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Document 4

THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

Ref No: MS25-001397

The Hon Ros Bates MP

Minister for Finance, Trade, Employment and Training
Parliament of Queensland

GPO Box 15483

CITY EAST QLD 4002

Dear Minister

Thank you for your correspondence of 19 August 2025 regarding the role state
nominated migration and skilled migration plays in supporting Queensland’s
economic growth.

The Australian government is committed to working collaboratively with states and
territories to enable stronger migration outcomes through improved coordination and
data sharing. Working together will help to target the skills Australia needs to build
our nation and enhance productivity while also aligning planning efforts across all
governments including in infrastructure investment, housing and service delivery.

| am leading the Commonwealth’s engagement with states and territories on
migration and will be responsible for deciding nomination allocations for the Skilled
Nominated (subclass 190) and Skilled Work Regional (subclass 491) visa categories
as well as State and Territory Designated Area Migration Agreements (DAMAs). | am
looking forward to discussing these issues with you at the Ministerial Migration
Roundtable (MMR) on 12 September 2025.

With planning levels for the 2025-26 Permanent Migration Program now decided
(see attached), | would like to seek your views on nomination allocations.

I understand that state and territory nominated visas are an important tool to attract
and retain migrants in Queensland. | also understand that the Department of Home
Affairs (the Department) has a large pipeline of applications on-hand and that
increases to nomination allocations would lead to longer processing times. | ask you
to consider this when making your submissions and note that changes to nomination
allocations will not impact on the number of visas granted in 2025-26.

Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone: 6277 2174 10
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THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

Ref No: MS25-001397

The Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson MLA
Minister for Skills and TAFE
Parliament of Western Australia

PO Box 62

MORLEY WA 6943

Dear Minister

| acknowledge correspondence from the Hon Roger Cook MLA, the Premier of
Western Australia, to the Prime Minister, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP, on

18 August 2025 regarding state nominated migration and the Prime Minister’s reply
on 1 September 2025.

The Australian government is committed to working collaboratively with states and
territories to enable stronger migration outcomes through improved coordination and
data sharing. Working together will help to target the skills Australia needs to build
our nation and enhance productivity while also aligning planning efforts across all
governments including in infrastructure investment, housing and service delivery.

| am leading the Commonwealth’s engagement with states and territories on
migration and will be responsible for deciding nomination allocations for the Skilled
Nominated (subclass 190) and Skilled Work Regional (subclass 491) visa categories
as well as State and Territory Designated Area Migration Agreements (DAMASs). | am
looking forward to meeting you at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable (MMR) on

12 September 2025 and discussing these issues. | would particularly like to
acknowledge your government’s commitment to negotiating the Western Australian
State DAMA.

With planning levels for the 2025-26 Permanent Migration Program now decided
(see attached), | would like to seek your views on nomination allocations.

| understand that state and territory nominated visas are an important tool to attract
and retain migrants in Western Australia. | also understand that the Department of
Home Affairs (the Department) has a large pipeline of applications on-hand and that
increases to nomination allocations would lead to longer processing times. | ask you
to consider this when making your submissions and note that changes to nomination
allocations will not impact on the number of visas granted in 2025-26.

Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone: 6277 2174 22
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THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS, AND ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

MEDIA RELEASE

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Ministerial Migration Roundtable — Communique

State and Territory Ministers from across Australia met in Melbourne on
12 September 2025 at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable to advance
cooperation on migration.

The Federal Assistant Minister for Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs
and Assistant Minister for International Education, the Hon Julian Hill MP,
chaired the Roundtable and reflected on the importance of all levels of
Government working together on migration planning in the national interest.

Assistant Minister Hill re-iterated the Australian Government’s commitment to
collaborating with States and Territories on migration to strengthen the economy
and support communities across the nation.

Minister Hill provided an update on the 2025-26 permanent Migration Program
which will remain steady at 185,000 permanent visas for 2025-26, consistent
with long term sustainable migration levels.

