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From: Mark GROOTE
To:
Subject: FW: Home Affairs involvement w/Dandenong council matter [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Saturday, 24 May 2025 9:02:52 PM
Attachments:

Home Affairs sent in over Dandenong bazaar furore.pdf

OFFICIAL

Hi Team

For your visibility – a few articles from tonight.

I’ve been messaging with AM Hill this evening, and have just provided him with what we sent to
The Age.  He has concerns the council aren’t separating the issue of street naming and our
assistance enough, and I’ve agreed that I’ll talk to council to reiterate our position on Monday. 

 – thanks so much for your work this afternoon in preparing the response!

Cheers
Mark

Mark Groote
First Assistant Secretary | Office of Community Cohesion
Department of Home Affairs

M: 

I am sending this email at a time that is convenient for me, and don’t expect you to respond outside of your
working hours.

OFFICIAL

From: @homeaffairs.gov.au> 
Sent: Saturday, 24 May 2025 8:20 PM
To: Mark GROOTE @HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>
Subject: Home Affairs involvement w/Dandenong council matter

Good evening Mark,

Please find attached a PDF of the article: ‘Home Affairs sent in over Dandenong bazaar furore’.

It is also available at the following link: https://links.streem.com.au/brisbane-times-20250524-
OBmR8dGTKkGtOU1hVhRhkQrKm9
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I have included the response which went to the journalist for your reference, and I have included
the noting email from OMHA’s office.

Yours sincerely,

Director Media and Social Media.
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From:
To:
Subject: FW: SOSOG meeting [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Date: Tuesday, 29 July 2025 4:48:45 PM
Attachments: SOSOG Agenda - 2 April 2025.docx

image001.jpg
Attachment A - Social Cohesion Operational Plan - City of Greater Dandenong - Ethnic Tensions within
Diaspora Commu.docx

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

From: @homeaffairs.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 1 April 2025 9:14 AM
To: Mark GROOTE @HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>
Cc: @homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@homeaffairs.gov.au>; 
@homeaffairs.gov.au>

Subject: FW: SOSOG meeting [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

Hi Mark

With thanks to  for preparing these points, please see the below and attached to support
you in the SOSOG meeting on Wednesday 2 April from 2:00 – 4:00pm (CBR time).

Kind regards

A/g Executive Officer to Mark Groote
First Assistant Secretary | Office of Community Cohesion
Strengthening Democracy Taskforce
Department of Home Affairs
M: 
E: @homeaffairs.gov.au| @homeaffairs.gov.au
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cid:image001.jpg@01D869CB.3C4E1F60

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

From: @homeaffairs.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 31 March 2025 5:46 PM
To: @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: FW: SOSOG meeting [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

Hi 

Some dot points ahead of Wednesday’s SOSOG meeting for Mark G as requested:

· In mid-November 2024, Assistant Minister Hill requested the Department undertake a
deep dive on broader social cohesion issues associated with newly arrived migrants from
Afghanistan since the Fall of Kabul in August 2021.

· At the Ministerial Forum on Multicultural Affairs on 6 December 2024, Refugee,
Humanitarian and Settlement Division (RHSD) agreed to lead a project with
state/territory government counterparts as part of the SOSOG work program – see:
Ministerial Forum on Multicultural Affairs – Communique.  The projects aims to:

o Map out the settlement programs provided by various levels of government
o Analyse gaps in availability of settlement support services
o Identify challenges around access to these services by the Afghan community.

· In December 2024, RHSD produced the Afghan community cohesion paper in December
2024.

o As part of the project, RHSD indicated they would select two or three Local
Government Areas in Victoria and NSW that have a high concentration of Afghan
arrivals to explore any emerging issues and/or difficulties around access to
services by newly-arrived Afghans to ascertain gaps in access/service provision.

· In January 2025, some Hazara business traders in the Thomas Street Cultural Precinct in
Dandenong approached the City of Greater Dandenong Council to rename the precinct
known since 2006 as the ‘Afghan Bazaar’.

o Tensions have since escalated with reports of death threats and physical
altercations at schools, parks, pools, community organisations and businesses,
with community leaders and the local council growing increasingly concerned
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about community safety and cohesion.
· On 19 February 2025,  Assistant Minister Hill contacted Regional Director VIC/TAS

Melissa Kay to advise of growing tension and escalation of violence between ethnic
communities from Afghanistan in central Dandenong.

o This outreach coincided with the Mayor of Greater Dandenong, Cr Jim Memeti,
writing to AM Hill’s office seeking:
§  A meeting with elders from various diaspora communities from

Afghanistan to issue a joint statement calling for calm and respectful
behaviour. This meeting and a joint media release took place on 21
February 2025.

§ A tripartite working group, led by the Victorian Multicultural Commission,
engaging women, youth and other community members from
Afghanistan, to promote cohesion, settlement and integration.

