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1. Major Reports 

1.1 Australian government 

1.1.1 DFAT 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, CIS7B839411226 

1.1.2 COISS products 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.51-59, 20191108162823 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, 20190909125037 

 ‘Thematic Briefing Iran: Christians in Iran’, COISS, 4 September 2019, 20190904120117 

 ‘Situational Update: Iran: Protests’, COISS, 19 January 2018, CR239EC8112 

1.2 Foreign government 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, 20200312093514 

 ‘Country Background Note: Iran’, UK Home Office, 15 November 2019, 20191126100520 

 ‘Iran 2018 International Religious Freedom Report’, US Department of State, 21 June 2019, 

20190627091702 

 ‘Trafficking in Persons Report 2019’, US Department of State, 20 June 2019, 

20190621103235 

 ‘Human Rights and Democracy 2018 Annual Report (FCO)’, Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office UK, 1 June 2019, 20191010124553 

 'United States Commission on International Religious Freedom Annual Report 2019', United 

States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 29 April 2019, pp.50-56, 

20190508143726 

1.3 Non-government 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, pp.23-26, 20200219090219 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Resource Guide: Iran 
  

Page 2 of 23 
 

 ‘2019 Annual Report on Human Rights in Iran’, Human Rights Activists News Agency, 

3 January 2020, 20200106093225 

 ‘Freedom on the Net 2019’, Freedom House, 5 November 2019, 20191106110755 

 'Iran - COI Compilation', Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and 

Documentation (ACCORD), 1 July 2018, 20190326122102 

 ‘BTI 2018 Country Report – Iran’, Bertelsmann Stiftung, 1 January 2018, 20190906103646 

1.4   United Nations 

 'Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of 

Iran - January 2019', United Nations Human Rights Council, 30 January 2019, 

20190305091503 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, 20200228105335 

 ‘Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Secretary-General’, 

United Nations General Assembly, 2 August 2019, 20190927104455 

 ‘Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran’, United Nations General 

Assembly, 18 July 2019, 20190819104518 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran - February 2019', United Nations 

Human Rights Council, 8 February 2019, 20190405133750 

2. Background Country Information 

2.1 Maps 

 ‘Iran Country Profile’, US Central Intelligence Agency, 2009 

 ‘Islamic Republic of Iran’, UN Cartographic Section, January 2004 

 Please see the University of Texas Perry Castañeda Library Map Collection website for more 

maps of Iran, including country maps, city map, thematic maps and historical maps. This can 

be found at the following link: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/iran.html 

2.2 Key legislation 

 'Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran 1979 - WIPO Entry', World Intellectual Property 

Organisation, 16 May 2019, 20190516150356 

 ‘Criminal Code of Procedure for Public and Revolutionary Courts (Approved on September 19 

1999 with amendments)’, Translated by Iran Human Rights Documentation Center, CIS25100 
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 ‘Amendments to the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Code of Criminal Procedure – Part 1’, Iran 

Human Rights Documentation Center (United States), 22 June 2015, CISEC96CF13022 

 ‘Amendments to the Islamic Republic of Iran’s New Code of Criminal Procedure – Part 2’, Iran 

Human Rights Documentation Center (United States), 12 February 2016, CIS38A8012230 

 ‘IHRDC Translation of the New Islamic Penal Code of the Islamic Republic of Iran – Books 

One and Two’, Iran Human Rights Documentation Center (United States), 8 April 2014, 

CIS27755 

 ‘IHRDC Translation of the Islamic Penal Code of the Islamic Republic of Iran – Book Five’, 

Iran Human Rights Documentation Center (United States), 18 July 2013, CIS25936 

 ‘Nationality Law’, Princeton University Iran Data Portal (United States), 17 July 2013, 

CIS29471 

 ‘The Civil Code of the Islamic Republic of Iran (as amended)’, Alavi and Associates (United 

States), n.d., CIS17938 

 ‘The Anti Narcotics Law of the Islamic Republic of Iran—as amended on 8 November 1997 by 

the Expediency Council’, UN Office on Drugs and Crime, CIS22457 

2.3 Economy 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.8-10, CIS7B839411226 

 'The World Factbook: Iran (updated 8 January 2020)', Central Intelligence Agency, 8 January 

2020, 20200117160823 

2.4 Health care 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.11-12, CIS7B839411226 

 '“Maximum Pressure” US Economic Sanctions Harm Iranians’ Right to Health', Human Rights 

Watch (HRW), 30 October 2019, 20191030091324 

2.5 Security situation 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.15, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Iran’, Smart Traveller Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

<https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/destinations/middle-east/iran>  

2.6 Nationality 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.16-17, CIS7B839411226 
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 'Country Position Paper: Statelessness in Iran', European Network on Statelessness, Institute 

on Statelessness and Inclusion, November 2019, 20191216165430 

2.7 Documentation 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.49-51, CIS7B839411226 

 'Reciprocity Schedule - Iran', US Department of State, Undated (accessed 28 January 2020), 

20200128125307 

 'Iran Imposes Discriminatory Forms For New National ID Cards', Radio Free Europe / Radio 

Liberty, 27 January 2020, 20200128120714 

 ‘Country Background Note: Iran’, UK Home Office, 15 November 2019, pp.14-15, 

20191126100520 

 'Issuance procedures of the Iranian passport in Iran and abroad', Danish National ID Centre, 

16 October 2018, 20190502101001 

 'IRN105037.E - Iran: The new format of the shenasnameh (birth certificate), including physical 

characteristics, security features, and period of validity; application procedures and 

requirements; whether citizens are required to replace their shenasnameh with the newer 

version (2012-January 2015)', Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 16 January 2015, 

OGFDFC61A9 

 'IRN105036.E - Iran: The National Smart Card, including the issuing agency, the requirements 

to obtain the card, areas where the card is being issued, card format, information and uses; 

requirements to renew the National Identity Card before expiration and problems associated 

with having an expired identity card; whether the National Smart Card is being issued in 

conjunction with a new format of the Shenasnameh [birth certificate]', Immigration and 

Refugee Board of Canada, 16 January 2015, OGFDFC61A10 

 'IRN104592.E - Iran: The National Identity Card, including requirements and procedures to 

obtain the card within the country as well as from abroad; whether the card has replaced the 

shenasnameh; whether fraudulent cards exist (2012-September 2013)', Immigration and 

Refugee Board of Canada, 24 September 2013, CIS27381 

 'IRN101296.E - Iran: The shenasnameh, including application and reissuance procedure, 

physical characteristics, security features, period of validity, meaning of inscriptions, 

significance of identification number and difference between the shenasnameh and the 

national identification card (2006)', Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 5 June 2006, 

OGF10222E72 

 'Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, 

ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, etc.', Danish Immigration Service, Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 April 2009, CIS17329 
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2.8 Entry and Exit Procedures 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.48, CIS7B839411226 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Illegal exit', UK Home Office, February 2019, 

20190301152539 

 'IRN104624.E - Iran: Exit and entry procedures at airports and land borders, particularly at the 