Ministers also discussed the important role that State and Territory governments
play in shaping Australia’s migration program. This includes maintaining the
total State and Territory nominated skilled and regional visa classes, with
planning levels for visa grants to continue at the same level in 2025-26. This part
of the program is important for all States and Territories to help meet critical
skills shortages in areas such as regional healthcare, education, construction
and engineering, and especially for smaller jurisdictions who receive a lower
share of the skilled independent and employer sponsored visa classes.
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Ministers acknowledged the Commonwealth’s intention to reduce visa
processing times for highly skilled migrants. The Commonwealth acknowledged
the advocacy from every State and Territory for additional places.

Ministers discussed longer term migration plénning, regional migration,
Designated Area Migration Agreements, State and Territory Migration Plans,
essential skills pathways and specific jurisdictional issues. State and Territory
ministers welcomed future opportunities to engage on these matters.

Ministers agreed to hold the next Ministerial Migration Roundtable meetingin
early 2026.
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THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS, AND ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

MEDIA RELEASE

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Ministerial Migration Roundtable — Communique

State and Territory Ministers from across Australia metin Melbourne on
12 September 2025 at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable to advance
cooperation on migration.

The Federal Assistant Minister for Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs
and Assistant Minister for International Education, the Hon Julian Hill MP,
chaired the Roundtable and reflected on the importance of all levels of
Government working together on migration planning in the national interest.

Assistant Minister Hill re-iterated the Australian Government’s commitment to
collaborating with States and Territories on migration to strengthen the economy
and support communities across the nation.

Minister Hill provided an update on the 2025-26 permanent Migration Program
which will remain steady at 185,000 permanent visas for 2025-26, consistent
with long term sustainable migration levels.

Ministers also discussed the important role that State and Territory governments
play in shaping Australia’s migration program. This includes maintaining the
total State and Territory nominated skilled and regional visa classes, with
planning levels for visa grants to continue at the same level in 2025-26. This part
of the program is important for all States and Territories to help meet critical
skills shortages in areas such as regional healthcare, education, construction
and engineering, and especially for smaller jurisdictions who receive a lower
share of the skilled independent and employer sponsored visa classes.
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Ministers acknowledged the Commonwealth’s intention to reduce visa
processing times for highly skilled migrants. The Commonwealth acknowledged
the advocacy from every State and Territory for additional places.

Ministers discussed longer term migration planning, regional migration,
Designated Area Migration Agreements, State and Territory Migration Plans,
essential skills pathways and specific jurisdictional issues. State and Territory
ministers welcomed future opportunities to engage on these matters.

Ministers agreed to hold the next Ministerial Migration Roundtable meeting in
early 2026.
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Document 10

THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS, AND ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

MEDIA RELEASE

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Ministerial Migration Roundtable — Communique

State and Territory Ministers from across Australia metin Melbourne on
12 September 2025 at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable to advance
cooperation on migration.

The Federal Assistant Minister for Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs
and Assistant Minister for International Education, the Hon Julian Hilt MP,
chaired the Roundtable and reflected on the importance of all levels of
Government working together on migration planning in the national interest.

Assistant Minister Hill re-iterated the Australian Government’s commitment to
collaborating with States and Territories on migration to strengthen the economy
and support communities across the nation.

Minister Hill provided an update on the 2025-26 permanent Migration Program
which will remain steady at 185,000 permanent visas for 2025-26, consistent
with long term sustainable migration levels.

Ministers also discussed the important role that State and Territory governments
play in shaping Australia’s migration program. This includes maintaining the
total State and Territory nominated skilled and regional visa classes, with
planning levels for visa grants to continue at the same level in 2025-26. This part
of the program is important for all States and Territories to help meet critical
skills shortages in areas such as regional healthcare, education, construction
and engineering, and especially for smaller jurisdictions who receive a lower
share of the skilled independent and employer sponsored visa classes.
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Ministers acknowledged the Commonwealth’s intention to reduce visa
processing times for highly skilled migrants. The Commonwealth acknowledged
the advocacy from every State and Territory for additional places.

