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Improving Risk Assessment of Immigration Detainees 
(Interview) 

INFORMATION SHEET 

Who is 

conducting the 
research 

Professor  
 

Griffith Criminology Institute 
Griffith University, Mt Gravatt Campus 

@griffith.edu.au 

Dr  
 

Griffith Criminology Institute 
Griffith University, Mt Gravatt Campus 

@grffith.edu.au 

Ms  
 

Griffith Criminology Institute 
Griffith University, Mt Gravatt Campus 

@griffith.edu.au

Mr  
 

Griffith Criminology Institute 
Griffith University, Gold Coast Campus 

@griffith.edu.au

Why is the research being conducted? 

The Griffith Criminology Institute (Griffith University) in partnership with the Australian Border Force 
(ABF) are exploring ways to improve the assessment and management of immigration detainees in 
custody, including assessing the validity of the Security Risk Assessment Tool (SRAT). 

What participants will be asked to do 

Participation in this project will involve an interview of approximately 45-60 minutes in duration. The 
interview will include questions regarding the participants’ perceptions regarding key areas of risk in the 
detention facilities, health and social problems of detainees, and the interactions between detainees and 
between detainees and staff. 

The basis by which participants will be selected 

Participants selected for this project are key stakeholders identified as having a significant role in the 
assessment and management of immigration detainees in custody. Participants for this research may include 
key stakeholders from: 
• Australian Border Force
• SERCO
• International Health and Medical Services

Participants of this research are required to be 18 years old and over. 
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The expected benefits of the research 
  

This project will contribute to:  
 Better understanding of the concept of risk in Australian immigration detention centres; 

 Identify possible factors (e.g. individual, system, social) that could be used to predict risk at 
immigration detention centres; 

 Assess the appropriateness of the psychometric properties of risk assessment tools currently used 
on detainees within Australian immigration detention facilities; and 

 Improving the assessment and management of immigration detainees. 
 

Risks to participants 
  

There are no foreseeable risks associated with this research beyond the participant's normal everyday 
activities 

 
Participant confidentiality 
  

Audio recordings will initially be collected in a form identifiable to the research team, before being de-
identified during transcription., ensuring anonymity of participants. All data will be stored on a secure server 
with access restricted to the research team and retained for the mandated retention period (5 years). 
 
Results will be published in a de-identified form. Even though efforts will be made to de-identify participants, 
it may still be possible for persons known to participants (e.g. colleagues) to infer the identities of participants 
due to their awareness of teams working in this field and their composition 
 

Participation is voluntary 
 

Participation in this project is completely voluntary. Participants may withdraw from the study at any time. 
Participation in this project will in no way impact upon any relationships with the organisation which 
participants are associated with. 
 

Questions / further information 
 

If you have any questions or require further information regarding this project please feel free to contact:  
 
Prof  

 
Griffith Criminology Institute 
Griffith University, Mt Gravatt Campus 

@griffith.edu.au 

 

The ethical conduct of this project 
 

Griffith University conducts its research in accordance with the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in 
Human Research (2007). 
 
If potential participants have any concerns or complaints about the ethical conduct of the research project 
they should contact the Manager, Research Ethics on  or @griffith.edu.au. 
Please quote the ethics reference number: 2018/952. 
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Feedback to participants 
 

Participants are encouraged to contact ABF if they would like to receive a summary of the project’s findings. 
The project’s findings may also be published in the form of a report and/or journal article publications.  
 

Audio recording of participants 
 

Participants will be subject to audio recording during their interview unless they do not consent. Audio 
recordings will be erased after transcribing. In the period before audio files are transcribed, the audio data 
will be stored on a secure server with access restricted to the research team.   

 
Privacy Statement – non disclosure 
 

The conduct of this research involves the collection, access and/or use of your identified personal 
information. The information collected is confidential and will not be disclosed to third parties without your 
consent, except to meet government, legal or other regulatory authority requirements.   A de-identified copy 
of this data may be used for other research purposes.   However, your anonymity will at all times be 
safeguarded. For further information consult the University’s Privacy Plan at 
http://www.griffith.edu.au/about-griffith/plans-publications/griffith-university-privacy-plan or telephone 

