


•         Immigration Programs

•         International Policy

•         People & Culture

•         Data Division

•         Strategy & Law Enforcement
•         Electronic Surveillance Reform Taskforce
•         Aviation and Maritime Security
•         Law Enforcement Policy
•         Strategy
•         Social Cohesion & Citizenship
•         Counter-Terrorism
•         Counter Foreign Interference
•         Immigration and Settlement Services
•         Immigration Integrity, Assurance and Policy
•         Refugee Humanitarian & Settlement
•         Immigration Integrity and Community Protection
•         Service Delivery and Transformation
•         Global Business and Talent Attraction Taskforce
•         Migrant Services Coordinator-General
•         National Resilience and Cyber Security
•         Maritime Border Command
•         Regional Processing and Resettlement Taskforce
•         Cyber, Digital and Technology
•         Identity and Biometrics
•         Technology and Major Capability
•         Critical Infrastructure Security
•         Intelligence Capability
•         Emergency Management and Coordination
•         Office of the Minister for Home Affairs

The following external stakeholders consulted during the making of this decision:

•         Australian Federal Police

•         ASIO

•         AUSTRAC

•         Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission

•         Office of the Special Investigator
 
Publication of the documents authorised for release
 
Documents released must be published in accordance with section 8(2)(g) of the FOI Act.
 
Documents are published on the Department’s website here.
 
Further Information
 

•         Media Operations has Talking Points in relation to this request.
 

If you have any questions in relation to the FOI processes please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
 
Kind regards
 
 



Acting Director | Freedom of Information
Freedom of Information & Records Management Branch | Data Division
Strategy & Law Enforcement Group
Department of Home Affairs
M: 
E: @homeaffairs.gov.au
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From:
To: FOI
Cc: Media Operations; ABF Media; 
Subject: RE: FOI request FA 21/04/00859 -  - decision documents for signature [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 9 July 2021 12:46:23 PM
Attachments: Decision record - FA 210400859 - signed.pdf

OFFICIAL

Good afternoon 
Please find the signed letter attached.
Kind regards,

A/g Director, Ministerial Executive Coordination
Ministerial and Parliamentary Branch | Executive Division
Department of Home Affairs
P: (02)  | 
E: homeaffairs.gov.au
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From: FOI 
Sent: Friday, 9 July 2021 12:12 PM
To:  
Cc: FOI ; Media Operations ; ABF Media 
Subject: FOI request FA 21/04/00859 -  - decision documents for signature
[SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Dear 
I refer to FOI request FA 21/04/00859 received from  seeking
access to the following:

The Incoming Ministerial Briefs (or Incoming Government Briefs) provided to
Ministers Andrews and Hawke upon their appointment to the roles of Minister for
Home Affairs and Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant Services and
Multicultural Affairs, respectively

The Department has identified two documents as falling within the scope of this request.
(Note: the IMB for Minister Alex Hawke is publicly available and has been excluded from
the request, as explained in the decision letter.)
We have assessed the documents under the FOI Act, and I am proposing to:

• Exempt two documents in part.
The documents as with mark-ups are attached.
I have drafted a decision record for your consideration, attached.
If you are satisfied that the decision meets the element of the request, would you
please: print the decision, sign, scan and return to the FOI Section at:
foi@homeaffairs.gov.au. Alternatively, you can approve the decision by email and I can
insert “electronically signed” for you.
Notes:
• The minimum requirement for a valid decision is the decision maker’s first name and

position number.

FOI Request FA 21/07/00961 
Document #2
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• I have made some minor changes for the sake of internal consistency and consistency
with the previous FOI for Minister Hawke’s IMB.

• New exemptions are marked in purple boxes:
Volume 2 page 90: this was redacted from Hawke’s IMB so I have replicated
it here.
Volume 2 page 106: redacted in line with MO  suggestion
ABF Fact Book page 49: even though ABF Governance approved ‘release in
full’, some of these names appear to be non-SES, so I’ve exempted them
out of caution.

MO  suggested that Volume 1 page 132 have stats relating to terrorism
should be exempted. I have not done so as (1) they were released in Hawke’s IMB and
(2) the business area did not request this.
Hawke’s IMB as released can be viewed here:

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/foi/files/2021/fa-210100105-fa210100899-
document-released-pt1.PDF
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/foi/files/2021/fa-210100105-fa210100899-
document-released-pt2.PDF
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/foi/files/2021/fa-210100105-fa210100899-
document-released-pt3.PDF

If you are able, I would appreciate it if you are able to return the signed decision as
soon as possible.
Talking Points

Any issues management (including the preparation of Talking Points) relating to the
outcome of an FOI request is the responsibility of the business area.