Imam Khomeini International airport; whether authorities alert border officials of individuals 

they are looking for; incidence of bribery of Iranian border officials to facilitate departure; the 

punishment for border officers caught taking such bribes (2009-October 2013)', Immigration 

and Refugee Board of Canada, 21 October 2013, CIS27380 

 'Iran: On Conversion to Christianity, Issues concerning Kurds and Post-2009 Election 

Protestors as well as Legal Issues and Exit Procedures', Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo 

and Danish Immigration Service, February 2013, pp.67-77, CIS25114  

 'Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, 

ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, etc.', Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration 

Service, April 2009, pp.35-41, CIS17329  

3. Common claims 

3.1 Race 

3.1.1 Arabs 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.1-5, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.17, CIS7B839411226 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Ahwazis and Ahwazi political groups', UK Home 

Office, 9 June 2018, OG9EF767925 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, p.48, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Sweden sentences Iraqi man of spying for Iran', David Keyton, Associated Press (AP), 20 

December 2019, 20191223095516 

 'Sweden jails man for spying on Ahwazi community for Iran', Reuters, 20 December 2019, 

20191223151624 

 'Iran: Issues concerning persons of ethnic minorities, Kurds and Ahwazi Arabs', Danish 

Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941872 
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3.1.2 Kurds 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.5-9, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.18-19, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘DFAT Thematic Report: Faili Kurds in Iran and Iraq’, Department of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade, 3 December 2014, CIS2F827D91722 

 'Iranian Kurds: Consequences of political activities in Iran and KRI', Danish Immigration 

Service, 7 February 2020, 20200210101317 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.47-48, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran - Kurds and Kurdish Political Groups', UK Home 

Office, 30 January 2019, 20190215113243 

 'Iran: Issues concerning persons of ethnic minorities, Kurds and Ahwazi Arabs', Danish 

Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941872 

 'Iranian Kurds: On Conditions for Iranian Kurdish Parties in Iran and KRI, Activities in the 

Kurdish Area of Iran, Conditions in Border Area and Situation of Returnees from KRI to Iran', 

Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, September 2013, CIS26587 

 'Iran: On Conversion to Christianity, Issues concerning Kurds and Post-2009 Election 

Protestors as well as Legal Issues and Exit Procedures', Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo 

and Danish Immigration Service, Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo and Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 February 2013, CIS25114 

 'Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, 

ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, etc.', Danish Immigration Service, Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 April 2009, CIS17329 

3.2 Religion  

3.2.1 Baha’is 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.9-10, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.23-24, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, p.6, p.19 & p.28, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 
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 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.11-12, 20200228105335 

 'Iran: New ID card rule highlights plight of Baha'i', Deutsche Welle, 25 January 2020, 

20200128120940 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Iran Policy Brief: Increased Persecution of Iran’s Baha’i Community in 2019', United States 

Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 11 October 2019, 

20191120145907 

 'United States Commission on International Religious Freedom Annual Report 2019', United 

States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 29 April 2019, p.53, 

20190508143726 

 'Iran: The situation of the Baha'i community', Landinfo, 12 August 2016, CIS38A80124833 

3.2.2 Christians, including Christian converts 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.11-14, 20190909125037 

 ‘Thematic Briefing Iran: Christians in Iran’, COISS, 4 September 2019, 20190904120117 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.23-23, CIS7B839411226 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Christians and Christian converts', UK Home 

Office, 27 February 2020, 20200228081848 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Iran: House Churches and Converts', Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration 

Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941873 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'Iran: The reality for Christians - Considerations for immigration officials, government agencies 

and advocates of Iranian Christians', Open Doors, 1 August 2019, 20190911105038 

 'United States Commission on International Religious Freedom Annual Report 2019', United 

States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 29 April 2019, p.54, 

20190508143726 

 'Iran: House Churches and Converts', Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration 

Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941873 

 'Iran: Christian converts and house churches (2) - arrests and prosecutions', Landinfo, 29 

November 2017, CISEDB50AD8641 

 'Iran: Christian converts and house churches (1) - prevalence and conditions for religious 

practise', Landinfo, 27 November 2017, CISEDB50AD8640 

 'Update on the Situation for Christian Converts in Iran', Danish Immigration Service, June 

2014, CIS28931 
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 'Iran: On Conversion to Christianity, Issues concerning Kurds and Post-2009 Election 

Protestors as well as Legal Issues and Exit Procedures', Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo 

and Danish Immigration Service, Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo and Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 February 2013, CIS25114 

 'Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, 

ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, etc.', Danish Immigration Service, Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 April 2009, CIS17329 

3.2.3 Non-practicing Muslims and atheists 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.15-16, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.24-25, CIS7B839411226 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'Iran - Failing On All Fronts', Amnesty International, 30 June 2019, 20190704101420 

 ‘Iran: Treatment of atheists by State and non-State actors’, Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and 

Asylum, 12 June 2017, CISEDB50AD4616 

 ‘The Revival of Nationalism and Secularism in Modern Iran’, LSE Middle East Centre (United 

Kingdom), November 2015, CISEC96CF14725 

 ‘Iran's Other Religion’, Boston Review, 1 June 2003, CX82EDE9415499   

3.3 Political opinion 

3.3.1 Green movement 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.27-28, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.26-28, CIS7B839411226 

 'IRN104338.E - Iran: The Green Movement, including its mandate, structure, leadership, 

activities and treatment of members by authorities; The Green Party (2009-March 2013)', 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 21 March 2013, CIS27383 

 'The Green Movement', Milani, A, United States Institute of Peace Iran Primer, n.d., 

CX303910   

3.3.2 2020-2019 protests 

 ''They shot our children': Killings of minors in Iran's November 2019 protests', Amnesty 

International, 4 March 2020, 20200304114356 

 'Detained Protestors in Iran: Beaten, Tortured, Forced to "Confess"', Center for Human Rights 

in Iran (United States), 10 February 2020, 20200211123555 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.2-4, 20200228105335 
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 'Signposts of Struggle: Iran's Enduring Protest Movement', Danika Newlee, Seth G. Jones and 

Joseph S. Bermudez Jr., Center for Strategic and International Studies, 24 January 2020, 

20200204090708 

 'Iran: Scores injured as security forces use unlawful force to crush protests', Amnesty 

International, 15 January 2020, 20200117095726 

 'Iran’s Chief Justice Warns Protesters as Protests Spread Across the Country', Iran Human 

Rights Monitor, 14 January 2020, 20200115124338 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Judiciary Official says 30 Protesters Arrested Amid Protests after Ukrainian Plane Crash', Iran 

Human Rights Monitor, 14 January 2020, 20200115124142 

 'Iran: Bloody Crackdown on Dissent', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115100833 

 '“They Were Everywhere” Footage, Eyewitnesses Reveal Violence Against Ukraine Plane 

Crash Protesters', Center for Human Rights in Iran, 14 January 2020, 20200115123307 

 'Soleimani’s Popularity Is Largely Limited to Iran', Patrick Clawson, Washington Institute for 

Near East Policy, 6 January 2020, 20200107105236 

 'Thousands arbitrarily detained and at risk of torture in chilling post-protest crackdown', 

