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1. Purpose 

This Procedural Instruction sets out the import and export restrictions for firearms and related goods, the 

governance and control framework within the Department and the ABF, and the operational procedures to be 

undertaken by regional commands and other operational areas within the ABF for firearms and related 

goods. 

Australia has a robust firearms control framework. The Attorney-General’s Department (AGD) is the 

Commonwealth lead for firearms policy.  

The Firearms and Illicit Drugs Section within the AGD contribute to the border firearms control framework 

through administering the import and export restrictions for firearms and related goods specified in the 

Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 (PI Regulations). 

Defence Export Controls within the Department of Defence contribute to the border firearms control 

framework through administering the Customs (Prohibited Exports) Regulations 1958 (PE Regulations).  

The Australian Border Force (ABF) is responsible for the clearance of legitimate imports and exports of 

firearms and related goods, along with detection of illegitimate goods across the border continuum and the 

subsequent storage, transport and destruction of detained and seized goods.  

2. Scope 

This Procedural Instruction falls under the Prohibited Imports and Exports Policy Statement (TT-4889). 

2.1. In scope 

This Procedural Instruction applies to all ABF officers that deal with firearms and related goods (including 

their parts, accessories, magazines, ammunition and components) subject to ABF intervention across the 

border continuum.  
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3. Procedural Instruction 

Regulation 4F of the PI Regulations prohibits the importation of firearms, firearm accessories, firearm parts, 

firearm magazines, ammunition, a component of ammunition and imitations unless certain requirements are 

met (refer to Part of 2 of Schedule 6 of the PI Regulations for further details). In order to import these articles, 

importers must obtain the appropriate import permit by satisfying the appropriate import test.  

Most imported firearms are subject to the requirements of Schedule 6 (Requirements for the importation of 

firearms, firearm accessories, firearm parts, firearm magazines, ammunition, components of ammunition and 

imitations) of the PI Regulations. These requirements include permission to import from the relevant authority 

(the importation must comply with one of the specified 'tests'), serial number inspection, and safety testing of 

a subset of firearms. Exemptions apply in very limited circumstances. The AGD has responsibility for 

granting import permission for higher controlled firearms and related goods. Import permissions for Higher 

Controlled Firearms may be conditional and impose restrictions on the future sale of the goods or require the 

goods be exported within a certain period of time.  

Firearms and related goods subject to lower controls can be imported with written certification from the state 

or territory police agency to certify the importer holds the appropriate licence or authorisation to possess the 

items in the relevant jurisdiction. 

ABF officers detecting firearms will be required to determine the appropriate action for the firearm based on 

the nationally consistent policy and procedures defined in this document in accordance with the PI 

Regulations and PE Regulations. 
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Repeating action centre fire rifles 2 

Break-action shotgun/rifle combinations 2 

Repeating bolt action shotguns 2 

Lever-action shotgun without a firearm magazine or fitted with a magazine capacity 

of no more than five rounds 

2 

Generally, importers can import the articles in the above table under the police certification test with written 

import permission. Written permission comes by way of an Importation of Firearms – Police Confirmation and 

Certification (B709A Form).  

Firearms dealers can also import these items under the police certification test with written import permission 

by way of an Ongoing Importation by Firearms Dealer Police Confirmation (B709DA Form) accompanied by 

an itemised list of the quantity, make, model and serial number of each item.  

Item 1 and 2 firearms can also be imported under the official purposes test, the specified purposes test and 

the specified person test with written import permission from the Firearms and Illicit Drugs Section. 

Firearms with one or more of the following characteristics are not classified as Item 1 or 2 firearms, instead 

they must be classified as higher controlled firearms (Item 12): 

 firearms that have a fully automatic firing capability 

 firearms that are substantially the same in appearance as a fully automatic firearm 

 firearms to which a firearm accessory is attached or is integral.  

