Document 1

FOI

From:

Sent: Monday, 1 September 2025 1:45 PM

To: ABF Ev. ion

Cc: RGAU

Subject: FW: Request for Data and Insights: Engineered Stone Evaluation (Jan-June 2025) - due COB 20 August 2025 [SEC=PROTECTED,
CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]

Attachments: ABF EVALUATION - Engineered stone reporting 01JAN 30JUN 2025.xIsx

Categories: FYl, ENGINEERED STONE

—PROTECTED//CABINET

Morning Team,

This response is from RGAU perspective, | anticipate that you will receive a response from the other work areas included in this request addressing matters linked to their

responsibilities.
Answers below.

Please come back with any questions.

Kind regards,

Inspector, Regulated Goods Analysis Unit

Trade Risk & Enforcement | Customs Enforcement Branch

Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force
P: M:

E: s:22(1)(a)(i)@abf.gov.au

From: AC Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting Executive Support $522(1)(@)(ii)" " @abf.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 12 August 2025 7:29 AM

To: ABF.GOV.AU>

Cc m>; ABF.GOV.AU>; ABF Evaluation §722(2)(@)(ii)@abf.gov.au>; AC Customs Compliance

Enforcement & Targeting Executive Support <§522(X)(@)(ii) " @abf.gov.au>; Lidija WALLACE abf.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Request for Data and Insights: Engineered Stone Evaluation (Jan-June 2025) - due COB 20 August 2025 [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]

PROTFECTED//CABINET-
Good morning S220@M
Thank for you providing us with visibility. SE22(B)@)HI—

Let me know if you require anything further.

Kind regards,

Executive Officer to Assistant Commissioner
Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division
National Operations Group

Australian Border Force
P:
E: abf.gov.au | SH22(L)@)(HN@abf.qov.au

From: ABF.GOV.AU>

Sent: Thursday, 7 August 2025 3:57 PM
To: AC Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting Executive Support 8122(2)(@)(ii) " @abf.gov.au>

Ce: ST22(D)@)(i) T @abf.gov.au>; S22M@EITT T HABF.GOV.AU>; ABF Evaluation & 22@@ M@ 4t gov.au>

Subject: FW: Request for Data and Insights: Engineered Stone Evaluation (Jan-June 2025) - due COB 20 August 2025 [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]

—PROTECTED//CABINET
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A/g Assistant Director, Evaluation & Strategic Planning
Strategy Capability & Investment | Strategy & Policy
Australian Border Force

p.s. 22(1)(@)(0) w: . 2@

E: S122()@) (M @abr gov.au| F22A@M@abf.gov.au
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Regards

Superintendent
Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting

Mob:
Email abf.gov.au
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Regards

Superintendent
Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting

Mob:
Email abf.gov.au
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Regards

Superintendent
Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting
Mob:

Email: 8:22(2)(@)({i) @abf.gov.au
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Regards

Superintendent
Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting
Mob: 8722(0)@)(i)

Email: abf.gov.au
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Regards

Superintendent
Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting
Mob:

Email: S122(0)@() @ abf gov.au
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Kind regards,

Inspector, Regulated Goods Analysis Unit
Trade Risk & Enforcement | Customs Enforcement Branch

Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force
P I s 22(1)(@)(i)
Ei&a%
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P: | M:

E:§722(1)(@)(i@abf.qov.au

Customs Comiliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force
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Regards

Superintendent

Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting
Mob

Email: abf.gov.auac
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P:s. 22)(@)() | M- S- 22(1)(@)(i)
abf.qov.au
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Regards

Superintendent
Custom mpliance Enforcement & Targeting

Mob:

Email: S122(1)@)([ @abf.gov.au
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Superintendent

Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting
Mob:

Email abf.gov.au
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Inspector, Regulated Goods Analysis Unit
Trade Risk & Enforcement | Customs Enforcement Branch

E:8: 220 (@)(zabf.qov.au

Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force
P'd .
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Inspector, Regulated Goods Analysis Unit
Trade Risk & Enforcement | Customs Enforcement Branch

Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force

P: | M:
E:5:22(1)(@)(i)Dabf.gov.au
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Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force
P:ST22(D(@)(T | M:
E: 5:22(1)(@)(i)@abf.qov.au
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Kind regards,

Inspector, Regulated Goods Analysis Unit
Trade Risk & Enforcement | Customs Enforcement Branch

Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force
P: I m:S- 22(1)(@)(1)
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Regards

Superintendent
Customs Compliance Enforcement & Targeting

Mob:
Email

OFFICIAL
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Kind regards,

Inspector, Regulated Goods Analysis Unit

Trade Risk & Enforcement | Customs Enforcement Branch

Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force
P: :

M:
E: §:220)@)(M@abf.gov.au
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Give me a call if | don’t make sense ©

Cheers

Superintendent |Trade and Goods Operational Policy and Goods Management
Workforce Operational Policy & Practices Branch | ABF Workforce, Safety and Assurance
Ph:

Mob:
Email abf.gov.au

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

From: ST22(D)@)([I) T 2abf gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 6 February 2025 5:10 PM
To: abf.gov.au>

Cc: Asha RAJAH-CLARKE ST22(D)@)i) 0 @abf.gov.au>; S722(L) (@) @abf.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Engineered Stone -update - FOR ACTION [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

OFFICIAL: Sensitive
Afternoon 5220
Please see weekly update below.

Apologies for the lateness.

Kind regards,

Inspector, Regulated Goods Analysis Unit

Trade Risk & Enforcement | Customs Enforcement Branch

Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | Australian Border Force
P: | M:

E: 5220@MT@abf.gov.au

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

From: S:22(1)(@)({) T @abf.cov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 6 February 2025 1:26 PM

To: S122(D)@)(H) T T @abf.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Engineered Stone -update - FOR ACTION [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

Yep good for me, thank .

Superintendent Trade Risk & Enforcement
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Asha Rajah-Clarke
Commander

Customs and Trade Compliance
National Operations Group
Australian Border Force

M
E: abf.gov.au

3ML = M2R57
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Thanks all,

Asha

From: Asha RAJAH-CLARKE
Sent: Wednesday, 29 January 2025 6:17 PM

To: ABF.GOV.AU>
Cc: ABF.GOV.AU>; ABF.GOV.AU>

Subject: Engineered Stone - Potential Customs Insight [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

Thanks,¥2®0@

Asha

Asha Rajah-Clarke
Commander
Customs and Trade Compliance
National Operations Group
Australian Border Force

M:

E: abf.gov.au
3ML — M2R57
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OFFICIAL: Sensitive
e Document 30

Thanks,.

Asha

Asha Rajah-Clarke

Commander

Customs and Trade Compliance
National Operations Group
Australian Border Force
M:

abf.gov.au

E: |
3ML - M2R57
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Document 31

From: abf.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 2 January 2025 10:24 AM

To: abf.gov.au>; SE22(B) @) R @abt.cov.au>; abf.gov.au> FEEREN

abf.gov.au>; abf.gov.au>; abf.gov.au>; abf.gov.au>;
S122(1)(@)(H) T @abf.gov.au>; ST22(L) (@) @abf.gov.au>; S22(L)@)HIII @ abf gov.au>; ST22(M@E T

abf.gov.au>
Subject: FW: INPUT REQUIRED - SES MUSTER Weekly Brief - Week commencing 06JAN24 [SEC=PROTECTED]

—PROTEETFED—

FYSA —if you have anything to contribute, please advise by COB today.

Superintendent Trade Risk & Enforcement
Customs Enforcement Branch | Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division | National Operations

From: Customs Enforcement Executive Support <S#22(L)(@)(i) @ abf.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 2 January 2025 7:43 AM

Cc: Customs Enforcement Executive Support <8122(Z)(@)(il) i @abf.gov.au>; S22 @I @abf gov.au>

Subject: FW: INPUT REQUIRED - SES MUSTER Weekly Brief - Week commencing 06JAN24 [SEC=PROTECTED]

—PROTECTED-
Hi team,

Please email me your input for the ABF SES Muster Weekly Brief for WC 6 January 2025 by 3pm TODAY 2 January 2025.

Warm regards,

Executive Assistant to Commander John Taylor

Customs Enforcement Branch | Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting Division
National Operations Group

Australian Border Force

p: s 2@ | M: s. 22(2)(@)(i)
E: S122@@)(0E@abf.qov.au | $:22(@) @) Dabf.gov.au

Released by Department of Home Affairs
under the Freedom of Information Act 1982
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OFFICIAL Document 32

Back Pocket Brief Number: TR-6
PDR Number: SB25-000354

BACK POCKET BRIEF
Budget Estimates Hearing — March 2025

Topic: Engineered Stone
Group: National Operations
Division: Customs Compliance, Enforcement and Targeting

Key Statistics:

From the border control coming into effect on 01 January 2025 to 27 February
2025, 281 targeted matches of engineered stone have occurred, of which 261
have been investigated and determined not to be prohibited goods, while 20
remain under assessment.

