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• to provide further guidance for teaching staff encountering students raising sensitive geopolitical 
issues - staff were recommended to seek advice from senior faculty staff in the first instance before 
acting, noting these staff can discuss and 

• escalate the matter if required; and 

• to remind faculty leadership of sources of guidance and support within the University available to 
help the faculties discuss and act on any allegations of foreign interference. 
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This event supports rationale for embedded processes which trigger a formal foreign risk review. Ideally, a 
triage system to flag basic risk indicators should be integrated to ensure manageable workloads and 
efficient response times.    
In this event, while the researcher may not have had malicious intent, the area of research combined with 
the history and current affairs of the foreign government meant that this proposed activity fell outside the 
scope of the University’s Foreign Risk Appetite. A Risk Appetite is crucial to providing rationale and scope 
to risk reviews, ensuring consistent, measurable, and equitable outcomes.   

• Processes should be robust to ensure Foreign Risk consideration and that due diligence will be 
conducted.   

• Processes can be built into university documentation and formalised as a procedure.   
• Diverse areas of impact should be considered when making an assessment, and subject matter 

expertise is critical to identifying potential for misuse of research.   

• Safety and security against Foreign Interference should be a whole-of-university responsibility with 
individual accountability.  
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The incident led to several changes within the university: 
 

• The university recognized the need for better protection measures and support systems for students 
engaging in potentially controversial research or publications. 

• There was an identified need for improved awareness among students about the risks of foreign 
interference and the importance of reporting such incidents. 

• The university plans to implement regular training sessions on handling harassment and 
understanding the signs of foreign interference. 

• A review of the university's policies on protecting student journalists and researchers was initiated to 
ensure robust safeguards are in place. 

• The university established a protocol for quick response to future incidents, ensuring timely support 
and clear communication to the affected parties and the broader student community. 

 
  










