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The legislation runs over 200 pages, it’s broad, and it’s complicated.

By all accounts the Government has spoken to big tech companies before making this legislation public. We all
know that the big companies will be fine, especially the multinational tech companies with massive budgets and
great lawyers who will only do what they need to do. What about the rest us? There has been no consultation
despite years of asking. It’s hard not to feel cynical about the Government’s intent.

This legislation will shape the landscape of technology development in Australia and the effects will be felt for
decades to come. We need encryption if we are going to safely store, share, and provide services for private
data. These laws will weaken security for all Australians by undermining the very technologies we use to keep
us safe. These laws will affect how Australia is viewed internationally, and we have already seen people sharing
online warnings for those travelling to Australia for business.

The Federal Government has consistently shown that it is not open to scrutiny or external oversight, and that it
will push forward with technology choices that are flawed, unjust and hurt people. My Health Record,
Centrelink’s Robo-debt, the Senate inquiry into digital delivery, and CensusFail are all evidence of a
Government that gets digital so wrong.

The proposed laws greatly expand the powers of law enforcement and other agencies to gain access to the
private data of Australians, undermining the digital security they depend on to do their banking, buy things
online, and to communicate with their friends. While the government attempts to characterise these new powers
as not providing a ‘backdoor’ that is precisely what they do.

I am greatly concerned by the wide powers granted by these laws, and the lack of independent oversight of their
use. These laws represent yet another major reduction in Australians’ digital rights using scaremongering about
terrorism and crime to justify more power in the hands of unaccountable government agencies.
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