Ministers discussed longer term migration planning, regional migration,
Designated Area Migration Agreements, State and Territory Migration Plans,
essential skills pathways and specific jurisdictional issues. State and Territory
ministers welcomed future opportunities to engage on these matters.

Ministers agreed to hold the next Ministerial Migration Roundtable meeting in
early 2026.
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THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS, AND ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

MEDIA RELEASE

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Ministerial Migration Roundtable - Communique

State and Territory Ministers from across Australia met in Melbourne on
12 September 2025 at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable to advance
cooperation on migration.

The Federal Assistant Minister for Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs
and Assistant Minister for International Education, the Hon Julian Hill MP,
chaired the Roundtable and reflected on the importance of all levels of
Government working together on migration planning in the national interest.

Assistant Minister Hill re-iterated the Australian Government’s commitment to
collaborating with States and Territories on migration to strengthen the economy
and support communities across the nation.

Minister Hill provided an update on the 2025-26 permanent Migration Program
which will remain steady at 185,000 permanent visas for 2025-26, consistent
with long term sustainable migration levels.

Ministers also discussed the important role that State and Territory governments
play in shaping Australia’s migration program. This includes maintaining the
total State and Territory nominated skilled and regional visa classes, with
planning levels for visa grants to continue at the same level in 2025-26. This part
of the program is important for all States and Territories to help meet critical
skills shortages in areas such as regional healthcare, education, construction
and engineering, and especially for smaller jurisdictions who receive a lower
share of the skilled independent and employer sponsored visa classes.
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Ministers acknowledged the Commonwealth’s intention to reduce visa
processing times for highly skilled migrants. The Commonwealth acknowledged
the advocacy from every State and Territory for additional places.

Ministers discussed longer term migration planning, regional migration,
Designated Area Migration Agreements, State and Territory Migration Plans,
essential skills pathways and specific jurisdictionél issues. State and Territory
ministers welcomed future opportunities to engage on these matters.

Ministers agreed to hold the next Ministerial Migration Roundtable meetingin
early 2026.
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Document 10

THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS, AND ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

MEDIA RELEASE

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Ministerial Migration Roundtable — Communique

State and Territory Ministers from across Australia met in Melbourne on
12 September 2025 at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable to advance
cooperation on migration.

The Federal Assistant Minister for Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs
and Assistant Minister for International Education, the Hon Julian Hill MP,
chaired the Roundtable and reflected on the importance of all levels of
Government working together on migration planning in the national interest.

Assistant Minister Hill re-iterated the Australian Government’s commitment to
collaborating with States and Territories on migration to strengthen the economy
and support communities across the nation.

Minister Hill provided an update on the 2025-26 permanent Migration Program
which will remain steady at 185,000 permanent visas for 2025-26, consistent
with long term sustainable migration levels.

Ministers also discussed the important role that State and Territory governments
play in shaping Australia’s migration program. This includes maintaining the
total State and Territory nominated skilled and regional visa classes, with
planning levels for visa grants to continue at the same level in 2025-26. This part
of the program is important for all States and Territories to help meet critical
skills shortages in areas such as regional healthcare, education, construction
and engineering, and especially for smaller jurisdictions who receive a lower
share of the skilled independent and employer sponsored visa classes.
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Ministers acknowledged the Commonwealth’s intention to reduce visa
processing times for highly skilled migrants. The Commonwealth acknowledged
the advocacy from every State and Territory for additional places.

Ministers discussed longer term migration planning, regional migration,
Designated Area Migration Agreements, State and Territory Migration Plans,
essential skills pathways and specific jurisdictional issues. State and Territory
ministers welcomed future opportunities to engage on these matters.

Ministers agreed to hold the next Ministerial Migration Roundtable meeting in
early 2026.
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Document 10

THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS, AND ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

MEDIA RELEASE

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Ministerial Migration Roundtable — Communique

State and Territory Ministers from across Australia metin Melbourne on
12 September 2025 at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable to advance
cooperation on migration.

