................... 174 

4.3.6 The Distribution of the Overseas-Born ......................................... 177 

4.3.7 Distribution of Overseas-Born by Length of Time in Australia.... 180 

4.3.8 Distribution of Overseas-Born by Birthplace................................ 187 

4.4 TEMPORARY MIGRATION..................................................................... 191 

4.5 SUMMARY................................................................................................. 193 

CHAPTER 5. INTERNAL MIGRATION OF RECENT MIGRANTS ............................. 195 

5.1 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................... 195 



 iv

5.2 CHAPTER OUTLINE AND CONTEXT.................................................... 195 

5.3 INTERNAL MIGRATION OF RECENT MIGRANTS IN 
AUSTRALIA, 2001-2006............................................................................ 199 

5.3.1 Total Internal Migration between Statistical Divisions................. 199 

5.3.2 Internal Migration of Recent Migrants, Gender ............................ 208 

5.3.3 Internal Migration of Recent Migrants Aged 25-44 Years, 
2001-2006...................................................................................... 213 

5.3.4 Internal Migration of Recent Migrants and Language 
Proficiency, 2001-2006 ................................................................. 215 

5.4 INTERNAL MIGRATION OF RECENT MIGRANTS AND HUMAN 
CAPITAL, 2001-2006 ................................................................................. 217 

5.4.1 Introduction ................................................................................... 217 

5.4.2 Internal Migration of Recent Migrants and Level of 
Education, 2001-2006.................................................................... 218 

5.4.3 Internal Migration of Recent Migrants and Occupation, 2001-
2006 ............................................................................................... 221 

5.4.4 Mobility and Labour Force Status, 2001-2006.............................. 223 

5.5 SUMMARY................................................................................................. 227 

CHAPTER 6. INTERNAL MIGRATION OVER 2005-06 ............................................... 229 

6.1 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................... 229 

6.2 COMPARING FIVE YEAR AND ONE YEAR INTERNAL 
MIGRATION............................................................................................... 229 

6.3 FIVE YEAR AND ONE YEAR POPULATION CHANGE ...................... 230 

6.4 INTERNAL MIGRATION BETWEEN 2005-06 ....................................... 232 

6.5 ONE YEAR MIGRATION OF RECENT MIGRANTS............................. 232 

6.5.1 Introduction ................................................................................... 232 

6.5.2 Comparing One Year and Five Year Internal Migration 
Among Recent Migrants................................................................ 234 

6.5.3 One Year Migration of Recent Migrants....................................... 235 

6.6 SUMMARY................................................................................................. 236 

CHAPTER 7. EFFECTS OF RECENT MIGRATION ON  POPULATION 
COMPOSITION IN REGIONS............................................................................... 238 

7.1 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................... 238 

7.1.1 Impact of recent migration on total population and age................ 238 

7.1.2 Labour force impacts from recent migration................................. 240 

7.1.3 Industry of employment by recent migrants.................................. 242 

7.1.4 Recent migration and occupation .................................................. 244 

7.1.5 Impact of recent migration on income levels ................................ 244 



 v

7.1.6 Recent migration and levels of educational attainment................. 247 

7.1.7 Recent migration and housing tenure ............................................ 249 

7.2 SYDNEY STATISTICAL DIVISION ........................................................ 253 

7.2.1 Recent migrants’ impact on age structure ..................................... 253 

7.2.2 Recent migrants and labour force status........................................ 254 

7.2.3 Impact of recent migration on industry of occupation .................. 256 

7.2.4 Impact of recent migrants on occupation structure ....................... 256 

7.2.5 Income profile of recent migrants ................................................. 257 

7.2.6 Effect of recent migration on educational attainment levels ......... 258 

7.2.7 Recent migrants and housing tenure.............................................. 259 

7.3 MELBOURNE STATISTICAL DIVISION................................................ 260 

7.3.1 Recent migrants’ impact on age structure ..................................... 260 

7.3.2 Recent migrants and labour force status........................................ 261 

7.3.3 Impact of recent migration on industry of occupation .................. 262 

7.3.4 Impact of recent migrants on occupation structure ....................... 262 

7.3.5 Income profile of recent migrants ................................................. 263 

7.3.6 Effect of recent migration on educational attainment levels ......... 263 

7.3.7 Recent migrants and housing tenure.............................................. 264 

7.4 BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION..................................................... 265 

7.4.1 Recent migrants’ impact on age structure ..................................... 265 

7.4.2 Recent migrants and labour force status........................................ 266 

7.4.3 Impact of recent migration on industry of occupation .................. 267 

7.4.4 Impact of recent migrants on occupation structure ....................... 268 

7.4.5 Income profile of recent migrants ................................................. 268 

7.4.6 Effect of recent migration on educational attainment levels ......... 269 

7.4.7 Recent migrants and housing tenure.............................................. 269 

7.5 PERTH STATISTICAL DIVISION............................................................ 270 

7.5.1 Recent migrants and labour force status........................................ 271 

7.5.2 Impact of recent migration on industry of occupation .................. 272 

7.5.3 Impact of recent migrants on occupation structure ....................... 272 

7.5.4 Income levels of recent migrants................................................... 273 

7.5.5 Effect of recent migration on educational attainment levels ......... 273 

7.5.6 Recent migrants and housing tenure.............................................. 274 

7.6 ADELAIDE STATISTICAL DIVISION .................................................... 275 

7.6.1 Recent migrants’ impact on age structure ..................................... 275 



 vi

7.6.2 Recent migrants and labour force status........................................ 276 

7.6.3 Impact of recent migration on industry of occupation .................. 276 

7.6.4 Impact of recent migrants on occupation structure ....................... 277 

7.6.5 Income profile of recent migrants ................................................. 277 

7.6.6 Effect of recent migration on educational attainment levels ......... 278 

7.6.7 Recent migrants and housing tenure.............................................. 278 

7.7 HOBART, CANBERRA AND DARWIN STATISTICAL 
DIVISIONS.................................................................................................. 279 

7.7.1 Recent migrants and labour force status........................................ 280 

7.7.2 Impact of recent migration on industry of occupation .................. 281 

7.7.3 Impact of recent migrants on occupation structure ....................... 281 

7.7.4 Income levels of recent migrants................................................... 282 

7.7.5 Effect of recent migration on educational attainment levels ......... 282 

7.7.6 Recent migrants and housing tenure.............................................. 283 

7.8 SUMMARY................................................................................................. 284 

7.9 THE EFFECTS OF RECENT MIGRANTS ON NATURAL 
INCREASE.................................................................................................. 285 

7.9.1 Introduction ................................................................................... 285 

7.9.2 A Methodology for Estimating Recent Migrants’ Impact on 
Births and Natural Increase ........................................................... 285 

7.9.3 Estimates of Recent Migrants’ Contribution to Natural 
Increase in Australian capital cities ............................................... 286 

7.9.4 Capital City and Rest of State Comparison................................... 287 

7.9.5 The Role of Natural Increase......................................................... 288 

7.9.6 Summary........................................................................................ 288 

CHAPTER 8. FUTURE MIGRATION AND POPULATION DISTRIBUTION ............. 289 

8.1 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................... 289 

8.2 ASSESSING THE FUTURE OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 
IN AUSTRALIA.......................................................................................... 293 

8.2.1 Introduction ................................................................................... 293 

8.2.2 Ageing of the Australian Population ............................................. 294 

8.2.3 Economic Drivers .......................................................................... 295 

8.2.4 The Environment and Climate Change ......................................... 296 

8.2.5 The Role of Migration Networks .................................................. 297 

8.2.6 The Linkage with Temporary Migration....................................... 298 

8.2.7 Emigration ..................................................................................... 299 

8.3 SOME NET OVERSEAS MIGRATION (NOM) ISSUES......................... 299 



 vii

8.4 WHAT NET MIGRATION ASSUMPTIONS FOR AUSTRALIA 
SHOULD BE USED TO EXAMINE REGIONAL IMPACTS UP TO 
2021?............................................................................................................ 300 

