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@health.gov.au | https://www.health.gov.au/committees-and-groups/national-tuberculosis-advisory-committee 

National Tuberculosis Advisory Committee 
a subcommittee of the Communicable Diseases Network Australia 

Justine Saunders APM 
Deputy Secretary and Chief Operating Officer 
Australian Government Department of Home Affairs 
PO Box 25 Belconnen ACT 2616  

via email: @homeaffairs.gov.au 

Dear Ms Saunders 

Temporary cessation of onshore immigration medical examinations for specific visa 
categories 

Document 3.2

s. 47F(1)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 47C(1)
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OFFICIAL Page 1 of 1

OFFICIAL
Attachment C-The Health Matrix
Whilst most visa subclasses are subject to meeting the health requirement as set out in Public Interest 
Criteria 4005 and 4007 (Schedule 4 of the Migration Regulations 1994), not all visa applicants are 
required to undertake an Immigration Medical examination (IME). Most visa applicants satisfy the 
health requirement after having completed a health declaration only.
Instrument IMMI 15/144 – Required Medical Assessment, uses a risk based approach to determine the 
type of IME and processes a visa applicant will need to undergo for the purpose of ‘meeting’ the health 
requirement. It does not make a distinction between visa applicants applying overseas or from whin 
Australia.
While the Health Matrix does not focus solely on Tuberculosis (TB), the core component is the 
applicant’s country TB risk level (using WHO collected data on the prevalence rate of TB at a national 
level). This is assessed together with the applicant’s period of stay in Australia, as it increases the 
health risks to the community.

Current Health Matrix (IMMI 15/144) – Minimum IME required for visa applicants.
Temporary stay in 
Australia of less 
than 6 months

Temporary stay in 
Australia of 6 months 
or more

Permanent and provisional visa 
applicants

Lower TB risk applicant
(A citizen of a country listed in 
Schedule 1 of the Instrument 
specified in clauses 4005(1)(aa) and 
4007(1)(aa), and who has not spent 
three or more consecutive months in 
the last five years in a country not 
listed in Schedule 1).

No Immigration 
medical examination 
required unless 
special significance 
applies.

No Immigration medical 
examination required 
unless special 
significance applies.

Applicants must complete a medical 
examination, chest x-ray (if 11 years 
or over),
HIV test, a serum creatinine/eGFR (if 
15 years or over) and any special 
significance requirements must be 
met.

Higher TB risk applicant

(Any applicant other than above)   

No Immigration 
medical examination 
required unless 
special significance 
applies.

Applicants must 
complete a medical 
examination, chest x-
ray (if 11 years or over), 
serum creatinine/eGFR 
(if 15 years or over) and 
any special significance 
requirements must be 
met.

Applicants must complete a medical 
examination, chest x-ray (if 11 years 
or over), HIV test 
(if 15 years or over), serum 
creatinine/eGFR (if 15 years or over), 
TB screening test (if aged from 2 to 
under 11 years) and any special 
significance requirements must be 
met.

Special significance requirements
Visa applicants intending to engage in the activities outlined below will also need to undergo health 
examinations to assess their health risks. 

Situation / intended activity Required Immigration Medical examinations
Likely to work or be a trainee at an Australian childcare centre 
(including preschool and creche)

Chest x-ray, a medical examination, latent TB screening test 
and serum creatinine/eGFR

Intending to work as (or study to be) a doctor, dentist, nurse or 
paramedic 

Chest x-ray, medical examination, HIV, latent TB screening 
test, serum creatinine/eGFR, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C

Likely to enter a health care facility and from a higher risk 
country

Chest x-ray, a medical examination, latent TB screening test 
and serum creatinine/eGFR

Pregnant and intending to give birth in Australia Hepatitis B test
Aged 75 years and older (Subclass 600 visitor visas) Medical Examination and serum creatinine/eGFR
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OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Attachment D – Temporary Onshore Immigration Medical Examination 
Client Price List (Temporary CPL) from 1 July 2023 to 31 October 2023

Table 1 – Temporary 28% CPL (applicable 1 July 2023 to 31 October 2023) 
Table 1 sets out the temporary 28% increase to the base CPL, which has been approved to mitigate some of 
the impacts of the temporary streamlined visa policy flexibility. Should this temporary policy flexibility cease, 
the CPL will revert to the base level and will apply the date of the Policy Change Notice.

