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Historical Background

2016 Census

Geographic Distribution

Poland-born

The 2016 distribution by State and 
Territory showed Victoria had the 
largest number with 14,706 followed by 
New South Wales (13,451), Western 
Australia (5,573) and Queensland 
(5,030).

The latest Census in 2016 recorded 
45,368 Poland-born people in Australia, 
a decrease of 6.8 per cent from the 
2011 Census.

The earliest contact by Poland-born people with Australia was in 1696, when ten citizens of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth were included in the crew of Captain Willem Vlamingh's Dutch expedition which explored the 
Western Australian coast. The first Polish settler in Australia was a convict who arrived in 1803 and became a 
successful wheat farmer in Tasmania.

Later arrivals included a group of Poland-born people who established a community in South Australia which grew 
to about 400 people by the 1880s. Some Poles joined the Australian gold rush in the 1850s. The 1921 Australian 
Census recorded 1780 Poland-born residents and by the 1933 Census this number had almost doubled.

Following World War II, many Polish refugees came to Australia. Between 1947 and 1954, the Poland-born 
population increased from 6573 to 56,594 people. Many refugees worked under two-year contracts in unskilled 
jobs and continued in similar work for a period after their contracts ended.

There was further migration from Poland to Australia after the Polish Government relaxed its emigration laws, with 
almost 15,000 Poland-born people coming to Australia between 1957 and 1966.

The emergence of the Solidarity trade union movement and the declaration of martial law in Poland at the end of 
1981 coincided with a further relaxation of Polish emigration laws. During the period 1980-91 Australia granted 
permanent entry to more than 25,000 Poland-born settlers, many arriving as refugees.

The Poland-born population of Australia peaked at 68,500 at the 1991 Census. Since then, the improvement in 
living conditions in Poland and its eventual membership in the European Union in 2004 have significantly reduced 
the levels of Polish migration to Australia.



Age and Sex

Ancestry

* At the 2016 Census up to two responses per person

were allowed for the Ancestry question, therefore

there can be more responses than total persons.
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Of the Poland-born in Australia, there 
were 19,458 males (42.9 per cent) and 
25,907 females (57.1 per cent). The 
sex ratio was 75 males per 100 
females.

In the 2016 Census, the top ancestry 
responses* that Poland-born people 
reported were Polish (42,507), German 
(1,382) and Jewish (525).

In the 2016 Census, Australians 
reported over 300 different ancestries. 
Of the total ancestry responses* 
183,974 responses were towards 
Polish ancestry.

Of the 34,078 Poland-born who spoke 
a language other than English at home, 
86.3 per cent spoke English very well 
or well, and 12.8 per cent spoke 
English not well or not at all.

The main languages spoken at home 
by Poland-born people in Australia 
were Polish (32,245), English (11,130) 
and German (463).

The age distribution showed 1.1 per 
cent were aged 0-14 years, 1.8 per 
cent were 15-24 years, 27.0 per cent 
were 25-44 years, 33.7 per cent were 
45-64 years and 36.4 per cent were 65 
years and over.

The median age of the Poland-born in 
2016 was 59 years compared with 44 
years for all overseas-born and 38 
years for the total Australian population.
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Of the Poland-born, 14.3 per cent 
stated 'No Religion' which was lower 
than that of the total Australian 
population (29.6 per cent), and 4.2 per 
cent did not state a religion.

At the 2016 Census the major religious 
affiliations amongst Poland-born were 
Catholic (31,974), Judaism (1,622) and 
Christian, nfd (648).

Compared to 61.8 per cent of the total 
overseas-born population, 85.3 per 
cent of the Poland-born people in 
Australia arrived in Australia prior to 
2007.

Among the total Poland-born in 
Australia at the 2016 Census, 5.4 per 
cent arrived between 2007 and 2011 
and 6.3 per cent arrived between 2012 
and 2016.

At the time of the 2016 Census, the median Individual Weekly Income for the Poland-born in 
Australia aged 15 years and over was $580, compared with $615 for all overseas-born and $688 for 
all Australian-born.

The total Australian population aged 15 and over had a median Individual Weekly Income of $662.
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At the 2016 Census, 70.4 per cent of the 
Poland-born aged 15 years and over had 
some form of higher non-school 
qualification compared to 60.1 per cent of 
the Australian population.

Of the Poland-born aged 15 years and 
over, 1.5 per cent had no qualifications and 
were still attending an educational 
institution. The corresponding rate for the 
total Australian population was 8.5 per 
cent.

Among Poland-born people aged 15 
years and over, the participation rate in 
the labour force was 53.6 per cent and 
the unemployment rate was 6.1 per cent.

The corresponding rates in the total 
Australian population were 64.6 per cent 
and 6.9 per cent respectively.

Of the 22,203 Poland-born who were 
employed, 56.3 per cent were employed in 
either a skilled managerial, professional or 
trade occupation. The corresponding rate 
in the total Australian population was 48.8 
per cent.