§ Funding to the Victorian Multicultural Commission or Department of
Premier and Cabinet Victoria to support the aforementioned project.

· On 13 March 2025, you met with the City of Greater Dandenong to discuss Council
concerns and proposed initiative to strengthen social cohesion in collaboration with
neighbouring councils – City of Casey and Shire of Cardinia.

o The Office of Community Cohesion has agreed to provide an independent
facilitator to help the three Councils run workshops to promote unity, respectful
dialogue and social cohesion.

o Current discussions are underway with the Victorian Multicultural Commission
and three Councils to progress next steps, including establishing a Steering
Group.

· RHSD see the SOSG project less of a separate piece of work but more something that can
help inform/support further action over the longer term.

Attachments:   
Attachment A – Social Cohesion Operational Plan – Ethnic tensions within

diaspora communities from Afghanistan (Mar 2025)

Thanks,

______________________________________

 
Director Engagement | Office of Community Cohesion
Executive Group
Department of Home Affairs
P:   | M: 
E:  @homeaffairs.gov.au
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OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

Social Cohesion Operational Plan:  
City of Greater Dandenong – Ethnic Tensions within 

Diaspora Communities from Afghanistan  
Date 19 March 2025 Version: 2 

Contact Officer: 
Mark Groote 
First Assistant Secretary, Office of Community 
Cohesion 

Ph:  

Background 
• Afghanistan is home to several ethnic groups, with Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks and other

ethnicities competing for political power, territory and resources. These tensions were amplified during
the Taliban’s rule in Afghanistan from 1994 to 2001 when they increased their persecution of minorities
including Hazaras. These divisions further intensified following the withdrawal of the United States
Armed Forces from Afghanistan and the Taliban’s return to power in August 2021.

• In Australia, ethnic tensions have played out in diaspora communities from Afghanistan. Pashtuns,
Tajiks, Hazaras and Uzbeks from Afghanistan often remain divided along ethnic lines, with their
respective community organisations reflecting these divisions through their membership base, naming
practices and advocacy.

• In Victoria, there has been a reported increase in ethnic-related conflict among young people arriving
from Afghanistan since the fall of Kabul in August 2021. Victoria Police report an increase in young
people from Afghanistan engaging in anti-social and criminal behaviour, and consequently coming into
contact with the justice system.

• In January 2025, some Hazara business traders in the Thomas Street Cultural Precinct in the City of
Greater Dandenong approached the Council to rename the precinct known since 2006 as the ‘Afghan
Bazaar’.  Tensions have since escalated with reports of death threats and physical altercations at
schools, parks, pools, community organisations and businesses, with community leaders and the local
council growing increasingly concerned about community safety and cohesion.

Home Affairs response 
• The Department of Home Affairs Regional Director VIC/TAS, Community Liaison Officer (CLO)

network, Settlement Operations Network, and Countering Foreign Interference Coordination Centre
(CFICC) are actively engaged with diaspora communities from Afghanistan in Victoria and service
providers supporting communities.

• The Department’s Office of Community Cohesion has convened several meetings with Victorian
Government agencies, Council, and law enforcement agencies to address growing social cohesion
concerns in the Greater Dandenong area.
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From:
To:
Cc:  
Subject: FW: URGENT: for review 27/2 AM Hill advice on social cohesion plan for Afghan communities in Dandenong

[SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Date: Wednesday, 5 March 2025 9:53:33 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

City of Greater Dandenong - 04MAR2025.docx
Importance: High

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

Hi

Some rough notes from yesterday’s meeting with Council.

Next steps:
· RD VIC/TAS reaching out to Victorian governement for clarity on their response plan –

refer email trail attached.
· OCC to consider dove-tailing resources tailored from draft Social Cohesion Engagment

Framework at end of month into any consultations being planned/funded by Council or
state governement (tbc).

Happy to discuss further anytime.

Thanks,

______________________________________

Director Engagement | Office of Community Cohesion
Executive Group
Department of Home Affairs
P | M:
E @homeaffairs.gov.au
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• Triggered the Councillors and CEO that they must do something.
• Mayor called for peace talk last week – invited 20 people – 10 that support the change of

name, 10 that do not. 20 leaders signed statement calling for peace.
• Thankful of RD and CLO, Victoria Police.
• Councillor wants to bring notice of motion next Tuesday night (11 March) – public Council

meeting.  Working with police to ensure safety of staff, community and Councillor.

Options put forward by Council: 

• Formally register the name of the precinct – precinct was originally named more for
branding and marketing purposes.

o Believe this won’t resolve the problem or tension.
• Council has lost trust with the community and will be perceived as being biased.
• Already seeing some community members abandoning the shops.
• Council seeking support from Commonwealth and Victorian state government to

demonstrate the three tiers of government all promote social cohesion.
• Council is not anticipating to lead the consultation process – they are hoping for funds to

arrange a third party, independent facilitator to lead the dialogue.
• Tight timeframe – if Council do not receive a commitment by next Tuesday, they may be left

with the least preferred option of formally registering the precinct.
• Intend to write to AM Hill and Victorian state government later today.
• Council keen to focus on themes that would unite them – parked the issue of the name.