8.5 PROJECTED POPULATION GROWTH IN REGIONS ........................... 305 

8.5.1 Introduction ................................................................................... 305 

8.5.1 New South Wales .......................................................................... 306 

8.5.2 Victoria .......................................................................................... 308 

8.5.3 Queensland .................................................................................... 310 

8.5.4 South Australia .............................................................................. 313 

8.5.5 Western Australia .......................................................................... 317 

8.5.6 Tasmania........................................................................................ 318 

8.5.7 Northern Territory ......................................................................... 320 

8.5.8 Australian Capital Territory .......................................................... 321 

8.5.9 Summarising a Scenario of Future Regional Population 
Change........................................................................................... 322 

8.6 POLICIES TO INFLUENCE WHERE MIGRANTS SETTLE.................. 324 

8.7 IMPLICATIONS OF FUTURE MIGRATION FOR REGIONAL 
AUSTRALIA............................................................................................... 328 

8.7.1 Population Policy........................................................................... 328 

8.7.2 Immigration Policy........................................................................ 329 

8.7.3 Regional Development Policy ....................................................... 333 

8.7.4 Settlement Services ....................................................................... 335 

8.7.5 Planning and Delivery of Government Services ........................... 337 

8.7.6 Housing Requirements .................................................................. 339 

8.7.7 Liveability, Productivity and Sustainability .................................. 340 

8.7.8 Community Harmony, Cohesion and Acceptance of Diversity .... 345 

REFERENCES ........................................................................................................ 348 

 



 viii

 
LIST OF TABLES 

Table 1.1: Australia:  Permanent, Long and Short Term Arrivals and Departures, 
1996-2001 and 2001-2006 ............................................................................... 6 

Table 1.2: Overseas Persons Temporarily Present in Australia on the Night of the 
Census .............................................................................................................. 6 

Table 1.3: Australia:  Number of Persons Temporarily Present, 30 June 1999-
2008.................................................................................................................. 7 

Table 1.4: Settler Arrivals and Departures to Australia, 1996-97 to 2000-2001 .............. 8 

Table 1.5: Australia:  Overseas-Born Population Resident Less Than Five Years, 
1981-2001 ........................................................................................................ 9 

Table 1.6: Australia:  Australia-Born and Overseas-Born, Period of Residence by 
Section of State, 2001 ...................................................................................... 9 

Table 2.1: Australian Statistical Division:  Intrastate and Interstate Internal 
Migration, 2001-2006 .................................................................................... 17 

Table 2.2: Australia Statistical Divisions:  Major Sinks and Sources of Net 
Internal Migration, 2001-2006....................................................................... 18 

Table 2.3: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Net Migration 2001-2006, Sex Ratio 
of Largest Gains and Losses .......................................................................... 20 

Table 2.4: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Males, 2001-
2006................................................................................................................ 22 

Table 2.5: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Females, 2001-
2006................................................................................................................ 24 

Table 2.6: Australia:  Projected Growth of the Population by Age, 2006-51................. 25 

Table 2.7: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Migration of Persons Aged 65 Years 
and Over, 2001-2006 ..................................................................................... 28 

Table 2.8: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 
45-64 Years, 2001-02006............................................................................... 31 

Table 2.9: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 
25-44 Years, 2001-2006................................................................................. 34 

Table 2.10: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 
15-24 Years, 2001-2006................................................................................. 37 

Table 2.11: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 0-
14 Years, 2001-2006...................................................................................... 39 

Table 2.12: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Australia-Born 
Persons, 2001-2006........................................................................................ 41 

Table 2.13: Australia:  Mobility of Australia-Born and Overseas-Born, 2001-2006 ....... 44 

Table 2.14: Australia:  Birthplace by Usual Residence 5 Years Ago, 2006 ..................... 44 

Table 2.15: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of MESC-Born 
Persons, 2001-2006........................................................................................ 47 



 ix

Table 2.16: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of MNESC-Born 
Persons, 2001-2006........................................................................................ 49 

Table 2.17: Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of MNESC-Born 
Persons Who Speak English Well or Very Well, 2001-2006 ........................ 52 

Table 2.18: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of MNESC-born 
persons who speak English not well or not at all, 2001-2006 ....................... 53 

Table 2.19: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with a 
Bachelor degree or higher qualification, 2001-2006 ..................................... 54 

Table 2.20: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with a 
certificate or diploma qualification, 2001-2006............................................. 56 

Table 2.21: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with 
Year 12 schooling or less, 2001-2006............................................................ 59 

Table 2.22: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in professional and managerial occupations, 2001-2006 .............. 61 

Table 2.23: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with 
technical and trades occupations, 2001-2006 ................................................ 63 

Table 2.24: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in clerical and sales occupations, 2001-2006................................ 65 

Table 2.25: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons in 
community and personal services occupation, 2001-2006 ............................ 67 

Table 2.26: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed as operators, drivers and labourers, 2001-2006 ............................ 69 

Table 2.27: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with 
income of $1600 or more per week, 2001-2006 ............................................ 71 

Table 2.28: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with 
income $1000-$1599 per week, 2001-2006................................................... 73 

Table 2.29: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with 
income $400-$999 per week, 2001-2006....................................................... 75 

Table 2.30: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with 
income between $1-$399 per week, statistical divisions, 2001-2006............ 77 

Table 2.31: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in primary industry, 2001-2006..................................................... 79 

Table 2.32: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in mining industry, 2001-2006...................................................... 81 

Table 2.33: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in secondary industry, 2001-2006 ................................................. 83 

Table 2.34: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in tertiary industry, 2001-2006...................................................... 85 

Table 2.35: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons working 
full time, 2001-2006....................................................................................... 87 



 x

Table 2.36: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons working 
part time, 2001-2006...................................................................................... 89 

Table 2.37: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of unemployed 
persons, 2001-2006........................................................................................ 92 

Table 2.38: Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons not in 
the labour force, 2001-2006........................................................................... 94 

Table 3.1: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, Total 
Populations, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ............................................. 101 

Table 3.2: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
Males, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ...................................................... 103 

Table 3.3: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
Females, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006................................................... 104 

Table 3.4: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
persons aged 15-24 years, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ....................... 105 

Table 3.5: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
persons aged 45-64 years, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ....................... 107 

Table 3.6: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
persons aged 65 years and older, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006............. 109 

Table 3.7: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
employed persons, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ................................... 111 

Table 3.8: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
unemployed persons, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ............................... 113 

Table 3.9: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
primary industry, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ..................................... 115 

Table 3.10: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
mining industry, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006....................................... 116 

Table 3.11: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
secondary industry, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006.................................. 118 

Table 3.12: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
tertiary industry, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ...................................... 120 

Table 3.13: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
professionals and managers, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006.................... 122 

Table 3.14: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
technical and tradespersons, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................... 124 

Table 3.15: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
operators, drivers and labourers, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ............. 126 

Table 3.16: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, high 
income earners, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006........................................ 127 

Table 3.17: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, highly 
qualified persons, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006..................................... 129 



 xi

Table 3.18: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, 
recently arrived migrants, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006........................ 131 

Table 3.19: NIM, MER and Net Migration as Percent of Population Change, longer 
term migrants, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006.......................................... 133 

Table 3.20: Interpreting Net Migration as a percentage of Population Change.............. 135 

Table 3.21: Net Migration and Population Change – Total Population, Statistical 
Divisions, 2001-2006................................................................................... 137 

Table 3.22: Net Migration and Population Change – Working Population, 
Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................................................. 139 

Table 3.23: Net Migration and Population Change – Unemployed Population, 
Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................................................. 141 

Table 3.24: Net Migration and Population Change – NILF Population, Statistical 
Divisions, 2001-2006................................................................................... 143 

Table 3.25: Net Migration and Population Change – Professional and Managerial 
Population, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006............................................... 144 