Service Description Current Temporary 28% 
Fees (to 31 October 2023)

Base Fee (from 1 November 
2023 to expiry of Contract)

Medical Examination and Chest X-ray $441.70 $345.10

Medical Examination only $318.90 $249.10

Chest x-ray only $164.70 $128.70

Syphilis (Pathology as part of medical 
exam) 

$56.30 $44.00

Hepatitis B (Pathology as part of medical 
exam) 

$79.40 $62.00

Hepatitis C (Pathology as part of medical 
exam) 

$79.40 $62.00

HIV (Pathology as part of medical exam) $68.60 $53.60

TB Screening Test Interferon-Gamma 
Release Array (IGRA) 

$126.00 $98.40

Paediatric Chest x-ray – 2 x Chest x-rays 
comprised of Posterior Anterior (PA) and 
Lateral view 

$171.30 $133.80

Chest x-ray Lordotic view $164.70 $128.70

HIV Pathology (not part of a medical 
exam) 

$111.50 $87.10

Hep B Pathology (not part of a medical 
exam) 

$122.10 $95.40

Hep C Pathology (not part of a medical 
exam) 

$122.10 $95.40

Syphilis Pathology (not part of a medical 
exam) 

$99.20 $77.50

Liver Function Tests (LFTs) 
(supplementary testing) 

$41.70 $32.60

Serum Creatinine (supplementary testing) $22.90 $17.90

Hepatitis C RNA testing (supplementary 
testing) 

$222.60 $173.90

Hepatitis B DNA testing (supplementary 
testing) 

$296.40 $231.60

Document 3.4
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OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL Page 2 of 2[Document Title]

Table 2 - In-Home Assessment fees (applicable 1 July 2023 to 31 October 2023)

Table 2 sets out the fees for in-home assessments with the 28% temporary increase applied to the base 
CPL fees.  

Service Description Current Temporary 28% 
Fees (to 31 October 2023)

Base Fee (from 1 November 
2023 to expiry of Contract)

<100kms of the nearest dedicated and/or 
purpose-built clinic location $528.50 $412.90

100-150kms of the nearest dedicated
and/or purpose-built clinic location $1,158.70 $905.20

>150km from the nearest dedicated
and/or purpose-built clinic location

To be priced on a case-
by-case basis. 

To be priced on a case-by-
case basis. 

Table 3 - Carer Visa Assessment fees (applicable 1 July 2023 to 31 October 2023)

Table 3 sets out the fees for carer visa assessments with the 28% temporary increase applied to the base 
CPL fees.

Service Description Current Temporary 28% 
Fees (to 31 October 2023)

Base Fee (from 1 November 
2023 to expiry of Contract)

Carer Visa Examination (in-centre) $483.60 $377.80
Carer Visa Home Examination: Less than 
10kms from nearest centre (Zone 1) $652.70 $509.90

Carer Visa Home Examination: 10-20kms 
from nearest centre (Zone 2) $805.40 $629.20

Carer Visa Home Examination: 20-30kms 
from nearest centre (Zone 3) $961.00 $750.80

Carer Visa Home Examination: More than 
30kms from nearest centre (Zone 4) $1,113.60 $870.00

Carer Visa Assessment (on papers) - This 
is for exceptional circumstances only. $422.70 $330.20
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Attachment E – Comparative Analysis of Migration Medical Services Provider - Alternate Options 

Document 3.5

s. 47C(1)
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Submission 
For decision 

PDMS Ref. Number: MS23-002105 

Date of Clearance: 15/11/2023 

To Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs 

Subject Policy Approval - Safer Immigration Detention Facilities legislative 
reforms 

Timing For consideration as soon as possible in order to allow time for the provision of 

drafting instructions to the Office of Parliamentary Counsel no later than 
24 November 2023. 