Office of Community Cohesion input: 

• Outlined whole-of-society Social Cohesion Engagement Framework and offered to tailor
resources to support Council, community leaders or third-party facilitator address current
community tensions.

• Noted draft Framework will be received at the end of the month.
• Made clear that the decision to name/rename (or not name at all) precinct rests with local

Council.

Regional Director 

• Promised to follow up Victorian Government to find out what they are planning, noting
Council is needing to know whether funding is available ahead of the next Council meeting
on Tuesday 11 March.

 
Director Engagement 
Office of Community Engagement 
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Key Issues

1. On 19 February 2025, Mayor of Greater Dandenong, Jim Memeti, wrote to your office
seeking:

a. A meeting with the elders from various Afghan communities to issue a joint
statement calling for calm and respectful behaviour. This meeting and a joint media
release took place on 21 February 2025. Please refer paragraph 2.

b. A tripartite working group, led by the Victorian Multicultural Commission, engaging
women, youth and other community members from Afghanistan, to promote
cohesion, settlement, and integration.

c. Funding to the Victorian Multicultural Commission or Department of Premier and
Cabinet Victoria to support the aforementioned project.

2. On 21 February 2025, the Mayor of Greater Dandenong, Jim Memeti, held a meeting with
Afghan community leaders, where a joint media release was drafted and signed by attendees.
Home Affairs Regional Director VIC/TAS attended on your behalf, along with the Melbourne-
based Community Liaison Officer for communities from Afghanistan.

3. On 21 February 2025, you requested that:

a. the Department draft a Social Cohesion Response Plan;

i. this can be found at Attachment A;

b. the aforementioned letter from Mayor of Greater Dandenong, Jim Memeti, be
treated as formal correspondence;

i. this has been registered as MC25-005792 and the Department will respond
directly, outlining the actions in the Social Cohesion Operational Plan; and

c. the Department consider and identify appropriate funding to support
intra-community dialogue, particularly engaging youth, women, and leaders, to
ensure cohesion and prevent spill over or escalations.

i. Please refer paragraphs 4-6.

4. In addition to further and continued engagement supported by Regional Director VIC/TAS and
the Community Liaison Officer for communities from Afghanistan, the Office of Community
Cohesion (the Office) recommends leveraging the existing contract between the Department
and strategic communications firm SenateSHJ, to support intra-community dialogue and
structured discussion to promote social cohesion.

5. The Department has contracted the services of SenateSHJ to develop a Whole-of-Society
Social Cohesion Engagement Framework, including support for extensive stakeholder
engagement and consultation. This provides a constructive and directly relevant means to
engage across Afghan communities in Dandenong, Victoria, while also supporting a nationally
relevant framework and tools to support social cohesion.

a. The initial contract is valued at $171,250 (GST Exclusive).
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b. The framework will include shared principles for promoting social cohesion across
society, and methods of engagement and collaboration between levels of
government, communities and individuals.

c. The Framework has been co-designed through an extensive engagement program,
which has included engagement with Commonwealth Departments, all state and
territory governments (including the Victorian Multicultural Commission), peak
bodies, and community organisations.

6. Once finalised in March 2025, SenateSHJ will submit:

a. The Framework, which includes a vision, pillars and narrative promoting social
cohesion.

b. An activation plan, which will include how to use the messages in the Framework
for different stages of a social cohesion crisis.

c. A comprehensive toolkit that can be tailored different sectors/stakeholders should
this be required.

7. The Office of Community Cohesion has considered the benefits of a bespoke funding
arrangement to support community dialogue with youth, women, and leaders.

a. The Framework will provide practical information and tools to support
organisations, businesses, and individuals to understand the role they can play in
strengthening and protecting Australia’s social cohesion.

b. Local councils and service providers will be able to draw upon and leverage the
range of resources that will become available through the Framework and toolkit.

c. The Office suggests that once finalised in March 2025, the Regional Director
VIC/TAS and Community Liaison Network VIC would share the framework and
toolkit with Greater Dandenong City Council and assist the Council and Victorian
Multicultural Commission to use these resources in the community dialogue with
youth, women, and leaders.

d. The Office considers the use of the framework and toolkit will achieve the intended
outcome of the proposed funded intra-community dialogue (paragraph 3.c.).

Background 

8. The Department of Home Affairs Community Liaison Officer Network in Victoria has been
engaging with local community members in Dandenong in response to recent community
tensions surrounding the naming of the Thomas Street Cultural Precinct.

