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Tamil-Speaking CLO Counseling Session 
Biweekly Report 

25  29 June / Medan, North Sumatra 

Specific Locations of Interviews 
Community Living Facility: 

YPAP1 

Top In 

Numbers/Demographics of IMs 
At the time of reporting there are a total of 571 RAS receiving IOM support in Medan, including 221 
Afghans, 166 Sri Lankans, 23 Iraqis, nine Iranians and 152 from Myanmar. There are 84 RAS in the 
Belawan detention centre and 487 RAS in community facilities under IOM care. 

Number/Description of Interviewees 
CLO counseled 3 female Sri Lankan RAS aged 22 - 64 and 8 male Sri Lankan RAS aged 22  35 at 
the community facilities.  All sessions (lasting 3 hours) were held outside the clinic 
homes at the community facility.  
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Patterns in Interviewee Access to Information 
The only mainstream news available here on TV is in Bahasa Indonesia which is not widely 
understood. Most of the RAS in community facilities read and watch news on the internet, such as 
BBC, CNN, ABC for English language and Makkal TV, Sun TV, tamilnet.com, tamilwin.com, 
lankasrinews.com, athirvu.com and manithan.com for Tamil language. Some of them have their own 
laptops. All the RAS in the community facilities have mobiles phones legitimately obtained. These 
people are well informed on the situation in Sri Lanka and other countries such Australia, Canada, 
France, Switzerland and Malaysia. Some of them have family and friends living abroad. 

The RAS in the detention centre have mobile phones and are able to keep in touch with their 
families and relatives in Sri Lanka and other countries such as Australia and Canada. They are also in 
touch with their friends in other countries and in the community facilities in Indonesia.  
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