The Federal Assistant Minister for Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs
and Assistant Minister for International Education, the Hon Julian Hill MP,
chaired the Roundtable and reflected on the importance of all levels of
Government working together on migration planning in the national interest.

Assistant Minister Hill re-iterated the Australian Government’s commitment to
collaborating with States and Territories on migration to strengthen the economy
and support communities across the nation.

Minister Hill provided an update on the 2025-26 permanent Migration Program
which will remain steady at 185,000 permanent visas for 2025-26, consistent
with long term sustainable migration levels.

Ministers also discussed the important role that State and Territory governments
play in shaping Australia’s migration program. This includes maintaining the
total State and Territory nominated skilled and regional visa classes, with
planning levels for visa grants to continue at the same level in 2025-26. This part
of the program is important for all States and Territories to help meet critical
skills shortages in areas such as regional healthcare, education, construction
and engineering, and especially for smaller jurisdictions who receive a lower
share of the skilled independent and employer sponsored visa classes.
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Ministers acknowledged the Commonwealth’s intention to reduce visa
processing times for highly skilled migrants. The Commonwealth acknowledged
the advocacy from every State and Territory for additional places.

Ministers discussed longer term migration planning, regional migration,

Designated Area Migration Agreements, State and Territory Migration Plans,

essential skills pathways and specific jurisdictional issues. State and Territory
- ministers welcomed future opportunities to engage on these matters.

Ministers agreed to hold the next Ministerial Migration Roundtable meeting in
early 2026.
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Document 10

THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS, AND ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

MEDIA RELEASE

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Ministerial Migration Roundtable — Communique

State and Territory Ministers from across Australia met in Melbourne on
12 September 2025 at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable to advance
cooperation on migration.

The Federal Assistant Minister for Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs
and Assistant Minister for International Education, the Hon Julian Hill MP,
chaired the Roundtable and reflected on the importance of all levels of
Government working together on migration planning in the national interest.

Assistant Minister Hill re-iterated the Australian Government’s commitment to
collaborating with States and Territories on migration to strengthen the economy
and support communities across the nation.

Minister Hill provided an update on the 2025-26 permanent Migration Program
which will remain steady at 185,000 permanent visas for 2025-26, consistent
with long term sustainable migration levels.

Ministers also discussed the important role that State and Territory governments
play in shaping Australia’s migration program. This includes maintaining the
total State and Territory nominated skilled and regional visa classes, with
planning levels for visa grants to continue at the same levelin 2025-26. This part
of the program is important for all States and Territories to help meet critical
skills shortages in areas such as regional healthcare, education, construction
and engineering, and especially for smaller jurisdictions who receive a lower
share of the skilled independent and employer sponsored visa classes.
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Ministers acknowledged the Commonwealth’s intention to reduce visa
processing times for highly skilled migrants. The Commonwealth acknowledged
the advocacy from every State and Territory for additional places.

Ministers discussed longer term migration planning, regional migration,
Designated Area Migration Agreements, State and Territory Migration Plans,
essential skills pathways and specific jurisdictional issues. State and Territory
ministers welcomed future opportunities to engage on these matters.

Ministers agreed to hold the next Ministerial Migration Roundtable meeting in
early 2026.
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Document 10

THE HON JULIAN HILL MP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR CITIZENSHIP, CUSTOMS AND
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS, AND ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

MEDIA RELEASE

12 SEPTEMBER 2025

Ministerial Migration Roundtable - Communique

State and Territory Ministers from across Australia met in Melbourne on
12 September 2025 at the Ministerial Migration Roundtable to advance
cooperation on migration.

The Federal Assistant Minister for Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs
and Assistant Minister for International Education, the Hon Julian Hill MP,
chaired the Roundtable and reflected on the importance of all levels of
Government working together on migration planning in the national interest.

Assistant Minister Hill re-iterated the Australian Government’s commitment to
collaborating with States and Territories on migration to strengthen the economy
and support communities across the nation.