9. Escalations including physical altercations and threats of violence have been reported.

10. A group of Hazara community members are seeking the renaming of the ‘Afghan Bazaar’ to
‘Little Bamyan’ as they claim the term Afghan is not inclusive of their community.

11. Other community members wish to retain the name, indicating that it represents the long-
standing historical ties between Australia and Afghanistan, and the contribution of Afghan
immigrants to the Dandenong area.
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12. Council have indicated that many businesses in Thomas Street are operated by members of
the Hazara community and that there are also more than 20 businesses operated by people of
Pashtun, Tajik, or other ethnic backgrounds, with links to Afghanistan and/or Pakistan.

Consultation – Internal/External 

13. Internal – Regional Director VIC/TAS, Community Liaison Network VIC, and Countering Foreign
Interference Coordination Centre.

14. External – Victoria Police, AFP and City of Greater Dandenong Council.

Consultation – Secretary / Associate Secretary Immigration / ABF Commissioner 

15. The Secretary was not consulted on this submission.

16. The Associate Secretary Immigration was not consulted on this submission.

17. The ABF Commissioner was not consulted on this submission.

Client Service Implications 

18. Nil

Risks and Sensitivities 

19. Council has indicated that whilst there are genuinely and strongly held views about the
naming of the cultural precinct in Dandenong, these are a symptom of deeper-seated ethnic
tensions. Council suggest that it is clear that pain and trauma from conflicts in Afghanistan are
driving some of the sentiment and division.

20. There are risks of further escalation and spill over to other states and other community
settings, such as schools and other community spaces.

Financial/Systems/Legal/Deregulation/Media Implications 

21. The Office has contracted the services of strategic communications firm SenateSHJ, to develop
a Whole-of-Society Social Cohesion Engagement Framework. Resources will be tailored to
address the specific concerns relating to the Thomas Street Cultural Precinct.

22. Nil media implications for the Department as upcoming consultations with communities will
be led by the City of Greater Dandenong Council and/or Victorian Multicultural Commission.

Attachments 

Attachment A City of Greater Dandenong – Thomas Street Cultural Precinct: Social Cohesion 
Operational Plan 
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Authorising Officer 

Cleared by: 

 
Senior Director 
Office of Community Cohesion 

Date: 27/02/2025 
Ph:  

Contact Officer , Acting First Assistant Secretary, Office of Community Cohesion, Ph:  

CC Secretary 
Associate Secretary Immigration 
DS Executive 
GM Immigration Programs 
FAS Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs 
FAS Office of Community Cohesion 
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OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

City of Greater Dandenong – Thomas Street 
Cultural Precinct: Social Cohesion Operational Plan 

Date 27 February 2025 Version: 1 

Contact Officer:  
 

Director, Office of Community Cohesion (OCC) 
Ph:  

Background 
• Afghanistan is home to several ethnic groups, with Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks and others

competing for political power, territory and resources. These tensions were amplified during the
Taliban’s rule in Afghanistan from 1994 to 2001 when they increased their persecution of the
Hazara minority. These divisions further intensified following the United States’ withdrawal from
Afghanistan and the Taliban’s return to power in August 2021.

• In Australia, these ethnic tensions have played out in diaspora communities from Afghanistan.
Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaras and Uzbeks from Afghanistan often remain divided along ethnic lines,
with their respective community organisations reflecting these divisions through their
membership, naming and advocacy.

• In January 2025, Hazara business traders in the Thomas Street Cultural Precinct in the City of
Greater Dandenong (known as ‘Afghan Bazaar’ when upgraded in 2014) approached the Council
to rename the precinct “Little Bamyan”. Bamyan is a province in central Afghanistan with a large
Hazara population.  Tensions have since escalated with reports of death threats and physical
altercations, with community leaders and the local council growing increasingly concerned about
community safety and cohesion.

Home Affairs response 
• The Department of Home Affairs is actively engaged with the communities from Afghanistan and

wider community in Victoria,. Recent engagements and activities relevant to this matter include:
o 10 February 2025

 City of Casey (Regional Director (RD) VIC/TAS and Community Liaison Officer
(CLO))

o 12 February 2025





 City of Greater Dandenong (RD VIC/TAS, CLO and Counter Foreign Interference
Coordination Centre (CFICC))


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o 17 February 2025

 Department of Premier and Cabinet, Victorian Government (CFICC)


o 18 February 2025





o 21 February 2025
 City of Greater Dandenong community leaders forum (RD VIC/TAS and CLO)

 Victoria Police (CLO)



o 25 February 2025



•

Council Response 
• On 19 February 2025, Mayor Jim Memeti of the City of Greater Dandenong sent a letter to the

Assistant Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs, the Hon Julian Hill MP, and the
Victorian State Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Ingrid Stitt MLC, detailing the divisions within the
communities from Afghanistan and seeking an urgent meeting with community leaders and key
government stakeholders.
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• On 21 February 2025, the City of Greater Dandenong coordinated an Afghan community leaders’
forum which included Home Affairs Regional Director VIC/TAS (representing Assistant Minister
Hill) and CLO, alongside Victoria Police, Australian Federal Police (AFP), and representatives
and faith leaders across the communities from Afghanistan.

