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Purpose and objectives

The research provides a comprehensive assessment of the level of Social Distance for the Jewish community in contemporary Australia compared to four 
other key cultural communities: Chinese, First Nations, Indian, and Italian. Further, it provides insight about Australians’ level of understanding and tolerance 
for antisemitism, and a measure of Australian’s overall Generalised Antisemitism, in the context of the current Israeli-Gaza conflict.

The objectives of the study were:

Measure willingness for social closeness, and capture current perceptions, 
behavioural impacts and identify emotional responses

Quantify the overall level of social closeness and the sentiments and emotional 
responses of the Australian population towards the Jewish community compared 
to the other cultural groups in this study.

Gather insights into the current perceptions, experiences, and beliefs held across 
the Australian population regarding the Jewish community and compared to the 
cultural communities in this study. Understand the specific emotions each cultural 
group evokes among Australians.

Measure prevalence and intensity of antisemitic attitudes among non-Jewish 
Australians, and gather insight into how knowledgeable Australians are about 
the Jewish community

Quantify the overall level of support or antipathy among the Australian population 
towards the Jewish community, broader Australia’s ability to recognise 
antisemitism and whether it discriminates antisemitism from political or 
humanitarian activism.

Understand whether antisemitism is viewed as an issue or not, determine the 
level of Generalised Antisemitism, Judeophobic Antisemitism and Antizionist 
Antisemitism within the Australian population.

This research will equip stakeholders with the knowledge to develop strategic 
initiatives that foster greater understanding and tolerance for the Jewish community, 
ultimately contributing to a more inclusive Australian society.

Executive summary
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Executive summary
Key findings

Community sentiment
Overall, the emotional and attitudinal sentiment toward 
the Jewish community is positive, with this being 
consistent across all age groups and states.

Among the 35-to-54 and 55-to-74 age groups, the 
Jewish community elicits significantly higher positive 
emotions—such as surprise, happiness, love, pride, and 
contentment. However, the Italian community surpasses 
all in this regard, exhibiting significantly higher positive 
emotions than all other communities.

Overall, the Jewish community is second — after Italians 
— for communities that Australians are willing to share 
social closeness. This result is consistent across age 
groups and states.

The Jewish community is perceived as productive, 
successful, and educated, though perhaps separate 
rather than integrated.

Students
While the overall population shows homogeneity of 
responses to the Jewish community, students are the 
exception. 

Among students, the Jewish community elicited more 
negative emotions and attitudes. The student subgroup 
perceives the Jewish community as misaligned with its 
values. This is reflected in its lower willingness for Jewish 
social inclusion, its tilt towards more negative emotional 
responses, and its association between the Jewish 
community and colonialism. 

When students see antisemitism, they recognise it. But 
students are more likely than other age groups to hold 
views that are Antizionist Antisemitism, aligned with the 
GeAs (Generalised Antisemitism Scale) Antizionist 
Antisemitic subscale, and view slogans such as “From the 
River to the Sea” and “Boycott Divestment and Sanction of 
Israel”, as Acceptable political activism.

Antisemitism in the Australian Context
Australians generally have a sense of the Jewish community and 
antisemitism and broadly support the right of Jewish Australians to 
speak out against hate speech.

Overall antisemitism and Jew-hate, including violence or hate 
speech, are not considered a major concern, including on university 
campuses. Despite this, respondents believe that political leaders 
could do more to combat these issues. This perspective was 
consistent across all age groups.

Overall, Australians’ generalised antisemitism is average, with a 
marginally higher degree of antizionist antisemitism. The exception 
is the 18-to-34 age group and students, which show slightly higher 
scores. This is evident comparing both subscales – the Judeophobic 
Antisemitism (JpAs) subscale and the Antizionist Antisemitism 
(AzAs) subscale – where students display a higher degree of 
antizionist antisemitism than other groups.

There is a perception that Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions are 
viable options for leveraging a change of Israeli government actions.

Australians can easily distinguish between classic religious anti-
Judaism and racial antisemitic tropes, consistently classifying these 
as antisemitic or Jew-hate. However, imagery that has been 
associated with political antisemitism or linked to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is largely perceived as Acceptable political 
activism, and/or Humanitarian activism. Respondents aged 35-to-54, 
55-to-74 and 75+ demonstrated significantly higher results across all
the classification options compared to the 18-to-34 age group.
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