Recommendations 

That you: 

1. agree to seek the Prime Minister’s, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP,
authority on a package of legislative reforms to enhance the safety of
people in immigration detention centres,

2.

,

3. sign the letter to the Prime Minister seeking policy authority for
the proposed package of legislative reforms which reflects your
decision at recommendation 2 (Attachment A or Attachment B).

signed/ not signed/ 

please discuss 

Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs 

Signature 

Date 25/7/2024 

Document 4

s. 47C(1)
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7.

8.

9.

Limitations of current legislative framework 

10.

11.

12.

13.

14. Search and seizure powers are necessarily subject to significant scrutiny through parliamentary
processes, and as such, there is an imperative to limit the scope of amendments to confer only
the barest necessary powers. 

s. 47C(1), s. 37(2)(b)

s. 37(2)(b)
s. 47C(1)

s. 42(1), s. 47C(1), s. 37(2)(b)

s. 42(1), s. 47C(1), s. 37(2)(b)
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20.

21.

22.

23. Pending your agreement to this proposal (Recommendation 1), a letter to the Prime Minister
seeking policy authority is at Attachment A for your signature.

24.

25. Pending your agreement to this alternative proposal (Recommendation 2), an
alternative letter to the Prime Minister is at Attachment B for your signature.

Background 

26.

s. 42(1), s. 47C(1)

s. 47C(1), s. 42(1)

s. 47C(1)
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27.

28.

29.

 Submissions to the Senate and Legal Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee (the
Committee) regarding the Migration Amendment (Maintaining the Good Order of Detention
Facilities) Bill 2015 (lapsed), which expressed concern that the Bill sought to introduce
broader coercive powers for officers in immigration detention facilities that were not
adequately tied to a specific set of circumstances or conditions in which they could be
applied objectively and proportionately. Additional concerns were raised that the Bill lacked
sufficient safeguards for ensuring powers are exercised responsibly and in accordance with
basic human rights standards.

 The highly contested Migration Amendment (Prohibiting Items in Immigration Detention
Facilities) Bills 2017 and 2020 (both lapsed), which sought to prohibit a range of items,
including mobile phones, in immigration detention facilities, by empowering the Minister
to specify an item as a ‘prohibited thing’ by legislative instrument. Submissions to the
Committee argued that the proposed measures were unnecessary and disproportionate in
relation to the security risks posed in immigration detention facilities. A common concern
among NGOs included that prohibiting mobile phones in immigration detention
unreasonably limits detainees’ rights to privacy, freedom of expression, political
communication and contact with family members and legal representatives. Another
submission to the Committee also expressed concern regarding the potential use of strip
searches for prohibited things which are not otherwise unlawful to possess.

s. 37(2)(b), s. 47C(1)

s. 47C(1)
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30.

31. The Commonwealth has a duty of care to reasonably mitigate risks to safety and welfare in
immigration detention facilities. 

32.

Consultation – internal/external 

33. Internal – Legal Group, Status Resolution and Visa Cancellation Division and ABF Detention
and National Removals.

34. External stakeholders have not yet been consulted on the proposed legislative reforms
outlined in this submission. The Department will work with your office on progressing a
consultation process with external stakeholders.

Consultation – A/g Secretary / A/g Deputy Secretary Immigration / ABF 
Commissioner 

35. A/g Secretary was consulted on the approach to the package of legislative reforms reflected in
this submission in her former capacity as Associate Secretary.

36. The A/g Deputy Secretary Immigration was not consulted on this submission.

37. The ABF Commissioner was not consulted on this submission, however has been consulted on
the approach to the package of legislative reforms.

Client service implications 

38. The proposed legislative reforms aim to minimise the risk of harm to detainees and people
working in immigration detention facilities from substance-related abuse and incidents.