.” 
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TAX INVOICE 

ABN :       78 106 094 461

ATTENTION: 
Department of Home Affairs
PO Box 25
Belconnen ACT 2616
Australia

Customer No: 2129175

Invoice No: 3000141486

Invoice Date: 28/02/2020

FINANCE
UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION
Griffith University
170 Kessels Road, Nathan, QLD 4111
Australia
Phone 61 7 3735 7701
Fax 61 7 3735 3738
fin-acctsreceivable@griffith.edu.au

LINE NO DETAILS   GST EXCL 
AMOUNT

GST AMOUNT GST INC 
AMOUNT

1  
Title: Improving Risk Assessment of Immigration Detainees

 

Delivery of Final Report (  

DUE DATE :  29/03/2020 Total (AUD)

REMITTANCE ADVICE
Payment options are listed below.
Please quote invoice when making payment.
Email payment details to
remitadv@griffith.edu.au

INVOICE DATE: 28/02/2020 
INVOICE NUMBER: 3000141486
NAME: Department of Home Affairs

CUSTOMER NO: 2129175

AMOUNT DUE

By Electronic Funds Transfer

Please Quote Customer Number and Invoice Number
and email payment details to remitadv@griffith.edu.au

Biller Code: 29264 
Ref: 212 917 530 001 414 860 
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TAX INVOICE 

ABN :       78 106 094 461

ATTENTION: 
Department of Home Affairs
PO Box 25
Belconnen ACT 2616
Australia

Customer No: 2129175

Invoice No: 3000139031

Invoice Date: 11/10/2019

FINANCE
UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION
Griffith University
170 Kessels Road, Nathan, QLD 4111
Australia
Phone 61 7 3735 7701
Fax 61 7 3735 3738
fin-acctsreceivable@griffith.edu.au

LINE NO DETAILS   GST EXCL 
AMOUNT

GST AMOUNT GST INC 
AMOUNT

1  
Title: Improving Risk Assessment of Immigration Detainees

 

Completion of Aim 3 (  

Total (AUD)

REMITTANCE ADVICE
Payment options are listed below.
Please quote invoice when making payment.
Email payment details to
remitadv@griffith.edu.au

INVOICE DATE: 11/10/2019 
INVOICE NUMBER: 3000139031
NAME: Department of Home Affairs

CUSTOMER NO: 2129175

AMOUNT DUE

By Electronic Funds Transfer

Please Quote Customer Number and Invoice Number
and email payment details to remitadv@griffith.edu.au

Biller Code: 29264 
Ref: 212 917 530 001 390 318 
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TAX INVOICE 

ABN :       78 106 094 461

ATTENTION: 
Department of Home Affairs
PO Box 25
Belconnen ACT 2616
Australia

Customer No: 2129175

Invoice No: 3000139007

Invoice Date: 10/10/2019

FINANCE
UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION
Griffith University
170 Kessels Road, Nathan, QLD 4111
Australia
Phone 61 7 3735 7701
Fax 61 7 3735 3738
fin-acctsreceivable@griffith.edu.au
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AMOUNT

GST AMOUNT GST INC 
AMOUNT

1  
Title: Improving Risk Assessment of Immigration Detainees

 

Completion of Aim 1 (  

Total (AUD)

REMITTANCE ADVICE
Payment options are listed below.
Please quote invoice when making payment.
Email payment details to
remitadv@griffith.edu.au

INVOICE DATE: 10/10/2019 
INVOICE NUMBER: 3000139007
NAME: Department of Home Affairs

CUSTOMER NO: 2129175

AMOUNT DUE

By Electronic Funds Transfer

Please Quote Customer Number and Invoice Number
and email payment details to remitadv@griffith.edu.au

Biller Code: 29264 
Ref: 212 917 530 001 390 078 
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Griffith University: Improving Risk 
Assessment for Immigration Detainees 
Key Findings for Discussion 

Background 

The Australian Border Force (ABF) are responsible for assuring the safety of detainees and mitigating risk 
within the immigration detention environment. In 2018, the ABF invited Griffith University to undertake a 
project (the Project) targeted at improving the risk assessment process for immigration detainees.  

Interviews were conducted with 21 representatives from three (3) key stakeholder groups engaged in the 
IDN. This comprised 18 ABF employees, two (2) Serco employees and one (1) International Health and 
Medical Services (IHMS) employee.  

In late 2019, Griffith University provided its final report (the Report) to the ABF.  

Key Findings 
1. 

2. 

3. 
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