As at 27 February 2025, 17 consignments have been identified for testing. Of
these 14 returned negative test results, two consignments returned a positive test
result for crystalline silica in excess of 1%, and one consignment is currently

. 22(1)(a)(i

All testing has been completed by National Association of Testing Authorities
(NATA) accredited laboratories.

As of today, no seizures of engineered stone have occurred as preparations are
underway for one positive consignment to be re-exported by the importer to the

manufacturer, while the other consignment is progressing to voluntary disposal.

Page 1 of 7
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OFFICIAL Document 32

Back Pocket Brief Number: TR-6
PDR Number: SB25-000354

Key Issues:

From 1 January 2025, engineered stone benchtops, panels and slabs are
prohibited imports under regulation 5M of the
Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956.

s. 22(1)(a)(ll

The import prohibition complements the domestic ban on the supply,
manufacture, processing and installation of engineered stone under the Work
Health and Safety Regulations 2011 (Cth) (the WHS Regulations).

The ABF, Department of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) and
Work Health and Safety State and Territory regulators are supporting the
whole-of-government framework on engineered stone prohibitions.

On 20 February 2025, section 206 of the Customs Act 1901 was amended to
allow for the immediate destruction of prohibited engineered stone goods
following seizure. Expedited seizure and timely disposal of seized engineered
stone goods will support the operational effectiveness of the import prohibition,
enabling ABF officers to effectively manage these goods at the border.
DEWR as the lead policy agency, are responsible for the development of
international testing standards for engineered stone. Any questions in relation
testing standards to should be directed to DEWR.

Page 3 of 7
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Back Pocket Brief Number: TR-6
PDR Number: SB25-000180

Key Issues:

From 1 January 2025, engineered stone benchtops, panels and slabs are
prohibited imports under the new regulation 5M of the
Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956.

s. 22(1)(a)(il

The import prohibition complements the domestic ban on the supply,
manufacture, processing and installation of engineered stone under the Work
Health and Safety Regulations 2011 (Cth) (the WHS Regulations).

The ABF, Department of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) and
Work Health and Safety State and Territory regulators are supporting the
whole-of-government framework on engineered stone prohibitions.

DEWR as the lead policy agency, are responsible for the development of
international testing standards for engineered stone. Any questions in relation
testing standards to should be directed to DEWR.

What is prohibited?

The importation of engineered stone benchtops, panels and slabs containing at
least 1% crystalline silica is prohibited without a valid permit, confirmation of end
use or exemption.

The prohibition does NOT extend to:

o0 Exportation of engineered stone products; in some cases, the ABF may
allow the importer to re-export the goods suspected of, or confirmed to,
contain engineered stone at the cost of the importer.; or

o0 Engineered stone products that are not benchtops panels and slabs, finished
engineered stone products that do not need to be processed or modified,
such as prefabricated sinks, jewellery or garden ornaments; or

o Concrete and cement products, bricks, pavers, blocks, ceramic wall and floor
tiles sintered stone, porcelain products, roof tiles, grout, mortar, render, and

plasterboard; or

OFFICIAL
Page 2 of 6















Australian Government

Department of Home Affairs

Freedom of Information Request — FA 25/08/01345

Number of containers, consignments, or shipments inspected, stopped, detained, seized,

or refused entry at the Australian border due to the engineered stone / crystalline silica
prohibition, from 1 January 2025 to 19 August 2025

Match Status Count of Full Import Declaration (FID)
NEGATIVE TEST RESULTS 73*See Note 2
POSITIVE TEST RESULTS 18*See Note 2
RE-EXPORTED WITH NO TEST 4*SeeNote 3
Grand Total 95

Notes:

1. Source: Department of Home Affairs

2. The number of consignments/shipments where examinations were raised and the scientific
test was conducted in Australia.

3. The number of consignments/shipments re-exported without a test being conducted in
Australia.

Caveats:

This information is provided for the specific purpose of this request.