Amnesty International, 16 December 2019, 20191217113854 

 'How the regime extinguishes Iran’s “Petroleum Protests”', Lowy Interpreter (The Interpreter), 

26 November 2019, 20191126111542 

 'Where Were the Hotbeds of Protest in Iran?', Ali Ranjipour, IranWire, 23 November 2019, 

20191125115321 

 'Initial Reports Show Thousands Arrested in Iran’s Crackdown on November Protests', Center 

for Human Rights in Iran (United States), 22 November 2019, 20191125081116 

 'Iranian government cuts internet access nationwide amid protests', Committee to Protect 

Journalists (CPJ), New York, 20 November 2019, 20191203110159 

 'Iran: Security Forces Violently Crack Down on Protesters', Human Rights Watch, 19 

November 2019, 20191128083529 

 'Iran protests: A quest for reform turns into widespread discontent', Giorgia Perletta, Atlantic 

Council, 18 November 2019, 20191119085023 

 'Iran’s Protests and the Threat to Domestic Stability', Seth G. Jones and Danika Newlee, 

Center for Strategic and International Studies, 8 November 2019, 20191126083003 

3.3.3 2017-2018 protests 

 ‘Situational Update: Iran: Protests’, COISS, 19 January 2018, CR239EC8112 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.28-31, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.26-27, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Iranians Are Mad as Hell About Their Foreign Policy’, Washington Institute for Near East 

Policy (United States), 2 January 2018, CXBB8A1DA42 
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 ‘22 Killed and Hundreds Arrested as Iran’s Supreme Leader Blames Protests on Foreign 

“Enemies”’, Center for Human Rights in Iran (United States), 3 January 2018, 

CXBB8A1DA104 

3.3.4 February 2020 Parliamentary elections 

 'Iran election results indicate continuing hardline approach to negotiations with the US, no 

domestic policy change', Ege Seckin, Jane's Intelligence Weekly, 25 February 2020, 

20200226092015 

 'What Does the Iranian Election Tell Us?', New York Times, The, 25 February 2020, 

20200227164953 

 'Conservatives make early gains in Iran parliamentary election', Aljazeera, 23 February 2020, 

20200224093446 

 'Iran's Lowest Election Turnout Since Islamic Revolution A Blow To Khamenei, Clerical 

Establishment', Golnaz Esfandiari, Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), 23 February 

2020, 20200226132330 

 'Iran Parliamentary Election Explained: who is Competing, why Does it Matter?', Radio 

Zamaneh (Netherlands), 17 February 2020, 20200218091646 

3.3.5 Expression of dissent via social media 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.31-36, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.25, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.22-27, 20200312093514 

 ‘Freedom on the Net 2019’, Freedom House, 5 November 2019, 20191106110755 

 ‘Human Rights and Democracy 2018 Annual Report (FCO)’, Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office UK, 1 June 2019, p.47, 20191010124553 

3.3.6 Evading military service 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, p.36, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.37-38, CIS7B839411226 

 'Country Policy and Information Note: Iran: Military service', UK Home Office, 25 October 

2016, OGD7C848D84 

 ‘Iran: Political Opposition Groups, Security Forces, Selected Human Rights Issues, Rule of 

Law: COI Compilation’, Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and 

Documentation, 1 July 2015, pp. 210–212, CISEC96CF12768 

 'IRN104809.E - Iran: Military service, including recruitment age, length of service, reasons for 

exemption, the possibility of performing a replacement service and the treatment of people 

who refuse military service by authorities; whether there are sancti', Canadian IRB: 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 28 March 2014, OG61C530211 
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3.4 Particular social group 

3.4.1 Human rights and civil rights defenders 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.28-29, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.16-18, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.24, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.9-10, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Indefensible: Iran’s systematic criminalisation of human rights defenders', Observatory for the 

Protection of Human Rights Defenders, 20 August 2019, 2019083013523 

 'Joint submission to the United Nations Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Iran', International 

Federation fo Human Rights (FIDH), World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) and League 

for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran (LDDHI), World Organisation Against Torture 

(OMCT), 29 March 2019, 20190909103231 

3.4.2 Activists and critics of the state 
Also see ‘2019-2020 protests’ and ‘2017-2018 protests’ 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.27-35, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.25-27, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.16-19 & pp.29-30, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, pp.23-25, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.2-4, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

3.4.3 LGBTI 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.17-19, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.34-37, CIS7B839411226 
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 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.49-51, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity or 

Expression', UK Home Office, 21 June 2019, 20190730141009 

3.4.4 Women 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.19-25, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.32-34, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.39-44, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'Access to Justice for Victims of Sexual Violence in Iran', Iran Human Rights Documentation 

Center, February 2020, 20200303113708 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.10-11, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Adulterers', UK Home Office, 4 October 2019, 

20191009102136 

 'Beyond the Veil: Discrimination against women in Iran', Ceasefire Centre for Civilian Rights, 

Minority Rights Group International and Centre for Supporters of Human Rights, Minority 

Rights Group International (MRG), 16 September 2019, 20191002103655 

 'Country Policy and Information Note: Iran: Honour crimes against women', UK Home Office, 

25 October 2017, OG6E7028861 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Forced marriage', UK Home Office, 12 July 2017, 

OG6E7028834 

3.4.5 Moral crimes including adultery 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.25-26, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.40, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, p.4, p.41, p.45, 20200312093514 
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 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

  ‘Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Adulterers, UK Home Office, October 2019, 

20191009102136 

 'Iran: Relations outside of marriage in Iran and without the accept of the family', Danish 

Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941639 

3.4.6 Tattoos and Westernised appearance 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, p.27, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.33-34, CIS7B839411226 

3.5 State protection 

3.5.1 Police and security forces including the 
Basij 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.36-38, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.44-46, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Actors of protection', UK Home Office, November 

2019, pp.7-15, 20200110110533 

3.5.2 Judiciary 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.38-39, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.46-47 CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.15-16, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.26, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.8-10, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 
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 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Actors of protection', UK Home Office, November 

2019, pp.16-20, 20200110110533 

 'Iran: Judicial issues', Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, 23 February 

2018, CIS7B83941638 

3.5.3 Failed asylum seekers and returnees 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.51-59, 20191108162823 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.39-41, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.49, CIS7B839411226 

 'Iran CI190114141523658 - Involuntary returnees - January 2019 - redacted', Country of 

Origin Information Services Section (COISS), 24 January 2019, 20190124140728 

 

4. Complementary protection 

4.1 Violence, safety and life 

4.1.1 Levels of general violence 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, p.42, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.15, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Iran’, Smart Traveller Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

<https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/destinations/middle-east/iran>  

4.1.2 Torture 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.42-43, 20190909125037 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.51-52, 20191108162823 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.41, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.6-9, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, pp.25-26, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, p.13, 20200228105335 
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4.1.3 Cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.43-44, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.41-43, CIS7B839411226 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, p.13-15, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

4.1.4 Arbitrary arrest and detention 

Also see ‘2020-2019 protests’ and ‘2018-2017 protests’ 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.52-53, 20191108162823 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.45-46, 20190909125037 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.12-14, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Thousands arbitrarily detained and at risk of torture in chilling post-protest crackdown', 