Table 3.26: Net Migration and Population Change – Technical and Trades 
Occupations, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ............................................ 146 

Table 3.27: Net Migration and Population Change – Operators, Drivers and 
Labourer occupations, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ............................. 147 

Table 3.28: Net Migration and Population Change – Persons with a Bachelor 
Degree or Higher, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................... 148 

Table 3.29: Net Migration and Population Change – migrants arriving after 1996, 
Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................................................. 150 

Table 3.30: Dominant “sinks” and “sources, statistical divisions, 2001-2006 ............... 152 

Table 3.31: Net Migration and Population Change – long term migrants, Statistical 
Divisions, 2001-2006................................................................................... 153 

Table 3.32: Comparing Net Migration and Population Change by Various Mobility 
Groups, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................................... 154 

Table 4.1: Usual residence overseas in 2001, total population, statistical divisions, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 157 

Table 4.2: Usual residence overseas in 2001, total population by age, statistical 
divisions, 2006 ............................................................................................. 158 

Table 4.3: Usual residence overseas in 2001, arrivals 2002-06, statistical 
divisions, 2006 ............................................................................................. 159 

Table 4.4: Usual residence overseas in 2001, arrivals 2002-06 by sex, statistical 
divisions, 2006 ............................................................................................. 160 

Table 4.5: Usual residence overseas in 2001, arrivals 2002-06 by age, statistical 
divisions, 2006 ............................................................................................. 161 

Table 4.6: Distribution of Australia-Born and Overseas-Born Population Between 
Major Urban, Other Urban and Rural Areas, 1947-2006 ............................ 162 



 xii

Table 4.7: Number and Percentage of Overseas-Born Persons Resident in Capital 
Cities by Origin and Length of Residence, 1986, 2001 and 2006 ............... 162 

Table 4.8: Remoteness Area Categories:  Breakdown According to Birthplace, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 164 

Table 4.9: Remoteness Area Categories:  Percentage of Population Born 
Overseas, 2006............................................................................................. 164 

Table 4.10: Australian States and Territories:  Percentage Distribution of the 
Population by Birthplace and Overseas-Born Arriving in the Last Five 
Years, 2001 and 2006 .................................................................................. 165 

Table 4.11: Australian States and Territories:  Natural Increase, Net Overseas 
Migration, Net Interstate Migration and Total Population Growth, 
Financial Years, 2001-2006......................................................................... 166 

Table 4.12: Distribution of LOTE (Language Other Than English Spoken at 
Home) and MES Overseas-Born Population Between States and 
Territories, 2001-2006 ................................................................................. 166 

Table 4.13: Sydney and Melbourne Statistical Divisions: Proportion of Population 
Overseas-Born, 1947-2006 .......................................................................... 167 

Table 4.14: Australia:  Percentage of Immigrants Arriving in Five Years Prior to 
the Census Settling in Capital Cities, Rest of State and Sydney, 1991-
2006.............................................................................................................. 168 

Table 4.15: Australia:  Birthplace Groups With the Highest Concentration in Major 
Cities, 2006 .................................................................................................. 168 

Table 4.16: Australia:  Birthplace Groups With the Lowest Concentration in Major 
Cities, 2006 .................................................................................................. 169 

Table 4.17: Representation and Growth of Major Overseas Birthplace Groups, 
1981, 1991, 2001 and 2006 in Sydney......................................................... 171 

Table 4.18: Number of Immigrants with Visas Granted Under the State Specific 
Regional Migration Mechanisms and Their Proportion of the Total 
Non-Humanitarian Intake, 1997-98 to 2005-06........................................... 174 

Table 4.19: Australia:  Indexes of Dissimilarity between Different Types of 
International Migration between States and Territories, 2004-05 ............... 175 

Table 4.20: Distribution of Australia- and Overseas-born, statistical divisions, 2006 ... 178 

Table 4.21: Australia- and Overseas-born, capital city statistical division and rest 
of state/territory, 2006.................................................................................. 180 

Table 4.22: Arrivals pre 1997 and post 1996, statistical divisions, 2006 ....................... 181 

Table 4.23: Overseas-born arriving pre 1997 and post 1996, capital city statistical 
divisions and rest of state/territory, 2006..................................................... 182 

Table 4.24: Arrivals 1997-2001 and 2002-06, statistical divisions, 2006 ...................... 185 

Table 4.25: Distribution of persons arriving 1997-2001 and 2002-06, capital city 
statistical divisions and rest of state/territory, 2006..................................... 186 

Table 4.26: Distribution migrants by MESC and MNESC category, statistical 
divisions, 2006 ............................................................................................. 188 



 xiii

Table 4.27: MESC and MNESC migrants, capital city statistical divisions and rest 
of state/territory, 2006.................................................................................. 189 

Table 5.1: Internal migration and Migration Effectiveness Ratio, Selected Groups 
by State, 2001-2006 ..................................................................................... 197 

Table 5.2: Subgroups omitted from analysis................................................................. 199 

Table 5.3: Net Migration, Recent Migrants, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006............. 200 

Table 5.4: Sydney Statistical Divisions, Internal Migration by Birthplace, 1996-
2001 and 2001-2006 .................................................................................... 202 

Table 5.5: Sydney Statistical Division:  Industry by Birthplace by Year of Arrival, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 205 

Table 5.6: Interstate mobility, recent migrants, States, 2001-2006 .............................. 207 

Table 5.7: Sex Ratio of Recent Migrant Internal Migration 2001-2006....................... 208 

Table 5.8: Internal Migration of Recent Migrant Males, Statistical Divisions, 
2001-2006 .................................................................................................... 210 

Table 5.9: Internal Migration of Recent Migrant Females, Statistical Divisions, 
2001-2006 .................................................................................................... 212 

Table 5.10: Internal Migration of Recent Migrants Aged 25-44 Years, Statistical 
Divisions, 2001-2006................................................................................... 214 

Table 5.11: Internal Migration of Recent Migrants Who Speak English Well or 
Very Well, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ............................................... 216 

Table 5.12: Mobility of Recent Migrants With a Bachelor Degree or Higher 
Qualification, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006........................................... 219 

Table 5.13: Mobility of Recent Migrants with Year 12 Schooling or Less, 
Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................................................. 221 

Table 5.14: Mobility of Recent Migrants Employed in Professional and Managerial 
Occupations, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 ............................................ 222 

Table 5.15: Mobility of Recent Migrants Working Full Time, Statistical Divisions, 
2001-2006 .................................................................................................... 223 

Table 5.16: Internal Migration of Recent Migrants Working Part Time, Statistical 
Divisions, 2001-2006................................................................................... 226 

Table 6.1: Comparing Internal Migration between Statistical Divisions Based on 
2001-2006 and 2005-06 Data....................................................................... 230 

Table 6.2: Estimated Resident Population, Statistical Divisions, 2001, 2005 and 
2006.............................................................................................................. 231 

Table 6.3: Usual Residence in 2005, Recent Migrants by Year of Arrival, 
Australia, 2006............................................................................................. 233 

Table 6.4: Immigrants Who Arrived Between 2001 and 2005 Migrating Between 
Statistical Divisions, 2005-06 ...................................................................... 233 

Table 6.5: Comparing Internal Migration of Recent Migrants Based on 2001-2006 
and 2005-06 Data......................................................................................... 234 



 xiv

Table 6.6: Internal Migration of Recent Migrants, Statistical Divisions, 2005-06....... 236 

Table 7.1: Contribution of recently arrived migrants on population structure, 2006 ... 239 

Table 7.2: Recent Arrivals as proportion of total population, Capital City SDs, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 240 

Table 7.3: Contribution of recently arrived migrants on labour force structure, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 241 

Table 7.4: Recent Arrivals as proportion of total labour force, Capital City SDs, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 242 

Table 7.5: Contribution of recently arrived migrants on industry of occupation, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 243 

Table 7.6: Recent Arrivals impact on industry of occupation, Capital City, 2006 ....... 243 

