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Executive summary

Purpose and objectives

® Forethought'

= Outcomes

The research provides a comprehensive assessment of the level of Social Distance for the Jewish community in contemporary Australia compared to four
other key cultural communities: Chinese, First Nations, Indian, and Italian. Further, it provides insight about Australians’ level of understanding and tolerance
for antisemitism, and a measure of Australian’s overall Generalised Antisemitism, in the context of the current Israeli-Gaza conflict.

The objectives of the study were:

Measure willingness for social closeness, and capture current perceptions,
behavioural impacts and identify emotional responses

Quantify the overall level of social closeness and the sentiments and emotional
responses of the Australian population towards the Jewish community compared
to the other cultural groups in this study.

Gather insights into the current perceptions, experiences, and beliefs held across
the Australian population regarding the Jewish community and compared to the
cultural communities in this study. Understand the specific emotions each cultural
group evokes among Australians.

Measure prevalence and intensity of antisemitic attitudes among non-Jewish
Australians, and gather insight into how knowledgeable Australians are about
the Jewish community

Quantify the overall level of support or antipathy among the Australian population
towards the Jewish community, broader Australia’s ability to recognise
antisemitism and whether it discriminates antisemitism from political or
humanitarian activism.

Understand whether antisemitism is viewed as an issue or not, determine the
level of Generalised Antisemitism, Judeophobic Antisemitism and Antizionist
Antisemitism within the Australian population.

This research will equip stakeholders with the knowledge to develop strategic
initiatives that foster greater understanding and tolerance for the Jewish community,
ultimately contributing to a more inclusive Australian society.



Executive summary

Key findings

Community sentiment

Overall, the emotional and attitudinal sentiment toward
the Jewish community is positive, with this being
consistent across all age groups and states.

Among the 35-to-54 and 55-to-74 age groups, the
Jewish community elicits significantly higher positive
emotions—such as surprise, happiness, love, pride, and
contentment. However, the Italian community surpasses
all in this regard, exhibiting significantly higher positive
emotions than all other communities.

Overall, the Jewish community is second — after Italians
— for communities that Australians are willing to share
social closeness. This result is consistent across age
groups and states.

The Jewish community is perceived as productive,
successful, and educated, though perhaps separate
rather than integrated.

Antisemitism in the Australian Context

Australians generally have a sense of the Jewish community and
antisemitism and broadly support the right of Jewish Australians to
speak out against hate speech.

Overall antisemitism and Jew-hate, including violence or hate
speech, are not considered a major concern, including on university
campuses. Despite this, respondents believe that political leaders
could do more to combat these issues. This perspective was
consistent across all age groups.

Overall, Australians’ generalised antisemitism is average, with a
marginally higher degree of antizionist antisemitism. The exception
is the 18-t0-34 age group and students, which show slightly higher
scores. This is evident comparing both subscales — the Judeophobic
Antisemitism (JpAs) subscale and the Antizionist Antisemitism
(AzAs) subscale — where students display a higher degree of
antizionist antisemitism than other groups.

There is a perception that Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions are
viable options for leveraging a change of Israeli government actions.

Australians can easily distinguish between classic religious anti-
Judaism and racial antisemitic tropes, consistently classifying these
as antisemitic or Jew-hate. However, imagery that has been
associated with political antisemitism or linked to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is largely perceived as Acceptable political
activism, and/or Humanitarian activism. Respondents aged 35-t0-54,
55-to-74 and 75+ demonstrated significantly higher results across all
the classification options compared to the 18-t0-34 age group.

® Forethought'

= Outcomes

Students

While the overall population shows homogeneity of
responses to the Jewish community, students are the
exception.

Among students, the Jewish community elicited more
negative emotions and attitudes. The student subgroup
perceives the Jewish community as misaligned with its
values. This is reflected in its lower willingness for Jewish
social inclusion, its tilt towards more negative emotional
responses, and its association between the Jewish
community and colonialism.

When students see antisemitism, they recognise it. But
students are more likely than other age groups to hold
views that are Antizionist Antisemitism, aligned with the
GeAs (Generalised Antisemitism Scale) Antizionist
Antisemitic subscale, and view slogans such as “Frém the
River to the Sea” and “Boycott Divestment an¢d Sanction of
Israel”, as Acceptable political activism.



Section 1
Community Sentiment



Bogardus Scale: Respondents’ overall willingness to participate in social

closeness was highest for the Italian community

This pattern repeated across states overall, with rural areas showing a significantly greater willingness for social closeness with Jewish and First Nations communities
than metropolitan areas. While the Indian community was least likely to elicit a willingness for social closeness broadly, the Jewish community was the exception

amongst students. Rural respondents were significantly less likely to show exclusionary responses to either community.

Please read each of the following statements carefully and select the highest level of closeness you feel comfortable with.