• On 21 February 2025, the City of Greater Dandenong issued a media release calling for peace
and calm in the community. A joint statement was signed by those attending the community
leaders’ forum reiterating calls for calm.

• The Council is planning further consultation as part of the formal process when considering any
name change proposed by the community. However, the Council is concerned about the evolving
nature of the issue, and the underlying cracks in community cohesion that will not ultimately be
addressed through a Council process.

Victorian Government response 
• No known response, however Home Affairs Regional Director VIC/TAS is scheduled to meet with

the Victorian Multicultural Commission on 28 February 2025 to discuss the issue.
Law enforcement response 
• Victoria Police is currently monitoring the situation, and will continue to engage with relevant

community and government stakeholders.

• AFP has encouraged stakeholders to report any foreign interference concerns to the National
Security Hotline.

Media 
• Hazara push to rename Dandenong precinct | Dandenong Star Journal (30 January 2025)

• Fight over 'divisive' Afghan Bazaar change | Dandenong Star Journal (10 February 2025)

• Council weighs up Afghan Bazaar debate | Dandenong Star Journal (11 February 2025)

• Consideration of the name of the Cultural Precinct around Thomas Street | Greater Dandenong
Council (13 February 2025)

Key lines of effort to protect social cohesion 
1. Public communications: Ensuring we have a proactive communications strategy to promote

calm, unity and confidence.
2. Engaging with the community: Ensuring we have open engagement channels to hear the

concerns of affected communities.
3. Engaging with VIC and Local Governments: Ensuring our plan is informed by and

coordinated with state government agencies.

Response Plan 

Communications approach 

Preliminary actions  

• Joint statement signed by City of Greater Dandenong, Victoria Police and community leaders
from Afghanistan calling for calm and reiterating importance of community safety and peace.

• AFP and CFICC have encouraged concerned members of the community and the Council to
report any allegations of foreign interference to the National Security Hotline.
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Recent engagements with the Afghan and wider community that have raised this issue include:

· City of Casey – Mon 10 Feb (CLO)
·
·
· City of Greater Dandenong – Wed 12 Feb (RD VIC/TAS, CLO and CFICC)
·
· Department of Premier & Cabinet, Victorian Government – Mon 17 Feb (CFICC)
·
·

Further engagements with Afghan community stakeholders and Victoria Police’s Multicultural
Liaison Unit in Dandenong are currently being scheduled for Fri 21 February.

Some of the key points from these engagements are:

A further update can be provided after Friday’s engagements.

Please advise if you need any further information.

Kind regards,

A/g Director Strategic Engagement Victoria
Immigration Group
Department of Home Affairs
T:   M: 

  Document 8 
Page 2 of 3

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii) s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 47E(d)

s. 47F(1)
s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)



E: @homeaffairs.gov.au

signature-block-graphic.JPG

Personal-Privacy
OFFICIAL: Sensitive

Document 8 
Page 3 of 3

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)



From:  @cgd.vic.gov.au> on behalf of 
@cgd.vic.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 10:43
To: Hill, Julian (MP) <Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au>; 

@minstaff.vic.gov.au>; @parliament.vic.gov.au
@parliament.vic.gov.au>

Cc:  @cgd.vic.gov.au>
Subject: Cultural precinct on Thomas Street, Dandenong

Dear Jullian and ,

I am writing to urgently seek your support in addressing an escalating community
concern regarding the name of the cultural precinct on Thomas Street, Dandenong.
The situation has intensified in recent weeks, with deep divisions emerging within the
community over the use of the name “Afghan Bazaar.”

Council has now received well over 100 pieces of correspondence and two formal
petitions, each signed by hundreds of residents—one petition calling for a renaming
to “Little Bamiyan” and the other strongly opposing any change. The heightened
tensions have placed significant pressure on Council to take immediate action and
ensure a fair, transparent, and inclusive process moving forward.

It is important to clarify that Council has never undertaken a formal naming process
for either the "Afghan Bazaar" or "Little India" cultural precincts. These names were
registered purely for branding and marketing purposes and were not formally
designated as place names under Geographic Place Names Victoria. The official
street name remains Thomas Street.

Given the complexity and sensitivity of the issue, Council strongly believes that a
simple name change process alone will not resolve the underlying divisions. Instead,
we are committed to undertaking a thorough, independent consultation to
objectively assess the concerns and foster constructive dialogue within the
community. Our goal is to promote social cohesion and resilience among the diverse
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people of all ethnic backgrounds in Afghanistan living in the Melbourne southeast.