Table 7.7: Contribution of recently arrived migrants on occupation structure, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 245 

Table 7.8: Recent Arrivals impact on occupation structure, Capital City SDs, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 245 

Table 7.9: Contribution of recently arrived migrants on individual income levels, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 246 

Table 7.10: Recent arrivals impact on income structure, Capital City Statistical 
Divisions, 2006 ............................................................................................ 246 

Table 7.11: Contribution of recently arrived migrants on education levels, 2006.......... 247 

Table 7.12: Recent Arrivals impact on educational levels, Capital City SDs, 2006....... 248 

Table 7.13: Contribution of recently arrived migrants on housing tenure...................... 250 

Table 7.14: Recent Arrivals impact on tenure types, Capital City SDs, 2006................ 251 

Table 7.15: Contribution of recently arrived migrants on size of dwelling, 2006 .......... 252 

Table 7.16: Recent Arrivals impact on size of dwelling, Capital City SDs, 2006.......... 253 

Table 7.17: Dependency ratios, recent arrivals, remainder population, and total, 
statistical divisions, 2006 ............................................................................. 255 

Table 7.18: Capital cities, Recent Migrants by Age and Sex, 2006................................ 285 

Table 7.19: Statistical Divisions:  Number of Children Born to Recent Migrants to 
2006.............................................................................................................. 286 

Table 7.20: Estimated births to Recent Migrant Women Arriving Between 1996 
and 2006, and Estimated Number of Births in Capital Cities, 1996-
2006.............................................................................................................. 286 

Table 7.21: Capital Cities and Rest of State/Territory:  Number of Children Born to 
Recent Migrants to 2006.............................................................................. 287 

Table 8.1: Australia: Projected Growth Rates of the Population by Age, 2006-
2031.............................................................................................................. 291 

Table 8.2: Australia: Net Overseas Migration Assumptions, 2005 and 2008 
Projections.................................................................................................... 293 

Table 8.3: Policies required to meet the Challenge of Ageing ..................................... 295 



 xv

Table 8.4: Projected Employment Growth by Scenario................................................ 296 

Table 8.5: Australia:  Net Overseas Migration, 2003-09 .............................................. 300 

Table 8.6: Australia:  Permanent Additions to Resident Population ............................ 300 

Table 8.7: ABS Migration (NOM) Assumptions:  2008 Projections............................ 302 

Table 8.8: ABS Projections Series, Assumptions Used................................................ 303 

Table 8.9: Assumed Net Overseas Migration:  State/Territory Share .......................... 304 

Table 8.10: States:  Net Overseas Migration, 2005-09 ................................................... 305 

Table 8.11: Australian States:  Comparison of Actual Net Gain of Migrants 
Compared with Series A, ABS Projections, 2006-09 .................................. 305 

Table 8.12: New South Wales:  Total Projected Change in Population Due to Net 
International and Internal Migration, 2006-21............................................. 307 

Table 8.13: New South Wales: Projections of Population of Statistical Divisions, 
2006-21 ........................................................................................................ 308 

Table 8.14: Victoria:  Projected Change in Population Due to Net International and 
Internal Migration, 2006-21......................................................................... 308 

Table 8.15: Victoria: Projections of Population of Statistical Divisions, 2006-21......... 310 

Table 8.16: Queensland:  Projected Change in Population Due to Net International 
and Internal Migration, 2006-21 .................................................................. 310 

Table 8.17: Queensland: Projections of Population of Statistical Divisions, 2006-21 ... 311 

Table 8.18: South Australia:  Projected Change in Population Due to Net 
International and Internal Migration, 2006-21............................................. 313 

Table 8.19: Net Interstate Migration by Birthplace, South Australia, 1981-86, 
1986-91, 1991-96 and 1996-2006................................................................ 315 

Table 8.20: South Australia: Interstate Migration, 1996-2001, 2001-2006.................... 315 

Table 8.21: South Australia:  Interstate In and Out Migrants by Birthplace Region, 
1996-2006 and 2001-2006 ........................................................................... 316 

Table 8.22: South Australia: Projections of Population of Statistical Divisions,  
2006-21 ........................................................................................................ 316 

Table 8.23: Western Australia:  Projected Change in Population Due to Net 
International and Internal Migration, 2006-21............................................. 317 

Table 8.24: Western Australia: Projections of Population of Statistical Divisions, 
2006-21 ........................................................................................................ 318 

Table 8.25: Tasmania:  Projected Change in Population Due to Net International 
and Internal Migration, 2006-21 .................................................................. 319 

Table 8.26: The Maximum Permissible Population of Australia, Limited by Water 
Potentially Available.................................................................................... 319 

Table 8.27: Tasmania: Projections of Population of Statistical Divisions, 2006-21 ...... 320 

Table 8.28: Northern Territory:  Projected Change in Population Due to Net 
International and Internal Migration, 2006-21............................................. 320 



 xvi

Table 8.29: Northern Territory: Projections of Population of Statistical Divisions, 
2006-21 ........................................................................................................ 321 

Table 8.30: Australian Capital Territory:  Projected Change in Population Due to 
Net International and Internal Migration, 2006-21...................................... 322 

Table 8.31: Reasons Given by SSRM Settlers for Considering Settling in South 
Australia, 2006............................................................................................. 338 



 xvii

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 1.1:  Shifts in the Australian Population Centroid, 1911-2006................................ 4 

Figure 1.2:  Australia:  Population Centroids of Subgroups in 2006 .................................. 4 

Figure 1.3:  Australia:  Temporary Migration, 1986-87 to 2008-09 ................................... 6 

Figure 1.4:  Australia:  Statistical Divisions, 2006............................................................ 11 

Figure 2.1:  Sydney Statistical Division:  Net Internal and International Migration, 
1971-2006 ...................................................................................................... 16 

Figure 2.2:  Australia:  Net Migration for Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006..................... 19 

Figure 2.3:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Net Migration of Males, 2001-2006 ......... 23 

Figure 2.4:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Females, 2001-
2006................................................................................................................ 25 

Figure 2.5:  Australia:  Total Persons Aged 65 Years and Over, 2006 ............................. 26 

Figure 2.6:  Australia:  Age-Sex Structure of Capital Cities and Rest of State, 2006....... 26 

Figure 2.7:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 
65 Years and Over, 2001-2006 ...................................................................... 29 

Figure 2.8:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 
45-64 Years, 2001-2006................................................................................. 32 

Figure 2.9:  Australia:  Age-Specific Mobility Rates by Sex, 2001-2006 ........................ 33 

Figure 2.10:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 
25-44 Years, 2001-2006................................................................................. 35 

Figure 2.11:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 
15-24 Years, 2001-2006................................................................................. 38 

Figure 2.12:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Persons Aged 0-
14 Years, 2001-2006...................................................................................... 40 

Figure 2.13:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of Australia-Born, 
Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................................................... 42 

Figure 2.14:  Australia-Born Internal Net Migration Capital Cities from Non-
Metropolitan Statistical Divisions by Age and Sex, 2001-2006.................... 42 

Figure 2.15:  Australia-Born Internal Net Migration Sydney Statistical Division to 
Rest of NSW by Age and Sex, 2001-2006 .................................................... 43 

Figure 2.16:  Australia:  Age-Sex Structure of the Population by Birthplace, 2006........... 44 

Figure 2.17:  Australia:  Age-Specific Mobility Rates, Australia-Born and Overseas-
Born, 2001-2006 ............................................................................................ 45 

Figure 2.18:  Australia:  Age-Specific Mobility Rates by Birthplace, 2001-2006.............. 46 

Figure 2.19:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of MESC-Born 
Persons, 2001-2006........................................................................................ 48 

Figure 2.20:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  Internal Migration of MNESC-Born 
Persons, 2001-2006........................................................................................ 50 



 xviii

Figure 2.21:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with 
bachelor degree or higher, 2001-2006 ........................................................... 55 