For more information on assessing firearms that are ‘substantially the same in appearance as a fully 

automatic firearm’, see the Firearms Referrals Procedural Instruction (TT-5392). Firearms meeting this 

criteria must be recorded in the Goods Management System (GMS) under the ‘Appearance Based Controls’ 

firearm type.  
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3.2. Category C Firearms 

3.3. Category D Firearms 
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3.5. Other Firearms and Related Goods 

3.5.1. Paintball Markers 

Paintball markers are restricted on importation into Australia under Item 14A of Part 2 of Schedule 6 and can 

only be imported with written permission under the police certification test by way of a B709A Form.  

Firearms dealers can also import these items under the police certification test with written permission by 

way of a B709DA Form. The dealer must also provide to the ABF the quantity, make, model and serial 

number of each firearm, frame or receiver being imported for each importation either at, or before, 

importation.  

Paintball markers with one or more of the following characteristics are not classified as Item 14A firearms, 

instead they must be classified as higher controlled firearms (Item 12):  

 firearms that are substantially the same in appearance as a fully automatic firearm 

 firearms to which a firearm accessory has been attached or is integral. 

For more information on assessing firearms that are ‘substantially the same in appearance as a fully 

automatic firearm’, see the Firearms Referrals Procedural Instruction (TT-5392). Firearms meeting this 

criteria must be recorded in the GMS under the ‘Appearance Based Controls’ firearm type. 

 

3.5.2. Soft Air Firearms 

Soft air rifles are restricted on importation into Australia under Items 1of Part 2 of Schedule 6 of the PI 

Regulations and can only be imported with written permission under the police certification test by way of a 

B709A Form.  
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Soft air handguns are restricted under Item 9 of Part 2 of Schedule 6 of the PI Regulations and can only be 

imported with written permission under the police certification test by way of a B709D Form respectively.  

Firearms dealers can also import these items under the police certification test with written import permission 

by way of a B709DA Form. The dealer must also provide to the ABF the quantity, make, model and serial 

number of each firearm, frame or receiver being imported for each importation either at, or before, 

importation.  

The police certification test does not apply to soft air rifles and soft air handguns with fully automatic firing 

capability, firearms with an attached or integral firearm accessory, or firearms that are substantially the same 

in appearance as a fully automatic firearm. Items meeting these descriptions require written import 

permission from the Firearms and Illicit Drugs Section. 

3.5.3. Importing Fully Automatic and Other Prohibited Firearms 

For more information on assessing firearms against the appearance based controls, see the Firearms 

Referrals Procedural Instruction (TT-5392). Firearms meeting this criteria must be recorded in the GMS 

under the ‘Appearance Based Controls’ firearm type. 

3.5.4. Imitation Firearms 

s. 47E(d)
s. 47E(d)

s. 47E(d)

R
e

le
a

s
e

d
 b

y
 D

e
p

a
rt

m
e

n
t 

o
f 

H
o

m
e

 A
ff

a
ir

s
 

Page 40 of 122



 

 PROTECTED 
 

 

      
 PROTECTED 

 

Page 17 of 75 Management of Firearms at the Border 

3.6. Identification of Actual Firearms 

Refer to the Firearms Referrals for AFP Forensic Examination and Expert Assessment Standard Operating 

Procedure (TT-1771) for procedures around the formal classification of firearms and related goods.  
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3.31. Training  

Training plays an important role in ensuring officers are suitably qualified to undertake the functions 

associated with managing custodial firearms.  
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3.31.1. Firearms safe handling training 

3.31.2. FSTO training 

Firearms safety testing can only be undertaken by a qualified FSTO. To be qualified as an FSTO, an officer 

must be certified in firearms safe handling, and subsequently complete the training in examining and testing 

firearms. This training is delivered by an FSTO Trainer – noting the training material is currently under 

review.  

To be qualified as an FSTO Trainer to undertake the delivery of FSTO training, officers must also maintain a 

component of the Certificate IV in Training and Assessment, and must be able to demonstrate adequate 

knowledge and experience in firearms management and the delivery of safe handling training, in addition to 

being in a current FSTO role. FSTO Trainers are appointed by other FSTO Trainers.   

The TGOP Section are currently reviewing the FSTO training.  

