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Many thanks and kind regards,

---
BPsychSc, BCCJ(Hons1)
 | Research Fellow | Mt. Gravatt CURIP Coordinator | Research Assistant

School of Criminology and Criminal Justice
Griffith University | Mt Gravatt Campus | QLD 4122
T  | E 
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and you are not the addressee or responsible for delivery of the email to the addressee(s), please disregard the contents of the email, delete the mail and notify the author
immediately.

Important Notice: The content of this email is intended only for use by the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have
received this email by mistake, please advise the sender and delete the message and attachments immediately. This email, including
attachments, may contain confidential, sensitive, legally privileged and/or copyright information. 

Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is
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School of Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Griffith University | Mount Gravatt | QLD 4111 | Office  

T  | M  | E @griffith.edu.au 

 

griffith.edu.au 

 

Please note that I work . I will respond to your email during this time.  

 

  m        m    m  m    V           

 

 

Griffith University - CRICOS Provider Number 00233E 

 

PRIVILEGED - PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the addressee(s) and may 

contain information which is confidential or privileged. If you receive this email and you are not the 

addressee or responsible for delivery of the email to the addressee(s), please disregard the contents of the 

email, delete the mail and notify the author immediately. 

 

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 6 March 2019 4:15:28 PM 
To: Vanessa HOLBEN 
Cc: ; ; Claire 
REES 
Subject: Re: Project Update - Review of Security Risk Assessment Tool project [DLM=For-Official-Use-
Only]  
 

Thank you Vanessa.  
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6

 

We will be unable to meet the delivery of the Aim 1 report by the 15 March. While concentrating on the 
Aim 1 report requirements we have missed the deadlines for the Aim 2 report (15 Feb - delivery for 
consultation) and the Aim 3 report (delivery for consultation 1 March). These two reports (and the data 
cleaning and analyses for the Aim 1 report) are progressing well. However, they still require additional 
work.  

 

Until we commence the interviews it is difficult to provide an estimate of when the Aim 1 report will be 
completed. Assuming the interviews commence in the next two week I anticipate that we will be able to 
deliver all three reports by the end of May.  

 

Would this be acceptable to the Australia Border Force? 

 

 

Professor   

 

School of Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Griffith University | Mount Gravatt | QLD 4111 | Office  

T  | M  | E @griffith.edu.au 

 

griffith.edu.au 

 

Please note that I work . I will respond to your email during this time.  

 

  m        m    m  m    V           
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9

I believe that you are planning on being in  in the near future - perhaps we could meet to discuss? 
Everyone is still keen on a trip to the detention centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor   

 

School of Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Griffith University | Mount Gravatt | QLD 4111 | Office  

T  | M  | E @griffith.edu.au 

 

griffith.edu.au 

 

Please note that I work . I will respond to your email during this time.  

 

  m        m    m  m    V           

 

 

Griffith University - CRICOS Provider Number 00233E 

 

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1) s. 47F(1) s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

R
e

le
a

se
d

 b
y 

D
e

p
a

rt
m

e
n

t o
f 

H
o

m
e

 A
ff

a
ir

s 
u

n
d

e
r 

th
e

 F
re

e
d

o
m

 o
f I

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

A
ct

 1
98

2 



PROTECTED: Sensitive 

Minute 
To: Group Manager Immigration Detention Group 

Date: 16 March 2020 

Final Report: Improving Risk Assessment of 
Immigration Detainees 

Timing 
At your earliest convenience. 

Purpose 
To: 

1. Seek endorsement for Detention Operations to engage Queensland Corrective Services in discussions
on a psychometrically sound screening assessment tool, as resources permit, as suggested by Griffith
University; and

2. Seek endorsement for Detention Operations to request FOI redactions of interviewee participation
information within the Griffith University’s Final Report – Improving Risk Assessment of Immigration
Detainees.

 Background 
3. In late 2018, the Australian Border Force (ABF) invited the Griffith University to undertake a project on

Improving Risk Assessment of Immigration Detainees. Stage 1 of the project entailed the Griffith
University preparing a report detailing:

i. An understanding of the concept of risk in Australian immigration detention facilities;

ii. Review of the current empirical work concerning risk in immigration detention facilities;

iii. Background on the development, function and psychometric properties actuarial risk assessment
tools; and

iv. Identifying and assessing any risk assessment tools available that meet the need of the ABF.