Figure 2.22:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons with 
Certificate 3 or 4, Diploma and Advanced Diploma qualifications, 
2001-2006 ...................................................................................................... 58 

Figure 2.23:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of professional and 
managerial occupations, 2001-2006 .............................................................. 62 

Figure 2.24:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in technical and trades occupations, 2001-2006 ........................... 64 

Figure 2.25:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in clerical and sales occupations, 2001-2006................................ 66 

Figure 2.26:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons in 
community and personal service occupations, 2001-2006 ............................ 68 

Figure 2.27:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of Operators, 
Drivers and labourers, 2001-2006.................................................................. 70 

Figure 2.28:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of High income 
earners, 2001-2006......................................................................................... 72 

Figure 2.29:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of medium-high 
income earners, 2001-2006............................................................................ 74 

Figure 2.30:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of low-medium 
income earners, 2001-2006............................................................................ 76 

Figure 2.31:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of low income 
earners, 2001-2006......................................................................................... 78 

Figure 2.32:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in primary industry, 2001-2006..................................................... 80 

Figure 2.33:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in mining industry, 2001-2006...................................................... 82 

Figure 2.34:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in secondary industry, 2001-2006 ................................................. 84 

Figure 2.35:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed in service industry, 2001-2006...................................................... 86 

Figure 2.36:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed full time, 2001-2006...................................................................... 88 

Figure 2.37:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons 
employed part time, 2001-2006 ..................................................................... 90 

Figure 2.38:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of unemployed 
persons, 2001-2006........................................................................................ 93 

Figure 2.39:  Australian Statistical Divisions:  internal migration of persons NILF, 
2001-2006 ...................................................................................................... 95 

Figure 4.1:  Sydney:  Birthplace Composition of the Overseas-Born Population, 
1947-2006 .................................................................................................... 170 



 xix

Figure 4.2:  Australia:  Settler Arrivals by State According to whether they are 
State Specific and Regional Migration Scheme Migrants or Other 
Migrants, 2006-07........................................................................................ 176 

Figure 4.3:  Geography of Australia-born, statistical divisions, 2006............................. 179 

Figure 4.4:  Geography of Overseas-born, statistical divisions, 2006............................. 179 

Figure 4.5:  Geography of migrants arriving after 1996, statistical divisions, 2006....... 183 

Figure 4.6:  Geography of migrants arriving pre 1997, statistical divisions, 2006 ......... 183 

Figure 4.7:  Geography of migrants who arrived 1997-2001, statistical divisions, 
2006.............................................................................................................. 186 

Figure 4.8:  Geography of migrants who arrived 2002-06, statistical divisions, 2006 ... 187 

Figure 4.9:  Geography of migrants from mainly English speaking countries, 
statistical divisions, 2006 ............................................................................. 190 

Figure 4.10:  Geography of migrants from mainly non-English speaking countries, 
statistical divisions, 2006 ............................................................................. 190 

Figure 4.11:  Location of Overseas Fee-Paying Students, 2002 ....................................... 191 

Figure 4.12:  Major Localities Visited by WHMs, 2008................................................... 193 

Figure 5.1:  Sydney Statistical Division:  Net Internal and International Migration, 
1972 to 2006 ................................................................................................ 201 

Figure 5.2:  Structural Adjustment Model of the Relationship between Internal and 
International Migration ................................................................................ 206 

Figure 5.3:  Geography of net migration, recent migrants, statistical divisions, 
2001-2006 .................................................................................................... 207 

Figure 5.4:  Geography of net migration, recent migrant males, statistical divisions, 
2001-2006 .................................................................................................... 211 

Figure 5.5:  Geography of Net Migration, Recent Migrant Females, Statistical 
Divisions, 2001-2006................................................................................... 213 

Figure 5.6:  Geography of Net Migration, Recent Migrants Aged 25-44 Years, 
Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................................................. 215 

Figure 5.7:  Geography of net migration, recent migrants who speak English well 
or very well, statistical divisions, 2001-2006 .............................................. 217 

Figure 5.8:  Geography of Net Migration, Recent Migrants with a Bachelor Degree 
or Higher, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006................................................. 220 

Figure 5.9:  Geography of Net Migration for Recent Migrants with Professional 
and Managerial Occupations, Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................. 223 

Figure 5.10:  Geography of Net Migration, Recent Migrants Employed Full Time, 
Statistical Divisions, 2001-2006 .................................................................. 225 

Figure 5.11:  Spatial Variation, Persons Employed Part Time, 2001-2006 ...................... 227 

Figure 7.1: Impact of recent migration on age and sex structure, Sydney Statistical 
Division, 2006.............................................................................................. 254 



 xx

Figure 7.2: Contribution of recent migrants to the labour force, Sydney Statistical 
Division, 2006.............................................................................................. 256 

Figure 7.3: Recent Migrants’ contribution to occupation structure, Sydney 
Statistical Division, 2006 ............................................................................. 257 

Figure 7.4: Recent Migrants’ contribution to housing tenure structure, Sydney 
Statistical Division, 2006 ............................................................................. 259 

Figure 7.5: Impact of recent migration on age and sex structure, Melbourne 
Statistical Division, 2006 ............................................................................. 261 

Figure 7.6: Contribution of recent migrants to the labour force, Melbourne 
Statistical Division, 2006 ............................................................................. 262 

Figure 7.7: Impact of recent migration on age and sex structure, Brisbane 
Statistical Division, 2006 ............................................................................. 266 

Figure 7.8: Contribution of recent migrants to the labour force, Brisbane Statistical 
Division, 2006.............................................................................................. 267 

Figure 7.9: Impact of recent migration on age and sex structure, Perth Statistical 
Division, 2006.............................................................................................. 271 

Figure 7.10: Impact of recent migration on age and sex structure, Adelaide 
Statistical Division, 2006 ............................................................................. 276 

Figure 7.11: Impact of recent migration on age and sex structure, Hobart Statistical 
Division, 2006.............................................................................................. 280 

Figure 7.12: Impact of recent migration on age and sex structure, Canberra 
Statistical Division, 2006 ............................................................................. 280 

Figure 7.13: Impact of recent migration on age and sex structure, Darwin Statistical 
Division, 2006.............................................................................................. 280 

Figure 8.1:  Australia: Natural Increase and Net Migration, 1860-2010......................... 291 

Figure 8.2:  Location of Mining Regions Identified by Australian Minerals Council .... 312 

Figure 8.4:  Australia:  Non-Metropolitan Statistical Divisions with Population 
Projected Growth at More than One Percent per Annum, 2011-21............. 323 

Figure 8.5:  Australia: Settlement of Refugee-Humanitarian Settlers Outside 
Capital Cities, 1996-2009 ............................................................................ 330 

Figure 8.6:  Australia:  Settlement of Family Migration Settlers Outside Capital 
Cities, 1996-2009......................................................................................... 331 

Figure 8.7:  Australia:  Settlement of Skilled Migration Settlers Outside Capital 
Cities, 1996-2009......................................................................................... 331 

Figure 8.8:  Australia:  Location of Temporary Skilled Migrants................................... 332 

Figure 8.9:  Immigrant Settlers in Regional Areas: Satisfaction with Help and 
Information Received from Government Agencies, 2008........................... 336 

Figure 8.10:  Immigrant Settlers in Regional Areas: Satisfaction with Services .............. 339 

Figure 8.11:  Climate Change Impact Hotspots ................................................................ 343 



 xxi

 

GLOSSARY 

ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics 

CBCS Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics 

CD Collectors’ District 

CSIRO Commonwealth Scientific and Industry Research Organisation 

DEST Department of Education, Science and Training 

DIAC Department of Immigration and Citizenship 

DIMA Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs 

DIMIA Department of Immigration, Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs 

DP Displaced Persons 

ER Escalator Region 

GFC Global Financial Crisis 

LGA Local Government Area 

LOTE Language Other Than English 

LSIA Longitudinal Survey of Immigrants to Australia 

MES Mainly English Speaking 

MESC Mainly English Speaking Country 

MNESC Mainly Non English Speaking Country 

NES Non English Speaking 

NILF Not In the Labour Force 

NOM Net Overseas Migration 

OASD Outer Adelaide Statistical Division 

ROS Rest of State 

ROT Rest of Territory 

SD Statistical Division 

SLA Statistical Local Area 

SRP Settlement Reporting Facility (operated by DIAC) 

SSRM State Specific Regional Migration 

TFR Total Fertility Rate 

TPV Temporary Protection Visa 

WHM Working Holiday Makers 

457s Visa Category 457 for working holiday makers, overseas students and long 
stay and temporary business migrants/entrants 



 xxii

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This project was commissioned by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship 
(DIAC), and has five main components.   

