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Freedom of Information Request – 
FA 25/09/01875 

Revenue 
• The total revenue generated from Adoption visa (subclass 102) and Australian citizenship

by descent applications per year over the last three financial years.

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 
$m $m $m 

Subclass 102 Adoption Visa 
Revenue 0.3 0.2 0.3 

Citizenship by Descent 
applications 
First Applicant 4.4 5.1 5.7 
Concurrent Applicants 0.4 0.4 0.5 
Total Citizenship by Descent 
Revenue 4.8 5.5 6.3 

Notes: 
1. Source: Department of Home Affairs (internal documents)

Caveats: 
• This information is provided for the specific purpose of this request.

• It is the responsibility of the area providing the Department of Home Affairs information to
external stakeholders to ensure that the disclosure is in accordance with the ABF Act,
Australian Privacy Principles or other relevant legislation.

• Data for the 2025-26 financial year is drawn from a dynamic system environment and is
correct at the time of publication but may differ from previous or future reporting.

• Regarding Immigration data, the Department’s current policy is to mask numbers which are
less than five as <5, noting we are reviewing the confidentiality method for the future.

• Current program year figures are subject to variation. The data is sourced from our global
Departmental systems. There can be delays in transmission of information, therefore data
for current program year should always be considered provisional.
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Family Visas VAC Talking Points 
Visa Application Charge (VAC) 
• The VACs applied across visa programs, including Family Stream visas, are classified as

general taxation. VACs are set by the Government in line with the policy objectives of each visa
category. A range of considerations are taken into account when setting the VAC for a visa,
including the Government’s policy intention, the size and the composition of the Migration
Program and the overall impact upon the Budget.

• VACs are adjusted annually, usually in line with the Consumer Price Index. There is no nexus
between the cost to process a visa and the VAC. As general taxation, all revenue is returned to
Government to provide services to the community.

• Permanent visa holders are entitled to a range of Government services, such as Medicare and
the Adult Migrant English Program, and the cost of the VAC may only partially offset the actual
cost of a migrant to the Australian community.

• It is a legal requirement prescribed under the Migration Regulations 1994 for a VAC to be paid
in order for a visa application to be valid. Where applicable, two VAC instalments are payable.
A smaller first instalment prior to assessment, and a larger instalment on finalisation, this
minimises the potential burden to applicants.

• Further information about visa options for joining family in Australia is available on the
Department’s website: explore visa options join family.

VACS – Waivers, reductions and partner visa 
• There is no provision in the Family program to waive, reduce, or stagger the cost of a Partner

visa application.

• Visa Application Charges (VAC) are classified as general taxation, and are set by Government
in accordance with policy objectives. They are subject to annual indexation.

• Partner visa holders are entitled to a range of Government services, such as Medicare and the
Adult Migrant English Program. Consequently, the initial cost of the VAC may only partially
offset the actual cost of a partner migrant to the Australian community.

• Further information about Partner visas is available on the Department’s website at:
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-finder/join-family. Information on fees
and charges for visas is at: https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/fees-and-
charges.

VAC question and answers (ADD2022/3368718) 

Q. What is a Visa Application Charge (VAC)?

• The VAC is the amount of money, in Australian dollars, that must be paid for a visa application
paid for by visa applicants. In some cases there is no VAC.
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Q. Does indexation apply to primary and secondary applicants?

• The indexation of first instalment VACs applies to both primary and secondary applicants.

Q. Will the increase of the VAC affect visa applications?

• Historical analysis of visa application volumes demonstrates that small to medium price
changes (up to 15 per cent) has had negligible impacts on application lodgement trends.

• Any change in VACs reflects a relatively small proportion of the total costs of visiting or
migrating to Australia.

Q. Was there ever a relationship between VAC revenue collected and the departmental cost
of processing visa applications?
• VAC was reclassified in 2015-16 to reflect a sustained change in the level of revenue received

as compared to the costs incurred by the Department in processing visas.
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Migrant Entry Handbook, Preferential 
Family Migration, 4th edition April 
1989
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