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• The Minister for Home Affairs has claimed Public Interest Immunity (PII) over 
information related to the individual circumstances of transferees in Nauru.  

If Asked: Medevac transfer to Australia 

• Transfers to Australia for a temporary purpose may occur on a case by case basis 
depending on individual circumstances where necessary medical treatment is not 
available in Nauru or to support engagement with third country migration options. 

• Transitory persons do not have a settlement pathway in Australia. 

• International Health and Medical Services delivers health services through a multi-
disciplinary team, including general practitioners and nurses at the Regional Processing 
Centre Medical Clinic and in conjunction with the Republic of Nauru Hospital. 
o These services may be supplemented by visiting healthcare practitioners or, where 

clinically indicated, medical treatment in another country, including Australia and 
Taiwan. 

o Transfer decisions have always been guided by medical professionals and with 
approval from the Government of Nauru and a departmental delegate.  

• For privacy reasons, the Australian Government will not provide details of transfers to 
Australia. 

If Asked: Average time to process Refugee Status Determination (RSD) Applications 

• Assessment of any transferee protection claims is the responsibility of the Government of 
Nauru (GoN) under its domestic legislation.  
o As this is a legislated process in Nauru, Australia is not directly involved.  
o The Department does not comment on Nauru’s sovereign processes. 

• If UMAs seek asylum, their application will be assessed by the GoN.  

• UMAs have access to a number of appeals processes if they receive a negative RSD. 

If asked on United Nations Human Rights Committee complaints  

• Australia has 180 days from the date of publication of the adverse views on 
9 January 2025 to provide a response. 

• The Australian Government’s response to the Committee’s views will be coordinated by 
the Attorney-General’s Department in accordance with usual practice in United Nations 
individual complaint processes. Any questions relating to the response should be directed 
toward their Department. 

• It has been the Australian Government’s consistent position that Australia does not 
exercise effective control over Regional Processing Countries. 

 
Consultation 
• The Chief Statistician has cleared the statistics contained within this brief. 

• Finance Division has cleared financial data contained within this brief (through External 

Budgets and Revenue Branch). 
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