This process may depend on your Division’s internal briefing procedures. We
recommend that you notify your Executive of the pending decision prior to finalising a
matter.

Please liaise with Media Operations at media@homeaffairs.gov.au regarding
requirements for Talking Points.
The FOI Section will issue a pending decision alert to relevant parties three days prior to
release.
Please contact me if you would like to discuss this matter.
Yours

Freedom of Information Section
FOI and Records Management Branch
Data Division
Strategy & Law Enforcement Group
Phone: 02 
Email: foi@homeaffairs.gov.au
Department of Home Affairs - www.homeaffairs.gov.au
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From:
To: Emily GRANT
Subject: Minister Andrews IMB FOI requests [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Tuesday, 1 June 2021 2:41:00 PM
Attachments: FA 21 04 00429 - Incoming Minister Brief - Minister Andrews - Volume One [Marked up].tr5

FA 21 04 00429 - Incoming Minister Brief - Minister Andrews - Volume Two [Marked up].tr5

OFFICIAL

Hi Emily

Please find trim links to Minister Andrews’ IMB attached.

Both volumes of the IMB have been reviewed by authoring line areas and redactions applied as
per their advice  and I have also reviewed and suggested one additional redaction (personal
information in Michael Milford’s bio), which has been applied by the FOI team.

We will be sending hard copies to the Minister’s office in tomorrow morning’s run.

A/g Director, Ministerial Executive Coordination
Ministerial and Parliamentary Branch | Executive Division
Department of Home Affairs
P: (02)   | 
E: homeaffairs.gov.au
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From:  < homeaffairs.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 1 June 2021 10:24 AM
To:  < homeaffairs.gov.au>; FOI
<foi@homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: RE: FOI requests FA 21/04/00429 and FA 21/04/00859 - Incoming Minister's Brief
Decision Making [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Morning 

Thanks for the advice on the additional redactions.

I’ve applied those to the attached Volume(s) for review via TRIM links.

Cheers, 

FOI Request FA 21/07/00961 
Document #9
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Director (Surge Team)
Freedom of Information Section
FOI and Records Management Branch
Data Division
Corporate and Enabling Group
Department of Home Affairs
Phone: 
Email: homeaffairs.gov.au
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From:  < homeaffairs.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 28 May 2021 5:25 PM
To: FOI <foi@homeaffairs.gov.au>
Cc:  < homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: RE: FOI requests FA 21/04/00429 and FA 21/04/00859 - Incoming Minister's Brief
Decision Making [SEC=OFFICIAL]
 

OFFICIAL

Hi 

I have reviewed the pack and identified an instance where additional redactions should be made
-  family in the last sentence of his biography (Volume 1, page 24) should be
redacted (see highlighted in red in the attached). I have discussed this with the responsible line
area and received confirmation/approval.

Grateful if your team could action and provide me with an amended copy as soon as possible. I
will then progress to Minister Andrews’ office for consultation, prior to providing a decision on
release.

Kind regards,

A/g Director, Ministerial Executive Coordination
Ministerial and Parliamentary Branch | Executive Division
Department of Home Affairs
P: (02)   | 
E: homeaffairs.gov.au

OFFICIAL
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From: FOI <foi@homeaffairs.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 25 May 2021 2:50 PM
To:  < homeaffairs.gov.au>
Cc:  < homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: FOI requests FA 21/04/00429 and FA 21/04/00859 - Incoming Minister's Brief Decision
Making [SEC=OFFICIAL]
 

OFFICIAL

Afternoon 

We’re now in a position to seek your review on the attached decision letter and documents in
scope for the  FOI requests. We have followed your convention of separating
the IMB into Volumes 1 and 2 and the file size requires that we attach TRIM links to those
documents.

Both Volumes reflect the consultation with areas of the Department and Portfolio Agencies that
you have previously undertaken. All proposed redactions in these volumes are consistent with
business areas requests and our own analysis based on the FOI Act.

You’ll observe that the redacted version of Volume 2 is now 140 pages as it does not include the
2 page confidential concept note from Regional Processing and Settlement included in the
version you originally provided to FOI in the call for documents. Advice from the business area
( ) was that the note was incorrect and should be removed; the correct note was
apparently provided separately.

I understand you will be liaising with Minister Andrews’ Office in relation to the potential release
of these documents and I’d be most grateful if you could provide an indicative timeframe for this
review and signing of the decision letter noting the sensitivity of the request from 

Happy to discuss at any time.

Cheers, 

OFFICIAL
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