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OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

BACK POCKET BRIEF 
Budget Estimates Hearing – March 2025 

Topic: Engineered Stone 
Group: National Operations 
Division: Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting 
 
Key Statistics: 
• From the border control coming into effect on 01 January 2025 to 27 February 

2025, 281 targeted matches of engineered stone have occurred, of which 261 

have been investigated and determined not to be prohibited goods, while 20 

remain under assessment.  

• As at 27 February 2025, 17 consignments have been identified for testing. Of 

these 14 returned negative test results, two consignments returned a positive test 

result for crystalline silica in excess of 1%, and one consignment is currently 

awaiting the outcome of testing.  

 

• All testing has been completed by National Association of Testing Authorities 

(NATA) accredited laboratories. 

• As of today, no seizures of engineered stone have occurred as preparations are 

underway for one positive consignment to be re-exported by the importer to the 

manufacturer, while the other consignment is progressing to voluntary disposal. 

 

Document 32

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)





 

Back Pocket Brief Number: TR-6 
PDR Number: SB25-000354  

 

 
Page 3 of 7 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Key Issues:   
• From 1 January 2025, engineered stone benchtops, panels and slabs are 

prohibited imports under regulation 5M of the  

Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956.  

• The import prohibition complements the domestic ban on the supply, 

manufacture, processing and installation of engineered stone under the Work 

Health and Safety Regulations 2011 (Cth) (the WHS Regulations). 

• The ABF, Department of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) and 

Work Health and Safety State and Territory regulators are supporting the  

whole-of-government framework on engineered stone prohibitions. 

• On 20 February 2025, section 206 of the Customs Act 1901 was amended to 

allow for the immediate destruction of prohibited engineered stone goods 

following seizure. Expedited seizure and timely disposal of seized engineered 

stone goods will support the operational effectiveness of the import prohibition, 

enabling ABF officers to effectively manage these goods at the border. 

• DEWR as the lead policy agency, are responsible for the development of 

international testing standards for engineered stone. Any questions in relation 

testing standards to should be directed to DEWR.  
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Key Issues:   
• From 1 January 2025, engineered stone benchtops, panels and slabs are 

prohibited imports under the new regulation 5M of the  

Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956.  

• 

• The import prohibition complements the domestic ban on the supply, 

manufacture, processing and installation of engineered stone under the Work 

Health and Safety Regulations 2011 (Cth) (the WHS Regulations). 

• The ABF, Department of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) and 

Work Health and Safety State and Territory regulators are supporting the  

whole-of-government framework on engineered stone prohibitions. 

• DEWR as the lead policy agency, are responsible for the development of 

international testing standards for engineered stone. Any questions in relation 

testing standards to should be directed to DEWR.  

What is prohibited? 

• The importation of engineered stone benchtops, panels and slabs containing at 

least 1% crystalline silica is prohibited without a valid permit, confirmation of end 

use or exemption. 

• The prohibition does NOT extend to:  

o Exportation of engineered stone products; in some cases, the ABF may 

allow the importer to re-export the goods suspected of, or confirmed to, 

contain engineered stone at the cost of the importer.; or  

o Engineered stone products that are not benchtops panels and slabs, finished 

engineered stone products that do not need to be processed or modified, 

such as prefabricated sinks, jewellery or garden ornaments; or 

o Concrete and cement products, bricks, pavers, blocks, ceramic wall and floor 

tiles sintered stone, porcelain products, roof tiles, grout, mortar, render, and 

plasterboard; or  
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