Amnesty International, 16 December 2019, 20191217113854 

4.1.5 Extra-judicial killings and arbitrary 
deprivation of life 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, p.44, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.39-40, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.3-5, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.26, 20200219090219 
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4.2 Imprisonment 

4.2.1 Prison conditions 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, p.54, 20191108162823 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.45-46, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.47, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.9-12, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.16-18, 20200228105335 

 'Shocking Stories of Abuse, Harassment and Humiliation of Female Prisoners in Iran', Shahed 

Alavi, IranWire, 25 January 2020, 20200129125208 

4.2.2 Deaths in custody 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.46-47, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, pp.39-40, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, p.9, 20200312093514 

4.3 Death penalty 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, p.55, 20191108162823 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, p.47, 20190909125037 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 7 June 

2018, p.40, CIS7B839411226 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.26, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, 6-7, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

  ‘2019 Annual Report on Human Rights in Iran’, Human Rights Activists News Agency, 

3 January 2020, 20200106093225 
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 ‘Human Rights and Democracy 2018 Annual Report (FCO)’, Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office UK, 1 June 2019, pp.46-47, 20191010124553 

 'Death Sentences and Executions 2018', Amnesty International, 10 April 2019, pp.34-

3620190411090834 

 'Annual Report on the Death Penalty in Iran 2018', Iran Human Rights, 26 February 2019, 

20190819084803 

4.4 Double jeopardy 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.55-56, 20191108162823 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 9 September 2019, pp.47-48, , 20190909125037 

 'Country Policy and Information Note Iran: Fear of punishment for crimes committed in other 

countries ('Double Jeopardy' or re-prosecution)', UK Home Office, 1 January 2018, 

OG9EF767912 

5. Online resources 

5.1 Foreign-based media with an Iranian 
focus 

 Al-Monitor – Iran Pulse: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/iran-pulse  

 The Guardian – Iran: http://www.theguardian.com/world/iran  

 Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA): https://hra-news.org/en/  

 Iran Press Watch: http://www.iranpresswatch.org/ (collects reports of persecution of Baha’is in 

Iran)  

 IranWire: http://en.iranwire.com/  

 The New York Times – Iran: 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/iran/index.html?ref=top

ics  

 Payvand News: http://payvand.com/news/ 

 Radio Farda – News: https://en.radiofarda.com/z/20682 

 Radio Farda – In Depth: https://en.radiofarda.com/z/20683  

 Radio Zamaneh: http://en.radiozamaneh.com/  

 Rooz Online: http://www.roozonline.com/english.html  

 Trend News Agency – Iran: http://en.trend.az/iran/ 
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5.2 Iranian media 

 Fars News Agency: http://en.farsnews.com/  

 Iran Daily: http://www.iran-daily.com/ 

 Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA): http://www.irna.ir/en/ 

 Iranian Students News Agency (ISNA): http://isna.ir/isna/Default.aspx?Lang=E 

 Press TV: http://www.presstv.ir/ 

 Tasnim News Agency: http://www.tasnimnews.com/en  

 Tehran Times: http://www.tehrantimes.com/ 

5.3 Foreign-based Iranian NGOs 

 Center for Human Rights in Iran (formerly International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran): 

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/ 

 Iran Human Rights: http://iranhr.net/ (primarily includes articles on executions in Iran)  

 Iran Human Rights Documentation Center: http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/ 

5.4 International NGOs with an Iranian 
focus 

 Amnesty International – Iran: https://www.amnesty.org/en/search/?country=38533 

 Article 19 – Azad Tribune: http://www.article19.org/pages/en/azad-tribune.html  

 Baha’i World News Service: http://news.bahai.org/ 

 Human Rights Watch – Iran: http://www.hrw.org/middle-eastn-africa/iran 

 Small Media: http://smallmedia.org.uk/ 

5.5 United Nations 

 UNHCR Refworld – Iran: http://www.refworld.org/country/irn.html 

 UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights – Documents on Iran: 

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage e.aspx?c=86&su=92 

5.6 Data 

 Iran Social Science Data Portal: http://irandataportal.syr.edu/ 

 The World Bank, Data, Islamic Republic of Iran: http://data.worldbank.org/country/iran-

islamicrepublic 
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 UN Data, Islamic Republic of Iran: 

http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=Iran%20(Islamic%20Republic%20of) 
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About this product 

This product provides a compilation of country of origin information (COI) from open source 

documents, which have been uploaded to CISNET. 

If you require further information, please contact the Country of Origin Information Services Section 

(COISS) via email: s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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1. Major Reports 

1.1 Australian government 

1.1.1 DFAT 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, 20200414083132 

1.1.2 COISS products 

 ‘Issues Paper: Iran - Christians in Iran’, COISS, 10 June 2020,  20200610123554 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, 20200507144613  

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.51-59, 20191108162823 

 ‘Situational Update: Iran: Protests’, COISS, 19 January 2018, CR239EC8112 

1.2 Foreign government 

 'United States Commission on International Religious Freedom 2020 Annual Report', United 

States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 28 April 2020, pp.24-25, 

20200429103634 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, 20200312093514 

 ‘Country Background Note: Iran’, UK Home Office, 15 November 2019, 20191126100520 

 ‘Iran 2018 International Religious Freedom Report’, US Department of State, 21 June 2019, 

20190627091702 

 ‘Trafficking in Persons Report 2019’, US Department of State, 20 June 2019, 

20190621103235 

 ‘Human Rights and Democracy 2018 Annual Report (FCO)’, Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office UK, 1 June 2019, 20191010124553 

1.3 Non-government 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, pp.23-26, 20200219090219 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 
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 '2019 Iran Human Rights Monitor Annual Report', Iran Human Rights Monitor (United States), 

06 January 2020, 20200420081401 

 ‘2019 Annual Report on Human Rights in Iran’, Human Rights Activists News Agency, 

3 January 2020, 20200106093225 

 ‘Freedom on the Net 2019’, Freedom House, 5 November 2019, 20191106110755 

 'Iran - COI Compilation', Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and 

Documentation (ACCORD), 1 July 2018, 20190326122102 

 ‘BTI 2018 Country Report – Iran’, Bertelsmann Stiftung, 1 January 2018, 20190906103646 

1.4   United Nations 

 'Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of 

Iran - January 2019', United Nations Human Rights Council, 30 January 2019, 

20190305091503 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, 20200228105335 

 ‘Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Secretary-General’, 

United Nations General Assembly, 2 August 2019, 20190927104455 

 ‘Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran’, United Nations General 

Assembly, 18 July 2019, 20190819104518 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran - February 2019', United Nations 

Human Rights Council, 8 February 2019, 20190405133750 

2. Background Country Information 

2.1 Maps 

 ‘Iran Country Profile’, US Central Intelligence Agency, 2009 

 ‘Islamic Republic of Iran’, UN Cartographic Section, January 2004 

 Please see the University of Texas Perry Castañeda Library Map Collection website for more 

maps of Iran, including country maps, city map, thematic maps and historical maps. This can 

be found at the following link: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/iran.html 