To implement this approach effectively, we urgently request a joint contribution from
both Federal and State governments to support Council in managing this matter. The
community expects a clear response at the upcoming public meeting on Tuesday, 11
March. Without confirmation of support from higher levels of government, Council
will have no choice but to initiate the Geographic Place Naming process—an
approach we know will not adequately address the broader community concerns.

Given the urgency, I would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you both (online
or in-person) to discuss this matter further. My office will be in touch to arrange a
suitable time for a joint meeting in the next couple of days.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this pressing issue. I look forward to your
prompt response.

Regards,

 (she/her)
Chief Executive Officer
P: 
PO Box 200 Dandenong Vic 3175
www.greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au

Disclaimer

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, any
dissemination, copying or use of the information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in
error please delete it immediately from your system and inform us by email to
administrator@cgd.vic.gov.au.

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author.
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He would also like us to prepare a response to some of questions (not all) from the OCC,
that centres around how we are working with the local council to work through the current
issues.

I’ve attached a template for your input please, if possible by COB today/first thing tomorrow
morning to meet the journalist’s deadline for inclusion.

Happy to discuss.

Kind regards

Assistant Director | Media and Social Media
Media and Communication Branch | Executive Coordination Division
Department of Home Affairs
M:  Media line: 
E: @homeaffairs.gov.au

OFFICIAL

From:  (J. Hill, MP) @aph.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 17 March 2025 12:41 PM
To: Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>;  (J. Hill, MP)

@aph.gov.au>
Cc: DLO.Hill @homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@homeaffairs.gov.au>; Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>;
@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; 

@homeaffairs.gov.au>; 
@homeaffairs.gov.au>; Mark GROOTE

@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Melissa KAY @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: Re: For info: Media enquiry from - February 21 'Peace Talks' Afghan Bazaar
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

Hi 

Statement as discussed which Julian has already given to the local paper: 

“Obviously the naming of places is a matter for the local council as the Federal
Parliament has no power under the Constitution about that sort of thing.

“I encourage the Council and everyone with a genuine view to look for a way forward
that brings the whole community together.
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“Hazara people have been persecuted for decades in many parts of the world and it’s
a very sensitive issue which needs to be considered with respect.

“It is also clear that there are much broader issues than just a local place name.
Reports of ethnic tensions and threats of violence and conflict in schools, parks, pools,
community organisations and businesses are deeply worrying and beyond the ability
of a single council to address.

“Every Australian has the right to feel safe, and the vast majority of Australians
including people from Afghanistan do not want such conflicts to impact daily life in
our country.

“It is especially important that all so-called leaders - whether political, faith or
community leaders - set a positive example for the younger generation of Australians
in how to bring people together not divide the community and resolve differences in a
courteous way.

“I have asked the Department of Home Affairs to engage with councils and the
Victorian Government to explore a broader process to engage the community in a
positive and enduring way, to ensure all people from Afghanistan settle in well to life
in Australia.”

From: Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2025 9:54 am
To:   (J. Hill, MP) @aph.gov.au>;  (J. Hill,
MP) @aph.gov.au>
Cc: DLO.Hill @homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@homeaffairs.gov.au>; Home Affairs Media
<media@homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; 
@homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@homeaffairs.gov.au>; Mark GROOTE
@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Melissa KAY

@homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: For info: Media enquiry from  - February 21 'Peace Talks' Afghan Bazaar
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Good morning  and ,

We received the below media enquiry from  regarding the Afghan Bazaar. Passing this
on to you in case you would like to handle directly – please let us know your preferred approach,
and if you would like us to prepare a response for your consideration.

Kind regards
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OFFICIAL

Good afternoon,

Please find attached and below a response to  for your noting:

Attributable to a Departmental spokesperson:

· The Department of Home Affairs attended the community leaders forum in
Dandenong on 21 February 2025 at the invitation of the City of Greater
Dandenong.

· At the meeting, a joint statement was signed by elders and community leaders
calling for calm and peace.

· The naming of places in the City of Greater Dandenong is a matter for the local
Council.

· We will continue to work with councils, state and territory governments and
across the community to foster greater social cohesion, understanding and
inclusion of all communities that contribute to our vibrant and resilient
multicultural society.

On background OFFICIAL (for use in reporting, not for attribution):

· The Department of Home Affairs' network of Regional Directors and Community
Liaison Officers engage with a wide range of cultural, religious and ethnic
community stakeholders around Australia, including:

- multicultural community leaders and organisations

- multicultural peak bodies

- federal, state and local government representatives

- not-for-profit organisations

- service providers that provide services to multicultural communities

- other organisations with multicultural stakeholders and clients.