Additional training in the management of firearms and other goods is available for DGM Store officers where 

required and includes: 

 manual handling training 

 forklift operator training and assessment 

 training in the management of dangerous and hazardous goods. 
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3.34. Firearms Safety Testing Officer (FSTO) Network 

The FSTO Network is an email distribution group that was set up to enable firearms safety testing officers, 

and other officers involved in the management of firearms, to discuss issues in the management of firearms.  

In most cases, the network is used to share firearms knowledge between regional networks and policy areas 

to promote nationally consistent identification and classification of firearms. It is a useful network that 

enables officer to share information and promote consistency in procedures across the regional commands. 
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4. Accountabilities and Responsibilities  

4.1. AGD Responsibilities 

The activities that enable the effective management of firearms at the border are undertaken collaboratively 

by both the  ABF and the AGD.  

 

4.1.1. Firearms and Illicit Drugs Section 

The Firearms and Illicit Drugs Section within AGD is the Commonwealth lead for overarching firearms policy.  

This section is responsible for providing firearms classification decisions to the ABF in consultation with the 

AFP, They are also responsible for the assessment and approval/refusal of import permissions for firearms 

not subject to the Police Certification Test. 

4.2. ABF Responsibilities 
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4.2.3. South, East, West, North and Detention 

These work areas manage border enforcement and operational activity. They are responsible for facilitating 

legitimate trade and travel and undertakes operations in the prevention, deterrence and detection of the 

illegal movement of people and goods across the border. 

These work areas are responsible for the operations of the firearms and detained goods management 

teams, including the examination, testing, detention, storage and disposal of firearms. 
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4.3.5. Safety Testing and Firearms Identification 

Each Firearms Cell within the regional and northern commands has at least one FSTO trained in the 

identification, classification and safety testing of firearms, to ensure that any firearms being released in to the 

community contain a unique serial number and are safe for use in the community. 

TGOP maintain the FSTO Network and are currently reviewing and updating the FSTO training. 
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13 20/10/2022 Trade and Goods 

Operational Policy 

Minor edits to reflect machinery of Government 

and other structural changes 
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Attachment C – Consultation 

1.1. Internal Consultation 
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Firearms Referrals for AFP Forensic 
Examination and Expert Assessment 

1. Purpose

The purpose of this document is to outline the procedures for referring a firearm or related good to the 

Australian Federal Police (AFP) for the purposes of forensic examination and expert assessment. It also 

provides guidance on the circumstances in which firearms should be referred to the AFP. 

The Attorney-General’s Department (AGD), the ABF and the AFP work closely together and refer firearm 

matters to the AFP in certain circumstances, typically for the provision of forensic examination and expert 

assessment of firearms or related goods. 

2. Scope

2.1. In Scope 

Firearms and related goods that are detected across the border continuum requiring referral to the AFP for 

forensic examination and expert assessment to enable the correct classification of the goods to Regulation 

4F and Schedule 6 of the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 (PI Regulations), or Regulation 

13E firearms within the Customs (Prohibited Exports) Regulations 1958 (PE Regulations). 

This document applies to all ABF officers that manage the identification, classification and clearance of 

imported and exported firearms across the border continuum under the PI Regulations and PI Regulations. 

, including but not limited to: 

 Firearms Safety Testing Officers (FSTOs)
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2.2. Out of Scope 

3. Referral Circumstances

A first import into Australia of a firearm make and model requires referral to the AFP for forensic examination 
and expert assessment to enable the classification of the goods under the PI Regulations. Additionally, 
where firearms cannot be identified and classified by an FSTO, referral may also be required, particularly 
where the firearms may be subject to appearance based controls. 

3.2. Appearance based controls 

Firearms that would otherwise be classified under Items 1, 2, 9 or 14A but are ‘substantially the same in 

appearance as a fully automatic firearm’ are classified to Item 12 of Part 2 of Schedule 6 of the 

PI Regulations. These firearms can only be imported with permission from the AGD. 

Due to different firearms legislation at a state and territory level, police firearms registries may issue Police 

Certification import documentation for firearms that are subject to appearance based controls. ABF officers 

need to be vigilant in assessing firearms at the border that have Police Certification to determine whether 

appearance based controls apply.  
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Attachment C – Consultation 

1.1. Internal Consultation 

1.2. External Consultation 
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