4. In late 2019, the Griffith University provided its final report, containing a number of key findings for further
consideration by the ABF. Please see pages 13 through 22 of Attachment A – Final Report: Improving
Risk Assessment of Immigration Detainees.

5. Detention Operations has carefully examined the report to create an issues register that catalogues all
references to improvements, deficiencies and considerations. This register will assist Detention
Operations in determining future priorities in response to the report.

Document 3
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Issues 
Key Findings 

6. The Griffith University has determined it is not possible to proceed with Stage 2 (investigate the viability of 
building or validating a psychometrically valid and reliable risk assessment tool) or Stage 3 (build the tool) 
of this project on the basis that ABF data systems do not have the information required to conduct the 
necessary analyses to build a psychometrically sound assessment tool.  

7. Further, there are no already established tools with sound psychometric properties for the population of 
detainees. 

8. Griffith University suggested that a case could be made for implementing a psychometrically sound 
screening assessment tool that they developed for , and we would need 
to work with  to access their intellectual property in that tool.  

9. Should this option be considered, Griffith University has indicated the ABF may need to adjust its data 
collection processes in order to validate the  tool. 

10. Since December 2019, Detention Operations has and is continuing to experience extraordinary 
resourcing priorities associated to bushfires and COVID-19 response activities, limiting our ability to 
progress the outcomes of report in a manner that assists in achieving a new and more reliable risk 
assessment tool. 

11. Should resource pressures associated with current operational priorities be alleviated, Detention 
Operations recommends examining processes of  with a view to 
investigating if their screening assessment tool could be obtained and modified for the immigration 
detention context. 

Consultation 
Nil. 
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Recommendation 
It is recommended that you endorse Detention Operations engaging with  as 
resources permit. 

It is recommended that you endorse Detention Operations’ position seeking FOI redactions of interviewee 
participation. 

Claire Rees Kaylene Zakharoff 

Commander Detention Operations Group Manager Immigration Detention Group 

02       March 2020 

      March 2020 

Contact Officer:  

Division/branch: Detention Strategy and Risk 

Phone:  

Attachments:  

Attachment A – Final Report: Improving Risk Assessment of Immigration Detainees 

Agreed  ☐ Noted  ☐ 

Agreed  ☐ Noted  ☐ 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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 Ryan Summerton 
A/g Group Manager 
Immigration Detention Group 

Assistant Secretary 
Audit and Assurance Branch 

M:  T:  
      September 2020       September 2020 

Contact Officer:   
Division/branch: Detention Operations 
Phone:  

s. 47E(d)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii) s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 47F(1)

R
e

le
a

se
d

 b
y 

D
e

p
a

rt
m

e
n

t o
f 

H
o

m
e

 A
ff

a
ir

s 
u

n
d

e
r 

th
e

 F
re

e
d

o
m

 o
f I

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

A
ct

 1
98

2 



s. 47E(d)

R
e

le
a

se
d

 b
y 

D
e

p
a

rt
m

e
n

t o
f 

H
o

m
e

 A
ff

a
ir

s 
u

n
d

e
r 

th
e

 F
re

e
d

o
m

 o
f I

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

A
ct

 1
98

2 



OFFICIAL 

FOI - FA 23/11/00782 

Held Detention – by Placement and Escort Risk 

• Current statistical data (2023) and related information on percentage of immigration
detainees categorised as High & Extreme Risk by the ABF/Serco Secure Risk Assessment
Template (SRAT) for the purposes of:
o Placement in the detention network; and
o Transportation/escort.

As at 15 November 2023, there were 928 people in held detention. Of these: 

• 716 (77.2% of held detention cohort) were categorized as high or extreme risk for
placement; and

• 747 (80.5% of held detention cohort) detention were categorised as high or extreme
risk for escort.

Author Detention, Regional Processing and Community Reporting 

Data Sources Departmental Systems 

Data Date 15 November 2023 

Cleared For External Use 

Notes 
Note: information is based on departmental systems data as at 6am 16 November 2023. 

Caveats: 
∙ This information is provided for the specific purpose of this request.
∙ It is the responsibility of the area providing Department of Home Affairs information to external
stakeholders to ensure that the disclosure is in accordance with the ABF Act, Australian Privacy
Principles or other relevant legislation.
∙ With regards to Immigration data, the Department’s current policy is to mask numbers which are
less than five as <5, noting we are reviewing the confidentiality method for the future.

Document 5
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