· This network provides a mechanism for community members to share
information about their priorities, concerns, and the impact of government
policies and programs on their communities.
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Kind regards,

Assistant Director, Media
Media and Social Media | Media and Communication Branch
M:  Media line: 
E: @homeaffairs.gov.au

OFFICIAL
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From:
To: Melissa KAY; Mark GROOTE; Home Affairs Media
Cc: Heike PHILLIPS; 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 14 March 2025 8:07:03 AM
Attachments: FOR VISIBILITY Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue SECOFFICIAL.msg

image001.jpg

OFFICIAL

Hi everyone

Just closing the loop on this one. My team will stand down now that AM Hill has indicated that
he will handle this one himself.

If there are any updates on this issue, it would be great if you could keep us in the loop in case it
pops up again.

Appreciate the call last night Mel so we could get on the front foot as much as possible.

Kind regards

OFFICIAL

From: Melissa KAY @homeaffairs.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 13 March 2025 9:15 PM
To: Mark GROOTE @HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Home Affairs Media
<media@homeaffairs.gov.au>;  @HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>
Cc: Heike PHILLIPS @homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Thanks Mark, no need to apologise, it’s late in the day!

Have included you on the email to AM Hill seeking his advice on the media enquiry and can work
it out first thing tomorrow.

Great to hear about the Council meeting, happy to come together with the same group to talk
next steps etc tomorrow if useful (am on a plane from )

Mel
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To: Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>; 
@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>

Cc: Heike PHILLIPS @homeaffairs.gov.au>; Mark GROOTE
@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>;

@homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Thanks  for the chat just now, appreciate your advice that you hadn’t received that either.

I have gone back to AM Hill now noting the same, and asked his preference on approach to
response (ie him directly or us drafting) – have cc’d mailbox and will keep in touch with you
tonight if he replies.

Thanks heaps! Sorry it’s so late.

Mel

Melissa Kay
Regional Director Victoria and Tasmania
Immigration Group
Department of Home Affairs
M: 
E: @homeaffairs.gov.au
EA/EO: @homeaffairs.gov.au

OFFICIAL

From: Melissa KAY 
Sent: Thursday, 13 March 2025 8:30 PM
To: Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>
Cc: Heike PHILLIPS @HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Mark GROOTE

@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; 
@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>

Subject: FW: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Hi Mark – have we received this media request?  - Will call media duty phone in a sec.

AM Hill is following up (this is the first I have seen it)
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Melissa Kay
Regional Director Victoria and Tasmania
Immigration Group
Department of Home Affairs
M: 
E: @homeaffairs.gov.au
EA/EO: @homeaffairs.gov.au

OFFICIAL

From: Hill, Julian (MP) <Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 13 March 2025 7:02 PM
To: Melissa KAY @homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@aph.gov.au>
Subject: Fw: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue

Mel - has Home Affairs provided any comments as yet?

Julian 

Hon. Julian Hill MP, Federal Member for Bruce, Asst Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs
T: +61 3 9791 7770 | M: +61 422 67 5660 | E: Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au
www.JulianHillMP.com | www.facebook.com/JulianHillMP | 45 Robinson Street, Dandenong VIC 3175

From: 
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2025 12:56:25 PM
To: Hill, Julian (MP) <Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au>; 

Subject: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue

Hi Julian and 

As you're aware, the proposed renaming of Afghan Bazaar is a fraught issue. 

City of Greater Dandenong is seeking state/federal funding for a thorough and
independent community consultation to "bridge divisions" as well as resolve the
issue.

It would possibly involve collaboration with neighbouring councils as well as state
and federal governments.

1. Do you support this consultation as a means of resolution? And will you support
the council's bid for federal funding for the consultation?

2. Any other ideas on how to progress this issue?
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(deadline 10am Friday)

kind regards
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From: Home Affairs Media
To:
Cc: Home Affairs Media
Subject: FOR VISIBILITY: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 14 March 2025 8:05:59 AM
Attachments: ~WRD000.jpg
Importance: High

OFFICIAL

Hi 

As requested, please see below from AM Hill.

Kind regards,

 (They/Them)
Media Officer | Media and Social Media
Media and Communication Branch| Executive Coordination Division
Department of Home Affairs
Media Line: 
E: @homeaffairs.gov.au

OFFICIAL

From: Hill, Julian (MP) <Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 13 March 2025 10:31 PM
To: Melissa KAY @homeaffairs.gov.au>; 

@aph.gov.au>
Cc: @homeaffairs.gov.au>; Mark GROOTE

@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>;
@homeaffairs.gov.au>

Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]

No worries all good I’ll handle. 

Julian

Hon. Julian Hill MP, Federal Member for Bruce, Asst Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs 
T: +61 3 9791 7770 | M: +61 422 67 5660 | E: Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au
www.JulianHillMP.com| www.facebook.com/JulianHillMP | 45 Robinson Street, Dandenong VIC 3175

From: Melissa KAY @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2025 7:49:04 PM
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To: Hill, Julian (MP) <Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au>; 
@aph.gov.au>

Cc: @homeaffairs.gov.au>; Mark GROOTE
@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>;

@homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Hi Minister

I’ve just discussed with Media duty officer and unfortunately we were not aware of the below
until now.

