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Restriction of DeepSeek and affiliated applications on Government-issued devices 

• On 29 January 2025, the Department of Home Affairs issued policy advice to non-
corporate Commonwealth entities reminding them of their PSPF obligations to 
appropriately manage the risks of foreign ownership, control and influence in 
technology assets to protect the Australian Government from unlawful activities.  

• The Australian Government recognises the importance of AI to Australia's economy 
and is taking an integrated approach to mitigating the risks of AI while supporting 
innovations in its development and deployment.  

o The Department of Industry, Science and Resources leads efforts on safe and 
responsible use of AI across the economy.  

o In December, the Australian Government announced the development of a 
comprehensive National AI Capability Plan. This initiative aims to unlock the 
nation's full potential in AI, drive economic growth, address critical national 
priorities and position Australia as a global AI leader. 
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• ‘DeepSeek poses security risk like Huawei and TikTok, Labor warned’, The 
Australian Financial Review, 28 January 2025: Reports that Former Home Affairs 
Department secretary Michael Pezzullo and Strategic Analysis Australia director 
Michael Shoebridge have urged the Albanese government to impose stringent 
controls on the use of on DeepSeek. 

• ‘Be careful': Australian ministers urge caution over AI app DeepSeek’, SBS News, 29 
January 2025: Australia's science minister has raised privacy concerns over China's 
breakout AI chatbot DeepSeek, urging users to think carefully before downloading it. 

• ‘Ban is likely if new app is found to be unsafe’, The Australian, 30 January 2025: 
Reports that the Australian government would follow a TikTok-style ban on 
DeepSeek and Special Envoy for Cyber Security Andrew Charlton is quoted. 
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