Risks and Sensitivities 

39.

s. 37(2)(b)
s. 37(2)(b)

s. 47C(1)

s. 47C(1) R
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Financial/systems/legal/deregulation/media implications 

40. There are no financial or deregulation implications identified.

41.

42. The Legal Group has been consulted on the legal implications of the legislative reforms
proposed in this submission.

43. We will work with the Department's Media Coordination team to respond to public comments
about the proposed reforms, and we will keep your office updated on any significant issues.

Attachments 

Attachment A Letter to the Prime Minister (Recommendation 1) 

Attachment B Letter to the Prime Minister (Recommendation 2) 

Attachment C  -  

Authorising Officer 

Cleared by: 

Tara Cavanagh 
Group Manager 
Immigration Policy Group 

Date: 15/11/2023 
Mob:  

Contact Officer Chad Hodgens, Assistant Secretary, Detention Policy Branch, Ph:  

CC A/g Secretary 
A/g Deputy Secretary Immigration 
DS Chief Operating Officer 
DS Social Cohesion and Citizenship 
DS Executive 
Group Manager Legal 
Chief Finance Officer 
FAS Executive Coordination 
Assistant Secretary Legislation 
Assistant Secretary, Migration and Citizenship Law 
ABF Commissioner 
ABF Deputy Commissioner, National Operations North, West and Detention 
ABF Assistant Commissioner, Detention and National Removals 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 47C(1)

s. 42(1)s. 42(1)
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THE HON ANDREW GILES MP 
MINISTER FOR IMMIGRATION, CITIZENSHIP AND MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Parliament House Canberra  ACT  2600  Telephone: (02) 6277 7770 
OFFICIAL: Sensitive | Legal privilege 

Ref No: MS23-002105 

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dear Prime Minister 

I am writing to seek policy authority to  
 

enhance the safety of people in immigration detention centres. 

The Commonwealth has a non-delegable duty of care for the safety and welfare of all 
detainees and people working in immigration detention centres.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In the Annual Report Monitoring Commonwealth Places of Detention (1 July 2021 – 
30 June 2022), the Commonwealth Ombudsman noted that “drug infiltration is an 
ongoing problem throughout the immigration detention network and negatively impacts 
on the wellbeing of people in detention”. The Ombudsman further recommended in the 
same report that the government consider implementing reforms that will give officers 
relevant powers to detect and address criminal activity of this nature. 

Document 4.1

s. 47C(1)

s. 37(2)(b), s. 47C(1)
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The contact officer in the Department of Home Affairs is Assistant Secretary Detention 
Policy, Chad Hodgens who can be contacted on . 

Yours sincerely 

ANDREW GILES 

25 / 7 / 2024 

s. 37(2)(b), s. 47C(1)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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THE HON ANDREW GILES MP 
MINISTER FOR IMMIGRATION, CITIZENSHIP AND MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Parliament House Canberra  ACT  2600  Telephone: (02) 6277 7770 
OFFICIAL: Sensitive | Legal privilege 

Ref No: MS23-002105 

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dear Prime Minister 

I am writing to seek policy authority to  
 enhance the safety of 

people in immigration detention centres. 

The Commonwealth has a non-delegable duty of care for the safety and welfare of all 
detainees and people working in immigration detention centres.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In the Annual Report Monitoring Commonwealth Places of Detention (1 July 2021 – 
30 June 2022), the Commonwealth Ombudsman noted that “drug infiltration is an 
ongoing problem throughout the immigration detention network and negatively impacts 
on the wellbeing of people in detention”. The Ombudsman further recommended in the 
same report that the government consider implementing reforms that will give officers 
relevant powers to detect and address criminal activity of this nature. 

Document 4.2

s. 47C(1)

s. 47C(1), s. 37(2)(b)
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The contact officer in the Department of Home Affairs is Assistant Secretary Detention 
Policy, Chad Hodgens who can be contacted on . 

Yours sincerely 

ANDREW GILES 

/ / 2023 

s. 37(2)(b), s. 47C(1)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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