2.2 Key legislation 

 'Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran 1979 - WIPO Entry', World Intellectual Property 

Organisation, 16 May 2019, 20190516150356 
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 ‘Criminal Code of Procedure for Public and Revolutionary Courts (Approved on September 19 

1999 with amendments)’, Translated by Iran Human Rights Documentation Center, CIS25100 

 ‘Amendments to the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Code of Criminal Procedure – Part 1’, Iran 

Human Rights Documentation Center (United States), 22 June 2015, CISEC96CF13022 

 ‘Amendments to the Islamic Republic of Iran’s New Code of Criminal Procedure – Part 2’, Iran 

Human Rights Documentation Center (United States), 12 February 2016, CIS38A8012230 

 ‘IHRDC Translation of the New Islamic Penal Code of the Islamic Republic of Iran – Books 

One and Two’, Iran Human Rights Documentation Center (United States), 8 April 2014, 

CIS27755 

 ‘IHRDC Translation of the Islamic Penal Code of the Islamic Republic of Iran – Book Five’, 

Iran Human Rights Documentation Center (United States), 18 July 2013, CIS25936 

 ‘Nationality Law’, Princeton University Iran Data Portal (United States), 17 July 2013, 

CIS29471 

 ‘The Civil Code of the Islamic Republic of Iran (as amended)’, Alavi and Associates (United 

States), n.d., CIS17938 

 ‘The Anti Narcotics Law of the Islamic Republic of Iran—as amended on 8 November 1997 by 

the Expediency Council’, UN Office on Drugs and Crime, CIS22457 

2.3 Economy 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.11-14, 20200414083132 

 'BTI 2020 Country Report Iran', Bertelsmann Stiftung, 29 April 2020, 20200429140415 

 'The World Factbook: Iran (updated 8 January 2020)', Central Intelligence Agency, 8 January 

2020, 20200117160823 

2.4 Health care 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.15-17, 20200414083132 

 'Economic Sanctions and Iran's capacity to respond to COVID-19', The Lancet, 6 April 2020, 

20200409121247 

 ‘The Untold Story of How Iran Botched the Coronavirus Pandemic’, Foreign Policy, 24 March 2020, 

20200424130532 

 ‘Poor Health Facilities is the Main Cause of High Coronavirus Casualties in Iran', Shahed Alavi, 

IranWire, 12 March 2020, 20200312141215 

 'Human Rights Dimensions of COVID-19 Response', Human Rights Watch, 19 March 2020, 

20200320100020 
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 '“Maximum Pressure” US Economic Sanctions Harm Iranians’ Right to Health', Human Rights 

Watch (HRW), 30 October 2019, 20191030091324 

For the latest COVID-19 statistics for Iran, please see the John Hopkins Coronavirus Resource 

Centre website  

2.5 Security situation 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.21-22, 20200414083132 

 ‘Iran’, Smart Traveller Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

<https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/destinations/middle-east/iran>  

2.6 Nationality 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.23-24, 20200414083132 

 'Country Position Paper: Statelessness in Iran', European Network on Statelessness, Institute 

on Statelessness and Inclusion, November 2019, 20191216165430 

2.7 Documentation 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.71-73, 20200414083132 

 'Reciprocity Schedule - Iran', US Department of State, Undated (accessed 28 January 2020), 

20200128125307 

 'Iran Imposes Discriminatory Forms For New National ID Cards', Radio Free Europe / Radio 

Liberty, 27 January 2020, 20200128120714 

 ‘Country Background Note: Iran’, UK Home Office, 15 November 2019, pp.14-15, 

20191126100520 

 'Issuance procedures of the Iranian passport in Iran and abroad', Danish National ID Centre, 

16 October 2018, 20190502101001 

 'IRN105037.E - Iran: The new format of the shenasnameh (birth certificate), including physical 

characteristics, security features, and period of validity; application procedures and 

requirements; whether citizens are required to replace their shenasnameh with the newer 

version (2012-January 2015)', Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 16 January 2015, 

OGFDFC61A9 

 'IRN105036.E - Iran: The National Smart Card, including the issuing agency, the requirements 

to obtain the card, areas where the card is being issued, card format, information and uses; 

requirements to renew the National Identity Card before expiration and problems associated 

with having an expired identity card; whether the National Smart Card is being issued in 

conjunction with a new format of the Shenasnameh [birth certificate]', Immigration and 

Refugee Board of Canada, 16 January 2015, OGFDFC61A10 
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 'IRN104592.E - Iran: The National Identity Card, including requirements and procedures to 

obtain the card within the country as well as from abroad; whether the card has replaced the 

shenasnameh; whether fraudulent cards exist (2012-September 2013)', Immigration and 

Refugee Board of Canada, 24 September 2013, CIS27381 

 'IRN101296.E - Iran: The shenasnameh, including application and reissuance procedure, 

physical characteristics, security features, period of validity, meaning of inscriptions, 

significance of identification number and difference between the shenasnameh and the 

national identification card (2006)', Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 5 June 2006, 

OGF10222E72 

 'Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, 

ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, etc.', Danish Immigration Service, Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 April 2009, CIS17329 

2.8 Entry and Exit Procedures 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.69-70, 20200414083132 

 'IRN200128.E - Iran: Exit and entry procedures at airports and land borders, particularly at the 

Imam Khomeini International Airport; whether authorities alert border officials of individuals 

they are looking for; incidence of bribery of Iranian border officials to facilitate departure; the 

punishment for border officers caught taking bribes (2017-February 2020)', Immigration and 

Refugee Board of Canada, 10 March 2020, 20200402124242 

 'Iran - Release on temporary bail, court documents, exit from Iran - EASO COI query 

response', European Asylum Support Office, 21 April 2020, 20200423095708 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Illegal exit', UK Home Office, February 2019, 

20190301152539 

 'IRN104624.E - Iran: Exit and entry procedures at airports and land borders, particularly at the 

Imam Khomeini International airport; whether authorities alert border officials of individuals 

they are looking for; incidence of bribery of Iranian border officials to facilitate departure; the 

punishment for border officers caught taking such bribes (2009-October 2013)', Immigration 

and Refugee Board of Canada, 21 October 2013, CIS27380 

 'Iran: On Conversion to Christianity, Issues concerning Kurds and Post-2009 Election 

Protestors as well as Legal Issues and Exit Procedures', Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo 

and Danish Immigration Service, February 2013, pp.67-77, CIS25114  

 'Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, 

ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, etc.', Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration 

Service, April 2009, pp.35-41, CIS17329  
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3. Common claims 

3.1 Race 

3.1.1 Arabs 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.1-6, 20200507144613  

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.24-25, 20200414083132 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Ahwazis and Ahwazi political groups', UK Home 

Office, 9 June 2018, OG9EF767925 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, p.48, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Sweden sentences Iraqi man of spying for Iran', David Keyton, Associated Press (AP), 20 

December 2019, 20191223095516 

 'Sweden jails man for spying on Ahwazi community for Iran', Reuters, 20 December 2019, 

20191223151624 

 'Iran: Issues concerning persons of ethnic minorities, Kurds and Ahwazi Arabs', Danish 

Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941872 

3.1.2 Kurds (including Faili Kurds) 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.6-11, 20200507144613  

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.26-28, 20200414083132 

 ‘DFAT Thematic Report: Faili Kurds in Iran and Iraq’, Department of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade, 3 December 2014, CIS2F827D91722 

 'BTI 2020 Country Report Iran', Bertelsmann Stiftung, 29 April 2020, 20200429140415 

 'Iranian Kurds: Consequences of political activities in Iran and KRI', Danish Immigration 

Service, 7 February 2020, 20200210101317 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.47-48, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 
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 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran - Kurds and Kurdish Political Groups', UK Home 

Office, 30 January 2019, 20190215113243 

 'Iran: Issues concerning persons of ethnic minorities, Kurds and Ahwazi Arabs', Danish 

Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941872 

 'Iranian Kurds: On Conditions for Iranian Kurdish Parties in Iran and KRI, Activities in the 

Kurdish Area of Iran, Conditions in Border Area and Situation of Returnees from KRI to Iran', 

Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, September 2013, CIS26587 

 'Iran: On Conversion to Christianity, Issues concerning Kurds and Post-2009 Election 

Protestors as well as Legal Issues and Exit Procedures', Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo 

and Danish Immigration Service, Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo and Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 February 2013, CIS25114 

 'Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, 

ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, etc.', Danish Immigration Service, Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 April 2009, CIS17329 

3.2 Religion  

3.2.1 Baha’is 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.11-14, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.34-35, 20200414083132 

 'BTI 2020 Country Report Iran', Bertelsmann Stiftung, 29 April 2020, 20200429140415 

 'Baha'i Leader: Iran Keeping Up to 100 Baha'is in Prisons Under Virus Threat', Voice of America 

(VOA), 14 April 2020, 20200420173644 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, p.6, p.19 & p.28, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.11-12, 20200228105335 

 'Iran: New ID card rule highlights plight of Baha'i', Deutsche Welle, 25 January 2020, 

20200128120940 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Iran Policy Brief: Increased Persecution of Iran’s Baha’i Community in 2019', United States 

Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 11 October 2019, 

20191120145907 

 'United States Commission on International Religious Freedom Annual Report 2019', United 

States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 29 April 2019, p.53, 

20190508143726 
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 'Iran: The situation of the Baha'i community', Landinfo, 12 August 2016, CIS38A80124833 

 

3.2.2 Christians, including Christian converts 

 ‘Issues Paper: Iran - Christians in Iran’, COISS, 10 June 2020,  20200610123554 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.14-20, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.30, 20200414083132 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Christians and Christian converts', UK Home 

Office, 27 February 2020, 20200228081848 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Iran: House Churches and Converts', Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration 

Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941873 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'Iran: The reality for Christians - Considerations for immigration officials, government agencies 

and advocates of Iranian Christians', Open Doors, 1 August 2019, 20190911105038 

 'United States Commission on International Religious Freedom Annual Report 2019', United 

States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), 29 April 2019, p.54, 

20190508143726 

 'Iran: House Churches and Converts', Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration 

Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941873 

 'Iran: Christian converts and house churches (2) - arrests and prosecutions', Landinfo, 29 

November 2017, CISEDB50AD8641 

 'Iran: Christian converts and house churches (1) - prevalence and conditions for religious 

practise', Landinfo, 27 November 2017, CISEDB50AD8640 

 'Update on the Situation for Christian Converts in Iran', Danish Immigration Service, June 

2014, CIS28931 

 'Iran: On Conversion to Christianity, Issues concerning Kurds and Post-2009 Election 

Protestors as well as Legal Issues and Exit Procedures', Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo 

and Danish Immigration Service, Danish Refugee Council, Landinfo and Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 February 2013, CIS25114 

 'Human Rights Situation for Minorities, Women and Converts, and Entry and Exit Procedures, 

ID Cards, Summons and Reporting, etc.', Danish Immigration Service, Danish Immigration 

Service, 1 April 2009, CIS17329 

3.2.3 Non-practicing Muslims and atheists 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.20-21, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.36, 20200414083132 
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 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'Iran - Failing On All Fronts', Amnesty International, 30 June 2019, 20190704101420 

 ‘Iran: Treatment of atheists by State and non-State actors’, Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and 

Asylum, 12 June 2017, CISEDB50AD4616 

 ‘The Revival of Nationalism and Secularism in Modern Iran’, LSE Middle East Centre (United 

Kingdom), November 2015, CISEC96CF14725 

 ‘Iran's Other Religion’, Boston Review, 1 June 2003, CX82EDE9415499   

3.3 Political opinion 

3.3.1 Green movement 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, p.38, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.40-41, 20200414083132 

 'IRN104338.E - Iran: The Green Movement, including its mandate, structure, leadership, 

activities and treatment of members by authorities; The Green Party (2009-March 2013)', 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 21 March 2013, CIS27383 

 'The Green Movement', Milani, A, United States Institute of Peace Iran Primer, n.d., 

CX303910   

3.3.2 2020-2019 protests 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.44-45, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.39-40, 20200414083132 

 ''They shot our children': Killings of minors in Iran's November 2019 protests', Amnesty 

International, 4 March 2020, 20200304114356 

 ‘Three November Protestors Sentenced to Death’, Radio Farda, 23 February 2020, 

20200515082835 

 'Detained Protestors in Iran: Beaten, Tortured, Forced to "Confess"', Center for Human Rights 

in Iran (United States), 10 February 2020, 20200211123555 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.2-4, 20200228105335 

 'Signposts of Struggle: Iran's Enduring Protest Movement', Danika Newlee, Seth G. Jones and 

Joseph S. Bermudez Jr., Center for Strategic and International Studies, 24 January 2020, 

20200204090708 

 'Iran: Scores injured as security forces use unlawful force to crush protests', Amnesty 

International, 15 January 2020, 20200117095726 
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 'Iran’s Chief Justice Warns Protesters as Protests Spread Across the Country', Iran Human 

Rights Monitor, 14 January 2020, 20200115124338 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Judiciary Official says 30 Protesters Arrested Amid Protests after Ukrainian Plane Crash', Iran 

Human Rights Monitor, 14 January 2020, 20200115124142 

 'Iran: Bloody Crackdown on Dissent', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115100833 

 '“They Were Everywhere” Footage, Eyewitnesses Reveal Violence Against Ukraine Plane 

Crash Protesters', Center for Human Rights in Iran, 14 January 2020, 20200115123307 

 'Soleimani’s Popularity Is Largely Limited to Iran', Patrick Clawson, Washington Institute for 

Near East Policy, 6 January 2020, 20200107105236 

 'Thousands arbitrarily detained and at risk of torture in chilling post-protest crackdown', 

Amnesty International, 16 December 2019, 20191217113854 

 'How the regime extinguishes Iran’s “Petroleum Protests”', Lowy Interpreter (The Interpreter), 

26 November 2019, 20191126111542 

 'Where Were the Hotbeds of Protest in Iran?', Ali Ranjipour, IranWire, 23 November 2019, 