Overall
Indian 254
Chinese 241
First Nations 235
Jewish 2.31
Italian 1.97

| would be willing to accepta | would be willing to accept a

a close relative by marriage a close personal friend

Note: Effect sizing was conducted to determine the substantive significance (effect) of the mean differences between the age groups. No substantial differences were found.
Sample Size: Overall n= 1,951—2,084, Student n= 325—405, 18 to 34 n= 762—897, 35 to 54 n= 557—598, 55 to 74 n= 497—513, 75+ n= 102—107.

269

225

207

274

21

| would be willing to accept a
member of the [community] as member of the [community] as member of the [community] as member of the [community] as member of the [community] as member of the [community] as
a neighbour on the same street

18 to 34

2.52

224

22

247

2.01

| would be willing to accept a

a coworker

35to 54

251

247

243

221

205

| would be willing to accept a

a citizen in my country

55to 74

255

247

237

223

187

| would be willing to accept a

a visitor in my country

6

75+
276
252

251

2.4@

o
1.6%3 )
22

<L <

9]

I would exclude a mersber of
the [community}from my

country

7
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Section 2
Jewish Community and Antisemitism in
the Australian Context



Australians had a sense of the Jewish community’s size and recognised it
was a small sub-set of the overall population. This was consistent across
age cohorts including students

This sense of the Jewish community was borne out within the qualitative inquiry where participants self-assessed their familiarity with the ltalian, Jewish,
Indian, First Nations and Chinese communities. Participants’ average self-assessment score for the Jewish Community was 4.26, the lowest of all
communities (The mean was 7.22, and the Italian community was the most familiar among participants, 6.5)

What proportion of the Australian population is Jewish?

(Overall)
38%
29%
13% 14%
Less than 1% 1% - 4% 5% - 10% 10% - 14% More than 14%

@ ForetHought
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Sub-section 2.2
(GeAs) Generalised Antisemitism Scale



Australians exhibited an average level of generalised antisemitism but a
slightly higher amount of antizionist antisemitism

Antizionist Antisemitism was higher among the student subgroup, which scored higher in the Antizionist Antisemitism (AzAs) subscale, than any other
cohort. The qualitative module uncovered possible reasons for the higher AzAs score during the image classification exercise.

For the most part, participants in the qualitative module identified classic antisemitic tropes as antisemitism. This aligned with the JpAs scale results and
demonstrated that people generally had sufficient awareness to differentiate these patterns. However, in the subsequent activity, which featured images
more closely related to the current conflict, a link between the actions of the Israeli government and protest related to the current conflict emerged. This
connection appeared across ages, and even among the most non-emotive and moderate participants, who, based on their other responses, clearly did
not hold antisemitic views. While antizionist antisemitism exists independently of any conflict, its presence in the Australian context is likely to be
commensurate with the current actions of the Israeli government and the situation in Palestine.

Overall

(Scale 0 to 5)

249 2138 261

GeAs Scale Mean score JpAs Subscale mean score AzAs Subscale mean score
Generalised Antisemitism Scale Judeophobic Antisemitism Sub-scale Antizionist Antisemitism Sub-scale
Sample Size: Overall n=2,079—2,107 @ CFPTSBth ought
Sample Size (qualitative module): n= 50 b Laes
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Marketing Advisory, Strategy and Analytics

Representations of Israel and Jewish people

The meta-analysis shows three persistent motifs that a drawn down on when referring to Israel, and by extension Jewish people

Oppression Warmonger Malevolence
Motif 1: Israel is an oppressor Motif 2: Israel and Jewish command war Motif 3: Israel and Jewish people are malevolent
Links to classic N Y Links to classic N Y Links to classic N Y
antisemitic stereotype: antisemitic stereotype: antisemitic stereotype:
2 1 0 / The amount this motif surfaced 1 30 / The amount this motif surfaced 1 2 0 / The amount this motif surfaced
0 throughout the news article corpus 0 throughout the news article corpus 0 throughout the news article:corpus

@ Farethought
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Participants in the qualitative inquiry were asked to define their
understanding of the term, Jewish homeland. Three themes surfaced

Religiocultural significance Geographic area Contested perception
Land that has cultural and religious The geographic location known as A perception held by the Jewish
significance for Jews that is borne Israel, which exists because of people for unjustly existing on
out of religious texts and a history geopolitical decisions made after Palestinian land, that is now a

of living on that land. (n= 37) WWI and WWII, i.e., 1948. contested region.
(n=31) (n=11)
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Image classification

The classification exercise showed
that Australians saw political
activism within public expression
more often than they saw
antisemitism. This also emerged in
the same exercise within the
qualitative module.

In the quantitative survey, the
exercise revealed an attitudinal
split across age groups; however,
the central pattern remained the
distinction between political
activism and antisemitism.

At the overall level, respondents
35-to-54, 55-to-74 and 75* were
significantly more likely than
respondents 18-to-34 to classify
images that are sympathetic to
Israel as Acceptable political
activism and slogans that may be
considered closer in sentiment to
antizionist antisemitism as
Unacceptable political activism.