 An analysis of population movement for Australia, at the statistical division 
level, detailing intrastate, interstate and net migration against a range of 
demographic, productive and human capital criteria.   

 An analysis of the mobility patterns for recent migrants, along similar lines to 
that undertaken for the total population. 

 An investigation into the effects and impacts of recent migration on 
population, the labour and housing markets, and general infrastructure, and 
recent migrants’ impact on fertility. 

 Development of future migration scenarios between now and 2021 

 The implication of various future migration scenarios, in terms of population 
and migration policies, regional development, and provision of services 
related to education, health, housing, and issues such as sustainability and 
community harmony. 

International migration has contributed significantly to post war population growth.  
Without it Australia’s current population would be less than 13 million.  Where immigrants 
settle influences their adjustment to life in Australia as well as having economic, social, 
cultural and environmental impacts.  Further, government policy is increasingly influential.  
Immigrant settlement remains a neglected dimension of Australian (and global) migration 
and settlement policy and research.  The first chapter outlines the objectives of the study and 
provides important background on the distinctive distribution of the Australian population 
and the drivers of change which impinge upon that distribution, as well as describing some of 
the unique methodological approaches that have been employed in the research.   

Chapter 2 details many characteristics of internal migration between Australia’s 60 
statistical divisions for the total population between 2001 and 2006.  As well as assessing 
internal migration on the basis of gender and age, the chapter also looks at the movement of 
persons with a range of other attributes, such Australian born and overseas born, country of 
birth (defined as mainly English speaking countries and mainly non-English speaking 
countries), ability to speak English, and a range of human capital variables, including level of 
education, occupation, income, industry of occupation and labour force status.  The main 
findings of the chapter are: 

 Huge net internal migration losses in Sydney.  Its only net migration gain was among 
the 15-24 year age group, but even here its gain was the lowest among the capital 
cities.  It appears that aspects of Sydney’s environment – be it economic or social – 
have a negative impact in terms of both attracting and keeping people. 

 In Melbourne, levels of net migration loss for most variables were less than that 
recorded for Sydney, often at levels of up to one fifth of those occurring in Sydney. 

 Brisbane is the standout capital in terms of net internal migration.  It experienced 
gains through net migration across almost all areas – and only recorded losses in 
mining and primary industry employees. 
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 For mainly non-English speaking group (MNESC) mobility, Melbourne showed a 
virtually balanced situation between arrivals and departures. 

 The 15-24 years cohort is the most unique mobility group.  It was larger than any 
other age group, and showed net migration growth in all the capital cities, plus one 
other SD, and losses elsewhere throughout the country. 

 The largest mobility group was movers with Year 12 education or less, including no 
schooling, with 1.4 million moves between 2001 and 2006. 

 Three related socio-economic groups – movers with a bachelor degree or higher, 
professional and managerial occupations and high income – recorded more interstate 
moves than intrastate moves. 

 The only other group for which interstate moves exceeded intrastate moves was for 
persons born in mainly non-English speaking countries. 

 A large number of SDs recorded net losses for persons in Clerical and Sales and 
Community and Personal Services occupations, due to contractions in services 
provisions throughout rural Australia.  This occurred for no other occupation. 

 Persons employed in primary industry had net losses in every capital city. 

 All capital cities reported net losses for persons in mining industries, except Perth, 
where fly in fly out employment conditions predominate for this mobility group. 

In Chapter 3 the main goal is to assess internal migration based on relativities, rather 
than on absolute value, which had been the emphasis in Chapter 2.  In the first part, the 
migration effectiveness ratio (MER) is used to identify internal migration effectiveness in 
each SD.  The MER relates net migration (the difference between arrivals and departures in 
any area) to total migration (the sum of arrivals and departures in any area), expressed as a 
percentage, and produces values between 100 and minus 100.  The MER allows areas to be 
compared to determine whether migration in one area is more effective than in others, or 
whether migration is the same in two areas, regardless of the fact that the actual numbers in 
each area may be different.  High MERs – generally above 15 percent – represent “hot spots” 
for intrastate and interstate internal migration.  The MER analysis in the chapter has several 
key findings: 

 Not surprisingly, the main SDs identified in Chapter 2 remain unchanged, as 
do the general patterns of internal migration, because the same underlying 
processes are still at work. 

 There are SDs where relatively small ins and outs numbers, and net migration, 
have generated MERs equivalent to those in statistical divisions with much 
larger ins and outs numbers.  A number of these are located in Tasmania 
(Southern, Mersey-Lyell and Northern), Victoria (Barwon, Loddon, and 
Goulburn) and South Australia (Outer Adelaide, Yorke and Lower North).  In 
these localities, net migration, be it intrastate or interstate, is effective.  For 
policy makers the implication may be as simple as indicating that “critical” 
thresholds are being approached, and these can be used to anticipate the arrival 
of a newer demographic, and the demand for changed infrastructure demand 
and services. 

 In terms of intrastate migration, the most effective statistical divisions seem to 
be located in New South Wales.  This would seem to highlight the flight from 
capital to “coast”, whether it is to the north coast or to the south coast.  A 
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group of similar SDs is located in central Victoria.  In Queensland, there are 
fewer SDs with high effectiveness for intrastate migration, suggesting 
probably that most Queenslanders are happy with their location and do not 
need to shift, even in retirement.  Darwin and Hobart each have high MERs 
for intrastate migration.  The MER approach, therefore, is good for identifying 
areas which are attractive to the “locals”. 

 The MER approach indicates a new dimension to internal migration which 
emphasises a “drift” from the cities, by identifying areas within states which 
have effective intrastate mobility, regardless of absolute numbers.  The drift 
from the cities is growing, especially within the older population, and the baby 
boomer cohort. 

 In terms of interstate migration, the MER analysis has demonstrated the power 
of Queensland, and how this power is concentrated not just in the south east 
corner of the state, but how it extends along its entire coastal region.  It is 
driven by mobility in not only the retirement group, but also by particular age 
groups, labour force groups and occupational groups.  In Southern in 
Tasmania, its interstate MER highlights the role that interstate migration has 
played in the population and economic decline turnaround that Tasmania has 
experienced during this decade. 

A second approach in Chapter 3 compared the net migration for a particular variable 
in any area during a given period with the actual population change (for the same variable) in 
the area during the same period.  The approach developed a classification, or typology, of 
SDs in terms of net migration and population change, and the spatial dimensions of this 
typology has implications for population redistribution in Australia.  Overall, the approach 
identified “real winners” and “real losers” SDs.  Localities which experienced net migration 
gain, and total population gain, are very much “hot spots” for population growth.  On this 
evidence, seven hot spots occur in Queensland, five in Victoria, four in NSW, three in 
Tasmania and two in each of SA and WA, as shown in the table below. 