20191125115321 

 'Initial Reports Show Thousands Arrested in Iran’s Crackdown on November Protests', Center 

for Human Rights in Iran (United States), 22 November 2019, 20191125081116 

 'Iranian government cuts internet access nationwide amid protests', Committee to Protect 

Journalists (CPJ), New York, 20 November 2019, 20191203110159 

 'Iran: Security Forces Violently Crack Down on Protesters', Human Rights Watch, 19 

November 2019, 20191128083529 

 'Iran protests: A quest for reform turns into widespread discontent', Giorgia Perletta, Atlantic 

Council, 18 November 2019, 20191119085023 

 'Iran’s Protests and the Threat to Domestic Stability', Seth G. Jones and Danika Newlee, 

Center for Strategic and International Studies, 8 November 2019, 20191126083003 

3.3.3 2017-2018 protests 

 ‘Situational Update: Iran: Protests’, COISS, 19 January 2018, CR239EC8112 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.38-41, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.39, 20200414083132 

 ‘The Islamic Republic of Iran Four Decades on - The 2017-18 Protests amid a triple 

crisis', The Brookings Institution, 28 April 2020, 20200428133517 

 '‘Iranians Are Mad as Hell About Their Foreign Policy’, Washington Institute for Near East 

Policy (United States), 2 January 2018, CXBB8A1DA42 

 ‘22 Killed and Hundreds Arrested as Iran’s Supreme Leader Blames Protests on Foreign 

“Enemies”’, Center for Human Rights in Iran (United States), 3 January 2018, 

CXBB8A1DA104 
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3.3.4 February 2020 Parliamentary elections 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.45-46, 20200507144613   

 'Iran election results indicate continuing hardline approach to negotiations with the US, no 

domestic policy change', Ege Seckin, Jane's Intelligence Weekly, 25 February 2020, 

20200226092015 

 'What Does the Iranian Election Tell Us?', New York Times, The, 25 February 2020, 

20200227164953 

 'Conservatives make early gains in Iran parliamentary election', Aljazeera, 23 February 2020, 

20200224093446 

 'Iran's Lowest Election Turnout Since Islamic Revolution A Blow To Khamenei, Clerical 

Establishment', Golnaz Esfandiari, Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), 23 February 

2020, 20200226132330 

 'Iran Parliamentary Election Explained: who is Competing, why Does it Matter?', Radio 

Zamaneh (Netherlands), 17 February 2020, 20200218091646 

3.3.5 Expression of dissent via social media 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.46-49, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.43-46, 20200414083132 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.22-27, 20200312093514 

 ‘Freedom on the Net 2019’, Freedom House, 5 November 2019, 20191106110755 

 ‘Human Rights and Democracy 2018 Annual Report (FCO)’, Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office UK, 1 June 2019, p.47, 20191010124553 

3.3.6 Evading military service 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.50-51, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.55-56, 20200414083132 

 ‘Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Military Service, UK Home Office, April 2020, 

20200407123556 

 ‘Iran: Political Opposition Groups, Security Forces, Selected Human Rights Issues, Rule of 

Law: COI Compilation’, Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and 

Documentation, 1 July 2015, pp. 210–212, CISEC96CF12768 

 'IRN104809.E - Iran: Military service, including recruitment age, length of service, reasons for 

exemption, the possibility of performing a replacement service and the treatment of people 

who refuse military service by authorities; whether there are sancti', Canadian IRB: 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 28 March 2014, OG61C530211 
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3.4 Particular social group 

3.4.1 Human rights and civil rights defenders 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.24-26, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.41-42, 20200414083132 

 'BTI 2020 Country Report Iran', Bertelsmann Stiftung, 29 April 2020, 20200429140415 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.16-18, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.24, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.9-10, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Indefensible: Iran’s systematic criminalisation of human rights defenders', Observatory for the 

Protection of Human Rights Defenders, 20 August 2019, 2019083013523 

 'Joint submission to the United Nations Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Iran', International 

Federation fo Human Rights (FIDH), World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) and League 

for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran (LDDHI), World Organisation Against Torture 

(OMCT), 29 March 2019, 20190909103231 

3.4.2 Activists and critics of the state 
Also see ‘2019-2020 protests’ and ‘2017-2018 protests’ 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.21-24, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.39-40, 20200414083132 

 'BTI 2020 Country Report Iran', Bertelsmann Stiftung, 29 April 2020, 20200429140415 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.16-19 & pp.29-30, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, pp.23-25, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.2-4, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 
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3.4.3 LGBTI 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.24-,26 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.52-55, 20200414083132 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.49-51, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran - Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity or 

Expression', UK Home Office, 21 June 2019, 20190730141009 

3.4.4 Women 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.26-34 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.46-50, 20200414083132 

 'BTI 2020 Country Report Iran', Bertelsmann Stiftung, 29 April 2020, 20200429140415 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.39-44, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.25, 20200219090219 

 'Access to Justice for Victims of Sexual Violence in Iran', Iran Human Rights Documentation 

Center, February 2020, 20200303113708 

 'IRN200129.E - Iran: Dress codes, including enforcement (2016-February 2020)', Immigration 

and Refugee Board of Canada, 21 February 2020, 20200316121334 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.10-11, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Adulterers', UK Home Office, 4 October 2019, 

20191009102136 

 'Beyond the Veil: Discrimination against women in Iran', Ceasefire Centre for Civilian Rights, 

Minority Rights Group International and Centre for Supporters of Human Rights, Minority 

Rights Group International (MRG), 16 September 2019, 20191002103655 

 'Country Policy and Information Note: Iran: Honour crimes against women', UK Home Office, 

25 October 2017, OG6E7028861 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Forced marriage', UK Home Office, 12 July 2017, 

OG6E7028834 
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3.4.5 Moral crimes including adultery 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.34-37, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.51-52, 20200414083132 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, p.4, p.41, p.45, 20200312093514 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

  ‘Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Adulterers, UK Home Office, October 2019, 

20191009102136 

 'Iran: Relations outside of marriage in Iran and without the accept of the family', Danish 

Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, 23 February 2018, CIS7B83941639 

3.4.6 Tattoos and Westernised appearance 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, p.37, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.50-51,, 20200414083132 

3.5 State protection 

3.5.1 Police and security forces including the 
Basij 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.51-53, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.65-66, 20200414083132 

 'BTI 2020 Country Report Iran', Bertelsmann Stiftung, 29 April 2020, 20200429140415 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Actors of protection', UK Home Office, November 

2019, pp.7-15, 20200110110533 

3.5.2 Judiciary 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.53-54, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.66-67, 20200414083132 

 'BTI 2020 Country Report Iran', Bertelsmann Stiftung, 29 April 2020, 20200429140415 
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 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.15-16, 20200312093514 

 'IRN200132.E - Iran: The Revolutionary Court system, including procedures and documents 

issues by the courts (2017-March 2020)', Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 10 

March 2020, 20200402124753 

 'IRN200131.E - Iran: Court summonses and arrest warrants, including issuance procedures; 

description of the documents, including security features; whether copies can be obtained 

from outside the country or by a third party; prevalence of fraudulent court documents (2017-

