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 MBC contributed to over 400 unique partner tasks for CTH and state/territory 

agencies. 

Response to Illegal Foreign Fishing activity in the Kimberley Marine Park 

(KMP) 

 The MBC existing multi-agency model with ABF and ADF assets and resources, 

has had success in detecting the presence of illegal foreign fishing vessels 

through these waters through air and sea surveillance and response capability.  

 However, in October 2023, we observed unprecedented numbers of illegal 

foreign fishing vessels in our North-Western waters (62 vessels). 

 This unprecedented volume and changed nature of the fishing activity triggered  

a surge from all involved agencies to pivot operational activities to deterrence 

and disruption outcomes.   

 ABF and ADF have surged assets and resources in support of MBC and AFMA 

to uplift our combined ability to detect and disrupt illegal foreign fishing. 

 MBC assigned one vessel to KMP regularly from 26 November 2023 (previous to 

this, MBC had vessels intermittently assigned in the KMP from January 2023). 

COMMBC directed multiple vessels (two or three) from 1 December 2023, which 

has largely been met. 

 As part of the whole of government response, ABF has established a dedicated 

operation (Operation LEEDSTRUM) that will look to establish a new KMP remote 

area patrol function, to enhance the ABF’s land-based capabilities to detect, 

deter, respond to and prevent civil maritime security threats in the vicinity of the 

KMP.  

KMP AO Success to date 

 Combined whole of Government efforts under Operation Palisade (on water MBC 

operation) and Op Leedstrum have resulted for the period 1 December 2023 to 

31 March 2024: 

o Detention of 43 illegal foreign fishers – 30 in YHIDC; 13 in NAPOD 

o Returns: 36 

o Legislative forfeitures: 12  

o Vessels apprehended: 6 

o Vessels destroyed: 10 

o Trepang seized: 1,665 kg  

o Other catch seized: 340 kg  

o Salt seized: 5,420 kg  

 