Minister Hill provided an update on the 2025-26 permanent Migration Program
which will remain steady at 185,000 permanent visas for 2025-26, consistent
with long term sustainable migration levels.

Ministers also discussed the important role that State and Territory governments
play in shaping Australia’s migration program. This includes maintaining the
total State and Territory nominated skilled and regional visa classes, with
planning levels for visa grants to continue at the same level in 2025-26. This part
of the program is important for all States and Territories to help meet critical
skills shortages in areas such as regional healthcare, education, construction
and engineering, and especially for smaller jurisdictions who receive a lower
share of the skilled independent and employer sponsored visa classes.
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Ministers acknowledged the Commonwealth’s intention to reduce visa
processing times for highly skilled migrants. The Commonwealth acknowledged
the advocacy from every State and Territory for additional places.

Ministers discussed longer term migration planning, regional migration,
Designated Area Migration Agreements, State and Territory Migration Plans,
essential skills pathways and specific jurisdictional issues. State and Territory
ministers welcomed future opportunities to engage on these matters.

Ministers agreed to hold the next Ministerial Migration Roundtable meeting in
early 2026.

60



NmM _hm_ﬂoﬁ uonewLiou| Jo wopasai4 sy} Japun
By @WoH Jo juswpedsq Aq pasesjay

61



NmM | JOV UojewlIojul Jo Wopaaid ay) Japun
leyy SWoH Jo juswyedaq Ag pssesjay

62



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

63



NmM | JOV UojewlIojul Jo Wopaaid ay) Japun
leyy SWoH Jo juswyedaq Ag pssesjay

64



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

65



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

66



Nmmmh 1oV UoneuLIou] Jo Wopaa.l4 sy} Jspun
11e))y 2WoH Jo Juswpedsq Aq pases|ay

67



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

68



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

69



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

70



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

71



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

72



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

73



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

74



2861 1oV uonewioju] jo wopaai- sy} Japun
slie)y awoH Jo juawpedsq Aq peses|ay

75



Document 18

Western Australia's share of new nominations for 2025/26 will remain over 17% of
the national total, more than 50% above WA's share of the national population,
recognising WA's strong economy and labour market. As well, the Commonwealth
has adjusted the balance of new nominations to better align with Western Australia’s
preferred composition of 60% for Subclass 190 visa and 40% for the Subclass 491
visa. This results in a further 150 in permanent Subclass 190 nominations for 2025-
26 which will help to attract the highest calibre skilled migrants.

Western Australia also continues to outperform in uptake by WA businesses taking
advantage of employer-sponsored Skills in Demand (subclass 482) visa and
Temporary Work (skilled) visa (subclass 457), receiving over 15% of the national
total of visas granted. This reflects the state’s strong economic performance,
particularly in the mining and resources sectors.

Looking ahead, AUKUS is expected to deliver higher paid jobs for Australia which
will change the areas of demand for skills shortage areas in the labour market. The
Commonwealth is committed to ensuring the labour market needs arising from
AUKUS are met, seizing the economic opportunities to come.

Accounting for interim allocations that were provided in August 2025, the remaining
allocation for Western Australia will be:

Visa Category Interim Remaining
Allocation Allocation
Skilled Nominated (subclass 190) visa 180 1,820
Skilled Work Regional (subclass 491) visa 150 1,250
Total 330 3,070

As outlined previously at our meeting and via officials, please be assured that
nomination allocations do not determine the number of visas to be granted in the
program year. Nomination allocations simply represent the number of new primary
applicants each state and territory can nominate this year which are then added to
the queue of existing applications in the on-hand caseload.

As mentioned in the Communique following our meeting there is a pressing need to
reduce processing times by better aligning the number of applications on hand with
the number of visa places available which has informed the total nomination
allocations for this year. Reducing the processing times is very important so that the
program remains an agile economic development tool for states and territories as
well as being much better and fairer to the applicants who you nominate.

Thank you again for your constructive engagement as we work together to maximise
the value of this program. | look forward to continuing to work with states and
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