Are you comfortable with HA Media drafting a response to the enquiry for your noting?
Otherwise, if you would prefer to engage on the response directly, please let me know.

Kind regards

Mel

Melissa Kay
Regional Director Victoria and Tasmania
Immigration Group
Department of Home Affairs
M:
E: @homeaffairs.gov.au
EA/EO: @homeaffairs.gov.au

OFFICIAL
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From: Hill, Julian (MP)
To: ); Melissa KAY
Cc:  Mark GROOTE; Home Affairs Media; DLO.Hill
Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue[SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 14 March 2025 10:31:35 AM
Attachments: ~WRD000.jpg

Thank you

Julian 

Hon. Julian Hill MP, Federal Member for Bruce, Asst Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs
T: +61 3 9791 7770 | M: +61 422 67 5660 | E: Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au
www.JulianHillMP.com | www.facebook.com/JulianHillMP | 45 Robinson Street, Dandenong VIC 3175

From: @aph.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 10:23:00 AM
To: Melissa KAY @homeaffairs.gov.au>; Hill, Julian (MP)
<Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au>
Cc: @homeaffairs.gov.au>; Mark GROOTE

@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>;
DLO.Hill @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue[SEC=OFFICIAL]

Hi Mel 

FYI - this is the statement that Julian has made to the Dandenong Star today.
It should be reproduced in full on the website and will be cut down slightly
in print versions. 

Also, I have no idea why this email is in such large font but I cannot make it
smaller on my iPad. 
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Cheers

————-

“Obviously the naming of places is a matter for the local council as the
Federal Parliament has no power under the Constitution about that sort
of thing.

“I encourage the Council and everyone with a genuine view to look for a
way forward that brings the whole community together.

“Hazara people have been persecuted for decades in many parts of the
world and it’s a very sensitive issue which needs to be considered with
respect.

“It is also clear that there are much broader issues than just a local
place name. Reports of ethnic tensions and threats of violence and
conflict in schools, parks, pools, community organisations and
businesses are deeply worrying and beyond the ability of a single
council to address.

“Every Australian has the right to feel safe, and the vast majority of
Australians including people from Afghanistan do not want such
conflicts to impact daily life in our country.

“It is especially important that all so-called leaders - whether political,
faith or community leaders - set a positive example for the younger
generation of Australians in how to bring people together not divide the
community and resolve differences in a courteous way.

“I have asked the Department of Home Affairs to engage with councils
and the Victorian Government to explore a broader process to engage
the community in a positive and enduring way, to ensure all people
from Afghanistan settle in well to life in Australia.”

From: Melissa KAY @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 6:37:55 AM
To: Hill, Julian (MP) <Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au>; 

@aph.gov.au>
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Cc: @homeaffairs.gov.au>; Mark GROOTE
@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>;

DLO.Hill @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue[SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Noted, thanks Minister. 

Mel

Sent by Email+

Melissa Kay
Assistant Secretary
Home Affairs 

OFFICIAL

From: "Hill, Julian (MP)" <Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au>
Date: Thursday 13 March 2025 at 10:31:45 pm
To: "Melissa KAY" @homeaffairs.gov.au>,

@aph.gov.au>
Cc: @homeaffairs.gov.au>, "Mark GROOTE"

@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>, "Home Affairs Media"
<media@homeaffairs.gov.au>, "DLO.Hill" @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]

No worries all good I’ll handle. 

Julian

Hon. Julian Hill MP, Federal Member for Bruce, Asst Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs 
T: +61 3 9791 7770 | M: +61 422 67 5660 | E: Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au
www.JulianHillMP.com| www.facebook.com/JulianHillMP | 45 Robinson Street, Dandenong VIC 3175

From: Melissa KAY @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 2025 7:49:04 PM
To: Hill, Julian (MP) <Julian.Hill.MP@aph.gov.au>;

@aph.gov.au>
Cc: @homeaffairs.gov.au>; Mark GROOTE

@HOMEAFFAIRS.GOV.AU>; Home Affairs Media <media@homeaffairs.gov.au>;
DLO.Hill @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - Afghan Bazaar issue [SEC=OFFICIAL]
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Julian would appreciate your serious consideration of this matter and in particular
investigation as to what criminal offences may have been committed.

Kind regards

 

 
Chief of Staff
Office of Julian Hill MP 

From:  @gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 10:42:21 AM
Subject: Submission 2 to the Senate, MPs, and local councils

Hello everyone, 

We, the Afghan Diaspora, are sharing this submission with you all for your review and
further consideration. 

Best Regard
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