This was not always the case in the
qualitative research.

Images that were sympathetic to
Israel were sometimes classified as
Unacceptable political activism, on
the basis that standing in unity with
Israel was incommensurate with
the outcomes of the current conflict
and Israeli government actions.

Participants did not view protests
about the Middle East conflict as
antisemitic, despite the nature of
the slogans used. In defining
whether an image was Acceptable
political activism or not, people
applied two principles —
proportionality and conduct — to
guide their decision.
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Section 3
Demographics and Profiling
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Trustworthiness: Respondents would consult the media and academics
ahead of Government and family as trustworthy sources of information

This result was consistent across cohorts, except for the 55-to-74 cohort, which was significantly more likely to consult the media. Students would also
consult the media; however, the 18-to-34 cohort was marginally less inclined to do so. This group would consult media, academics and family or friends
almost equivalently. The state view showed that VIC/TAS and WA were significantly more likely to seek information from family or friends.

If you needed information from a trustworthy source on an important issue which of the following would you most

likely go to?
(Overall)
38%
32% 31% 31%
18%
14%
Media Academic  Government Family or  Police or law Social media ommunlty
experts or officials or friends enforcement  platforms leaders

researchers agencies

Note: Multiple responses were allowed for this question, so these results may not sum to 100%. Figures may not sum to 100% due to rounding.

4%
|

Religious
leaders

4% 6%
s RS
Employer Other
@Forethought'
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Section 4
Key take-aways



Takeaway 1:
Australians’ sentiment towards the Jewish
community is generally positive

+ The Australian Jewish community is second (2.31 distance score) — after Italians (1.97 distance score) — for communities that
Australians are willing to share social closeness with.

* Among older age cohorts, the Jewish community generates higher positive emotional responses — surprise, happiness, love,
pride and contentment.

+ The Jewish community is not categorically perceived as a perpetrator, unaligned to values, displaced or a coloniser, although it is
one of the lowest ranked community in this regard, after the Chinese. Itis also perceived as powerful; however, this may have
negative undertones.

» Australians view the Jewish community as productive, successful and educated, but somewhat insular.

@ ForetHought
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Takeaway 2:
A focus on students is required

« Students’ sentiment and emotional response towards the Jewish community tends to be lower than that of other age cohorts and
students are less willing to share social closeness with the Jewish community.

» The Jewish community is perceived as not aligned to the values of this group, and the group has a slightly stronger perception of
the Jewish community as a coloniser compared to other communities and compared with other age cohorts.

» This cohort recognises antisemitism when exposed to classic antisemitic trope imagery, but the group does score higher on the
Antizionist Antisemitic subscale that forms part of the GeAs (Generalised Antisemitism Scale).

» While students are a sub-group of the 18-to-34 cohort, the two are not synonymous.

Insight — Parallel between Australian First Nations and Palestinians

A hypothesis is that students have drawn a parallel between Palestinians and First Nations Australians. This is apparent in their
semantic scale results and the results of the student emotions web. This may provide context, for the cohort’s classification of
acceptable political activism when slogans speak to land, place and belonging.

& OJoles
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Takeaway 3:
Australians have a general ‘sense’ of the
Jewish community and antisemitism

+ Australians support the Jewish community’s right to speak out against hate speech.

» Australians do not perceive antisemitism and Jew-hate, including violence and hate speech, as major concerns; this includes on
university campuses.

+ However, they believe that political leaders could to more related to these issues.

» Australians show an average level of generalised antisemitism, with a marginally higher degree of antizionist antisemitism, and in
this regard, students index slightly more than other cohorts.

+ For the large majority, Australians can easily distinguish between classic religious anti-Judaism and racial antisemitic tropes and
classified these as antisemitism or Jew-hate.

» On the other hand, imagery that may be associated with political antisemitism or that is linked to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is
largely perceived as political activism to address a humanitarian need.

@ ForetHought
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Takeaway 4:

Australians are inclined to see political activism in
public expression rather than antisemitism, even if
the activism is unacceptable

« There is a level of acceptance for political activism related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict within the broader Australian
community.

» Australians feel a sense of licence, to measure their opinion of whether something is acceptable or unacceptable political
activism, based on whether they believe the response is proportional to Palestine’s position.

» In Australian’s minds there is a relationship between what is acceptable political activism and what is a disproportionate
response by the Israeli government. This link is intractable, but it offers a powerful opportunity.

» Australians expect protests, regardless of the side, to remain peaceful, cause no harm to property or life, and avoid denigration.

Insight — Principles of proportionality and conduct to evaluate political activism

In the qualitative module people felt justified equating their categorisation of the images commensurate with the outcomes of the
current conflict. People would apply principles of proportionality — e.g., /s this protest, message proportionate to what is going on? =
and good conduct — e.g., act peacefully, do no harm, damage no property, do not denigrate — to justify their decision.

@ ForetHought’
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Appendix 1
Approach
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Appendix 3
Exhibit catalogue: age/state views
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