March 2020)', Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 13 March 2020, 20200402125418 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.26, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.8-10, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Country Policy and Information Note - Iran: Actors of protection', UK Home Office, November 

2019, pp.16-20, 20200110110533 

 'Iran: Judicial issues', Danish Refugee Council and Danish Immigration Service, 23 February 

2018, CIS7B83941638 

3.5.3 Failed asylum seekers and returnees 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.55-58, 20200507144613   

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.51-59, 20191108162823 

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.70, 20200414083132 

 'IRN200133.E - Iran: Treatment by Iranian authorities of failed refugee claimants and family 

members of persons who have left Iran and claimed refugee status (2017-February 2020)', 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 9 March 2020, 20200402123733 

 'Iran CI190114141523658 - Involuntary returnees - January 2019 - redacted', Country of 

Origin Information Services Section (COISS), 24 January 2019, 20190124140728 

 

4. Complementary protection 

4.1 Violence, safety and life 

4.1.1 Levels of general violence 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.59-60, 20200507144613   
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 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.21-22, 20200414083132 

  ‘Iran’, Smart Traveller Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

<https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/destinations/middle-east/iran>  

4.1.2 Torture 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.60-62, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.61-62, 20200414083132 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.51-52, 20191108162823 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.6-9, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, pp.25-26, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, p.13, 20200228105335 

4.1.3 Cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.61-62, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.62, 20200414083132 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, p.13-15, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

4.1.4 Arbitrary arrest and detention 

Also see ‘2020-2019 protests’ and ‘2018-2017 protests’ 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.63-64, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.62-63, 20200414083132 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.52-53, 20191108162823 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.12-14, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 
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 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

 'Thousands arbitrarily detained and at risk of torture in chilling post-protest crackdown', 

Amnesty International, 16 December 2019, 20191217113854 

4.1.5 Extra-judicial killings and arbitrary 
deprivation of life 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.8-9, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.59, 20200414083132 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.3-5, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.26, 20200219090219 

4.2 Imprisonment 

4.2.1 Prison conditions 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.62-63, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.68, 20200414083132 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, p.54, 20191108162823 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, pp.9-12, 20200312093514 

 'Freedom in the World 2020 - Iran', Freedom House, 4 March 2020, 20200306093523 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, pp.16-18, 20200228105335 

 'Shocking Stories of Abuse, Harassment and Humiliation of Female Prisoners in Iran', Shahed 

Alavi, IranWire, 25 January 2020, 20200129125208 

4.2.2 Deaths in custody 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, p.64, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.60, 20200414083132 

  ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, p.9, 20200312093514 

4.3 Death penalty 
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 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.64-65, 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, pp.60-61, 20200414083132 

 'Death sentences and executions 2019 ', Amnesty International, 21 April 2020, 

20200422083142 

 ‘Annual Report on the Death Penalty in Iran 2019', Iran Human Rights, 1 April 2020, 

20200402073515 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, p.55, 20191108162823 

 ‘Country Report on Human Rights Practices 2019 – Iran’, US Department of State, 11 March 

2020, 20200312093514 

 'Human Rights In The Middle East And North Africa Review Of 2019', Amnesty International, 

18 February 2020, p.26, 20200219090219 

 'Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran', United Nations General 

Assembly, 28 January 2020, 6-7, 20200228105335 

 'World Report 2020. Events of 2019', Human Rights Watch, 14 January 2020, 

20200115082903 

  ‘2019 Annual Report on Human Rights in Iran’, Human Rights Activists News Agency, 

3 January 2020, 20200106093225 

 ‘Human Rights and Democracy 2018 Annual Report (FCO)’, Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office UK, 1 June 2019, pp.46-47, 20191010124553 

 'Death Sentences and Executions 2018', Amnesty International, 10 April 2019, pp.34-

3620190411090834 

 'Annual Report on the Death Penalty in Iran 2018', Iran Human Rights, 26 February 2019, 

20190819084803 

4.4 Double jeopardy 

 ‘Common Claims: Iran’, COISS, 7 May 2020, pp.65-66 20200507144613   

 ‘DFAT Country Information Report: Iran’, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 14 April 

2020, p.67, 20200414083132 

 ‘Pre-Removal Clearance’, COISS, 8 December 2019, pp.55-56, 20191108162823 

 'Country Policy and Information Note Iran: Fear of punishment for crimes committed in other 

countries ('Double Jeopardy' or re-prosecution)', UK Home Office, 1 January 2018, 

OG9EF767912 
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5. Online resources 

5.1 Foreign-based media with an Iranian 
focus 

 Al-Monitor – Iran Pulse: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/iran-pulse  

 The Guardian – Iran: http://www.theguardian.com/world/iran  

 Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA): https://hra-news.org/en/  

 Iran Press Watch: http://www.iranpresswatch.org/ (collects reports of persecution of Baha’is in 

Iran)  

 IranWire: http://en.iranwire.com/  

 The New York Times – Iran: 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/iran/index.html?ref=top

ics  

 Payvand News: http://payvand.com/news/ 

 Radio Farda – News: https://en.radiofarda.com/z/20682 

 Radio Farda – In Depth: https://en.radiofarda.com/z/20683  

 Radio Zamaneh: http://en.radiozamaneh.com/  

 Rooz Online: http://www.roozonline.com/english.html  

 Trend News Agency – Iran: http://en.trend.az/iran/ 

5.2 Iranian media 

 Fars News Agency: http://en.farsnews.com/  

 Iran Daily: http://www.iran-daily.com/ 

 Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA): http://www.irna.ir/en/ 

 Iranian Students News Agency (ISNA): http://isna.ir/isna/Default.aspx?Lang=E 

 Press TV: http://www.presstv.ir/ 

 Tasnim News Agency: http://www.tasnimnews.com/en  

 Tehran Times: http://www.tehrantimes.com/ 

5.3 Foreign-based Iranian NGOs 

 Center for Human Rights in Iran (formerly International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran): 

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/ 

 Iran Human Rights: http://iranhr.net/ (primarily includes articles on executions in Iran)  
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 Iran Human Rights Documentation Center: http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/ 

5.4 International NGOs with an Iranian 
focus 

 Amnesty International – Iran: https://www.amnesty.org/en/search/?country=38533 

 Article 19 – Azad Tribune: http://www.article19.org/pages/en/azad-tribune.html  

 Baha’i World News Service: http://news.bahai.org/ 

 Human Rights Watch – Iran: http://www.hrw.org/middle-eastn-africa/iran 

 Small Media: http://smallmedia.org.uk/ 

5.5 United Nations 

 UNHCR Refworld – Iran: http://www.refworld.org/country/irn.html 

 UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights – Documents on Iran: 

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage e.aspx?c=86&su=92 

5.6 Data 

 Iran Social Science Data Portal: http://irandataportal.syr.edu/ 

 The World Bank, Data, Islamic Republic of Iran: http://data.worldbank.org/country/iran-

islamicrepublic 

 UN Data, Islamic Republic of Iran: 

http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=Iran%20(Islamic%20Republic%20of) 
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