 
Dominant "sinks" Dominant "sources"
Wide Bay-Burnett Central West - Qld
Outer Adelaide North West
South West - WA Northern Territory - Bal
Hunter South West - Qld
Loddon Kimberley
Barwon Australian Capital Territory - 
Mackay North Western
Brisbane Central
Moreton South Eastern - WA
Southern
Far North
Mid-North Coast
Richmond-Tweed
East Gippsland
Yorke and Lower North
Fitzroy
Perth
Goulburn
South Eastern - NSW
Murray
Northern - Qld
Greater Hobart
Mersey-Lyell  
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Chapter 4 has three aims.  Firstly, to assess the impact of settlement of recently 
arrived international immigrants on the changing distribution of population in Australia.  
Secondly, to define the distribution of the Australia-born and overseas-born populations.  
Thirdly, to compare the internal migration patterns of recently arrived migrants with those of 
the Australia-born.  A range of comprehensive data is used to assess the impact of 
international migration on population distribution.  The analysis confirms a stability in 
Australia’s population distribution, the major lineaments of which have changed little over 
the last century.  However, it is a deceptive stability since there is a great deal of dynamism 
and international migration is an important element of this dynamism.  International 
migration has been of significance in Australia’s urbanisation and in changing the 
composition of Australia’s urban populations.  Immigration is the key demographic process 
in the development of Australia’s major cities, especially the ‘Gateway City’ of Sydney, and 
is not only the major demographic engine of growth, but plays an important role in economic 
and social change.  There has been a significant, albeit small, shift in the settlement patterns 
of immigrants in recent years, as immigration plays an increasingly significant role in 
regional and state development in Australia, by being explicitly factored into economic 
planning at state, regional and local levels.  International migration had a substantial 
offsetting impact on the large net migration losses Sydney and Melbourne experienced 
between 2001 and 2006.  A further finding has been the slight shift temporally in the 
tendency for migrants to choose capital city locations, although for recent migrants and those 
from mainly non-English speaking countries, the evidence suggests still that the capital cities 
remain the preferred locations for migrants. 

In Chapter 5, analyses undertaken for the total population are repeated for recent 
migrants who arrived in Australia between 1996 and 2006.  A number of significant findings 
were produced: 

 Interstate mobility was dominant among recent migrants, in direct contrast to patterns 
exhibited by the total population.  Generally, the proportion of interstate movers was 
60 percent or higher.  This may suggests that the initial state of location is not suitable 
for the needs of recent migrants.  Understanding the reasons for this internal mobility 
characteristic could result in considerable savings and efficiencies not only for the 
movers but also for government agencies. 

 Sydney statistical division consistently experienced substantial net migration losses, 
regardless of mover characteristics, which were not matched by the other capitals. 

 Among recent migrants, Melbourne was consistently favoured over Sydney.  Often 
positive net gains for Melbourne contrasted with net losses for Sydney, rather than 
smaller net losses for Melbourne compared with Sydney.  Clearly, Melbourne 
possesses attributes not present in Sydney.  Understanding the nature of this attraction 
may provide policy directions which could be used in Sydney to halt, if not reverse 
the current internal mobility tendencies among recent migrants. 

 Typically, Brisbane recorded the highest net migration gains, not just among the 
capital cities, but within the country, while Illawarra, Northern-SA and South Eastern-
WA generated consistently high net losses in a range of variables.   

 The most cited statistical divisions with low net migration levels in association with 
relatively high turnovers were Darling Downs, Goulburn, Northern-Tas, 
Murrumbidgee, Barwon, Central West-NSW, Gippsland, Illawarra, Lower Great 
Southern, Pilbara, Richmond-Tweed and South Eastern-NSW.  These SDs 
consistently attracted large numbers of arrivals and departures, and therefore contain a 



 xxvi

balance of positive and negative features in terms of attracting and keeping recent 
migrants.  A better understanding of the processes that underlie these observations is 
an avenue for further enquiry, and may generate policy initiatives which help these 
areas retain the recent migrants they attract. 

In analysing recent migrant mobility using census data, it needs to be recognised that 
in the 2001-2006 mobility data derived from the census, migrants who arrived after 2001 are 
not included.  However, they are included in the 2005-2006 data.  Hence the analysis of 
recent migrant mobility between 2005 and 2006 in Chapter 6 includes a much larger number 
of migrants who arrived in Australia after 1996.  It also identifies the level of “hidden” 
mobility among the total population and the recent migrant population.  As well as showing 
that most of the prevailing patterns observed for the 2001-2006 period held for the 2005-2006 
period, this chapter shows the high mobility rates of recently arrived migrants.  It also shows 
that an important element in internal migration in Australia is a small group who are ‘chronic 
movers’ and migrated more than once during the five year intercensal period.  Nevertheless 
there is strong reinforcement of the patterns discussed in previous chapters.  The main 
findings in this chapter are: 

 Overall, recent migrants are most mobile during their initial months and years in 
Australia, as they adjust to life in a new country. 

 Large net outflows from Sydney and, to a lesser extent, other capital cities except 
Brisbane and Perth.  Settlement of new migrants in these capitals is their migration 
growth engine, not internal migration.  Only Brisbane experienced substantial 
population growth due to net internal migration gain. 

 Coastal and near city areas are consistently recording significant net migration gains.  
Most net gains are from internal migration but net international migration is 
increasing in some areas. 

 There is a small but important net redistribution of skilled human capital from 
metropolitan to non-metropolitan areas due to internal migration. 

 There is a consistent pattern of net internal migration loss of young adults from non-
metropolitan SDs and net gains in the capitals. 

 There is a significant net internal migration redistribution of baby boomers and the 65 
years and older age group from metropolitan to non-metropolitan areas. 

 Internal migration between SDs is not very effective in bringing about a redistribution 
of population because the net gains and losses recorded are very small compared with 
the size of in migration and out migration flows.  Most internal migration between 
statistical divisions is counterbalancing. 

The goal of Chapter 7 is to show the demographic, social and economic impact of 
recent migration on a number of aspects of population composition separately for Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth, and as a group for Hobart, Darwin and Canberra.  
The principal growth metrics used were total population and age, labour force participation, 
education and occupation and access to housing market.  A particular emphasis in the chapter 
has been to demonstrate the impact of recent migrants by calculating, for a range of variables, 
how recent migrants have increased numbers above the levels that would have prevailed in 
the absence of recent migration.   

In 2006 there were 1.121 million recent migrants in Australia, with 39 percent in 
Sydney, 27.7 percent in Melbourne and 12.7 and 12.5 percent in Brisbane and Perth 
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respectively.  These are the “big four” in terms of recent migrants.  The recent migrant 
population is diverse with large proportions of low skilled persons balanced by a high skilled 
and well educated component.  As well, significant proportions of recent migrants are 
furthering their education in Australia.  The most significant implications related to skills and 
qualifications revolve around the fact that recent migrants seem determined to improve their 
education, and experience indicates that the next generation will take even greater advantages 
of the educational opportunities offered by the host country. 

Recent migrants came more likely to be renters than the general population.  
Consequently the demand for rental accommodation by recent migrants is very high – 
particularly in Sydney.  Within the capital cities Perth is the standout capital city.  There are 
signs of recent migrants developing typical tendencies to transition through the various tenure 
categories, particularly in Brisbane and Perth.  There is also evidence that recent migrants 
will embark on their own housing careers, moving progressively from smaller to larger sized 
housing.   

Chapter 7 also developed a methodology to assess the impact of recent migrants on 
fertility levels.  The results showed that the impact of recent migrants on the births 
component of natural increase has been significant.  They have added 120,000 children to the 
population, with some 105,000 of these born in capital cities.  Their contribution to fertility 
will continue for a number of years as younger recent migrants move through their child 
bearing stage of life.  Recent migrants’ fertility has implications for service providers in a 
number of areas, especially in health, education and housing.  Recent migrants have other 
social impacts including household formation through marriage, including marriage within 
the Australian born population.   

The first part of Chapter 8 addresses the issue of future levels of international 
migration to Australia.  This is important because international migration is a fundamental 
determinant of national population growth.  Even with significant migration and maintaining 
fertility and current levels there will be little, if any, net growth in the younger working ages 
during the next 20 years.  We therefore need to maintain growth to counterbalance the 
massive growth of the older population.  Without immigration there will be insufficient 
numbers of young people entering the workforce to replace retiring baby boomers, let alone 
provide new workers.  Further, changes in the Australian economy will influence future 
demand for immigration, with claims that labour demand in the next few years, especially in 
Queensland and WA, can only be met by increased population growth.  Temporary migration 
has proliferated since the mid nineties, and has transformed the Australian migration 
landscape.  At any one time in Australia there are over 600,000 persons temporarily present.  
They are very important because an increasing number of them apply for, and obtain, 
permanent residence in Australia, and this will continue to be an important part of Australia’s 
net annual overseas migration gain.  Countering these tendencies, there is a developing view 
that environment and climate change issues should act to reduce Australia’s future migration 
intake.   

The second part of the Chapter focuses on future patterns of population distribution 
across Australia and the role of migration in that.  The discussion uses projections of 
population prepared by the ABS for both capital cities and rest of state/territory, and 
projections prepared at the statistical division level by the state and territory governments.  
The main points from the analysis are: 

New South Wales 
 For Sydney, continuing international gains with internal migration losses 
 Sydney’s international intake dependent on size of national intake and success of regional settlement programmes 
 Baby boomer exodus, plus high housing costs and congestion, will cause out migration to increase 
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 Regionally, size of immigrant gains dependent on extent of regional settlement initiatives 
 New castle and Wollongong will be main poles of attraction for immigrants. 

Victoria 
 Overall net migration growth expected to be higher in Melbourne than Sydney 
 Population gap between Melbourne and Sydney will continue to decline 
 Government policy is to increase share of migration cake 
 Out migration will increase, but at a magnitude less than Sydney 
 Regionally, policy is to lift growth to 1% p.a., leading to growth greater than predicted by projections 
 Rapid growth expected in ring of SDs around Melbourne 

Queensland 
 State’s rapid growth will continue.  Expected growth from international and internal migration greater than in other 

states. 
 Immigration likely to contribute most to growth – Brisbane becoming major “gateway” city 
 Regional growth will be greater than any other location in Australia, with major component of this growth from 

internal migration 
 FIFO may dilute impact of resource development on regional population growth 

South Australia 
 Historically, SA has low immigration growth and out migration losses. 
 Government policy to increase immigration intakes has been successful.  Future levels depend on economic 

development and continuation of regional specific migration schemes 
 Present state growth rate of 1.2% p.a. likely to be 1% p.a. by 2021.  Regionally, Outer Adelaide SD expecting rates 

approaching 2.5% p.a., but elsewhere less than 0.6% p.a. 
Western Australia 

 WA has had rapid growth over long period.  Growth dependent principally on immigration.  Immigration will 
remain strong.   

 Regionally, however, immigration will play a lesser role.  Regional development fuelled by internal migration 
 Kimberley and South West SDs to grow at rates faster than Perth, while Pilbara’s growth is half that of Perth’s.  

Significant growth in Perth’s peri-urban area. 
Tasmania 

 No real differences are expected in population growth for Hobart and the rest of the state. 
 Gains and growth rates are lower than for mainland states. 
 Longer term, climate change may impact of Tasmanian growth 

Northern Territory 
 Measuring and projecting population in the NT has always been difficult. 
 Most net gain expected in Darwin – it has always had a significant overseas born community 
 NT Treasury projects NT growth rate at 1.4% p.a. over next decade – twice national rate.  

Australian Capital Territory 
 The ABS projections present quite substantial differences depending on the Series. 

 

Statistical divisions in regional Australia with anticipated population growth near or 
above the national average over the next decade have been identified, and international 
migration will play an increasing role in this growth during the next decade.  Regions with 
differing levels of international migration involvement break down into three types – peri-
urban areas around major cities, mining areas and coastal areas.  However, in other areas the 
influence of ageing on the labour force, and the outmigration of young Australians, will 
encourage immigrants to fill available jobs, especially in primary production and processing 
of primary production over the next decade.   

The third part of Chapter 8 discusses the role of policy, as this will be of crucial 
importance in shaping future patterns of immigrant settlement, internal migration and growth.  
In particular, SSRM schemes, the 457 temporary workers scheme, and DIAC’s new approach 
to humanitarian migrant settlement are discussed to show their impact on the regional 
distribution on immigrants. 

In the final part of the chapter, a number of current policies and issues are discussed 
to identify their implications for future migration in regional Australia.  Australia is presently 
developing a Sustainable Population Strategy.  The Report has developed a number of 
implications that can inform the strategy, and these are detailed in the following panel. 
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Any strategy needs to address population distribution as well as size and composition 
International migration is becoming increasingly important in regional population growth 
Australians and recent migrants do move to areas of opportunity.  Hence: 

 A national population strategy needs to encourage internal and international migrants into regions of labour 
shortage ensuring simultaneously that infrastructure development and service provision occurs  

 A population policy should “grease the rails” of existing population flow 
Baby boomer migration must be an essential part of any population strategy during the next two decades 
Permanent and temporary migrants settle in Australia in different ways: 

 An increasing proportion of permanent migrants are settling outside capital cities 

 Temporary migrants are increasingly meeting workforce needs in some non-metropolitan areas 
A population policy needs to recognise that those attracted to regions are typically families and /or retirees.  Many have 
needs for employment for men and women 
Liveability and lifestyle dimensions are critically important, as is housing availability and affordability 
For immigrants moving to regional areas settlement services, related to welcoming and settling in strategies, are critical 
Australia’s settlement system has been in place for 150 years.  Can a population strategy change this to achieve a: 

 Release of regional potential hitherto retarded by a lack of infrastructure 
 Better balance between the distribution of people and water 
 Relief of growth pressures in and near the capital cities. 

 Reduction in pollution and environmental degradation in cities, along with increases in housing availability and 
improvements in affordability, and the cost of the journey to work, in cities 
One of the key challenges for government at all levels in relation to future 

international migration, and regional development associated with a sustainable population 
policy is the issue of liveability, productivity and sustainability.  This is no easy task because 
it means that the value of environmental services will need to be brought more 
comprehensively, transparently and explicitly into decision making.  More specifically in 
relation to increased migrants numbers in regional Australia, policies will be need to 
developed to meet the challenges of ethnic diversity in terms of community harmony, 
cohesion and acceptance of diversity.  One of the encouraging findings of studies of new 
immigrant settlement in regional Australia is that while there have been significant issues 
relating to acceptance of new groups into rural communities there have been a number of real 
success stories. 

The Report also produced a series of internal migration data for a small number of 
variables for 261 local government areas throughout Australia.  The 261 local government 
areas were defined by DIAC as part of the brief for this Report.  This analysis has been 
prepared as an Excel file.  It details mobility for the total population, the overseas born 
population, migrants who arrived in Australia before 1997 and migrants who arrived in 
Australia after 1996.  The latter group represents the recent migrants who are the basis of 
much of this report.  Mobility data for both the total population and the recent migrants group 
are disaggregated by gender and age.  Each of the datasets has been prepared to represent the 
mobility situation for the 2001-2006 and 2005-2006 periods.  The file also provides details 
for each of the 261 selected local government areas on the number of persons who were 
overseas in 2001 and 2005.  In terms of residential mobility within any local government area 
this information is important because it is highly likely that these persons, either migrants or 
Australian born persons returning home, engaged in one or more residential moves between 
their arrival, either after 2001 or 2005, and the 2006 census, and yet none of these internal 
mobility moves would have been captured by the 2006 census.  Therefore, these data provide 
local government policy makers with an indication of residential mobility that is not captured 
by the internal migration data of the census.  A final table in the file provides estimated 
resident population for each of the selected local government areas.  These data are for the 
period 2001-2006, as at 30 June each year, and have been prepared to enable LGA personnel 
to gauge the significance of any internal migration gains/losses against their resident 
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population.  Percentage change, and average annual change, statistics have also been 
computed for the 2001-2005 and 2001-2006 period for each local government area. 
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