












































              

 

To enable this transfer to take place, a rack builder tube robot incorporated in the Goods (under 
instruction from the system software) is used to remove the sample tubes from the  tube 
carriers and place them in the Analyser specific tube racks. Once the transfer has been conducted 
by the rack builder tube robot, the sample tubes (now contained in Analyser specific racks) are 
moved to Buffer Racks located in the Goods where they will await collection by the Analyser.  

The Analysers, which do not form part of the imported goods, then conduct their testing of the 
samples and once complete return the sample tubes back to the rack buffer lane of the Goods. 

The reverse process can also be conducted by the Goods, whereby the sample tubes are transferred 
from the Analyser specific racks back to the tube carriers used by the  transport system.  

In situations where a single sample tube requires a re-run or reflex testing the rack builder tube 
robot has the capability to pick that particular sample tube from a processed rack and place it in a 
rack destined for the Analyser. 

The Goods allow faster processing time, minimise errors, optimise workflow, and minimise 
biohazard exposure to human personnel by automatically performing routine sample tube handling 
operations in laboratory and clinical applications.  
 
In their imported condition the Goods do not include Sample tubes,, Transport system or any 
analytical equipment. 

Illustrative Descriptive Material provided with this application: 
 

- Rack Builder Module – System location diagram.pdf 
- Rack Builder Module.pdf 
-  Brochure (Complete System).pdf 

 
IDENTIFICATION 
 
The Goods are identified as a module designed for laboratory tube handling of sample tubes, for 
use in conjunction with separately imported analysers in laboratory and clinical applications. 

 

HEADINGS CONSIDERED AND REASONS WHY 

9018: Instruments and appliances used in medical sciences. Rejected. Regard had to Chapter 90 
Note 1 (g). The Goods are a machine with the clearly defined function of handling sample tubes 
in automated laboratory and clinical applications. The Goods are therefore considered correctly 
classified with other handling machinery of heading 8428 and are accordingly excluded from 
Chapter 90 vide Chapter 90 Note 1 (g).  

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



               

 

9032: Automatic controlling apparatus. Rejected. Regard had to Chapter 90 Note 7, in addition to 
Notes 1 (g). In addition to being excluded from Chapter 90 vide the application of Chapter 90 
Notes 1 (g), Chapter 90 Note 7 further states that heading 9032 only applies to: 
 

“instruments and apparatus for automatically controlling the flow, level, pressure or other 
variables of liquids or gases, or for automatically controlling temperature, whether or not 
their operation depends on an electrical phenomenon which varies according to the factor 
to be automatically controlled, which are designed to bring this factor to, and maintain it 
at, a desired value, stabilised against disturbances, by constantly or periodically 
measuring its actual value…” 

 

The Goods are not provided for by the inclusionary description provided by the note and they do 
not therefore meet the terms of heading 9032. Accordingly, the Goods are excluded from heading 
9032.  

8428: Other handling machinery. Accepted. IR1.  

The Goods are identified as a laboratory tube handling machine with a clearly defined function 
covered by heading 8428.  

 

SUB HEADINGS CONSIDERED AND REASONS WHY 

8428.39: Other continuous-action elevators and conveyors for goods or materials. Rejected. The 
Goods are do not operate with a continuous action and are not a conveyor. 

8428.90: Other machinery. Accepted. As the function of the Goods is not specifically provided for 
by preceding subheadings comparable at the same level, classification of the Goods accordingly 
falls with other machinery of 8428.90. IR1, IR6, ToSH 

 

INSTRUMENTS CONSIDERED AND REASONS WHY 
 
The Goods are not considered to accurately and exhaustively fit the description of any existing 
instruments possibly considered to apply to the Goods at the given sub-heading. 

CLAIMED CLASSIFICATION 
 
8428.90.00 
 

  

s. 47F(1)

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



              

 
PROPOSED TCO WORDING 
 
SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable logic controlled, whether OR not 
assembled, including ALL of the following: 

a) rack buffer; 
b) rack transfer unit; 
c) rack builder tube robot; 
d) rack builder console; 
e) input AND/OR output lanes; 
f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader 

 
 
Stated Use: For the transfer of sample tubes from tube carriers to tube racks in laboratory 
automation systems. 

 

We trust the above claimed reasoning and tariff classification, together with the supplied 
Illustrative Descriptive Material will sufficiently aid the Tariff Officer on duty to form an opinion 
upon the classification of the goods to which the TCO application for the subject goods relates. 

If you have any further questions or queries, please contact the undersigned. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 
s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





















 
n.b. Please ensure to address all correspondence in relation to this submission to :
 

 

s. 47F(1)

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



From: TARCON
To: Tariff Classification
Subject: New TCO Application ADF2019/325624 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Friday, 29 November 2019 1:47:00 PM
Attachments: Tariff Class Sheet.docx

UNCLASSIFIED

Good Afternoon
 
Please find all TCO Application documents in Trim for ADF2019/325624
 
Regards
 

Tariff Concessions Officer
Tariff Concessions Administration
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
6th Floor Customs House
5 Constitution Ave Canberra City ACT 2601
Ph 
 
 

UNCLASSIFIED

 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 







 
 

8428   
OTHER LIFTING, HANDLING, LOADING OR 
UNLOADING MACHINERY (FOR EXAMPLE, LIFTS, 
ESCALATORS, CONVEYORS, TELEFERICS): 

  

8428.10.00 11 No - Lifts and skip hoists 5% 
View TCOs for 
8428.10.00  

8428.20.00 12 No - Pneumatic elevators and conveyors 5% 
View TCOs for 
8428.20.00  

8428.3   - Other continuous-action elevators and conveyors, for 
goods or materials: 

  

8428.31.00 13 No -- Specially designed for underground use 5% View TCOs for 
8428.31.00  

8428.32.00 14 No -- Other, bucket type 5% 
View TCOs for 
8428.32.00  

8428.33.00 15 No -- Other, belt type 5% View TCOs for 
8428.33.00  

8428.39.00 40 No -- Other 5% 
View TCOs for 
8428.39.00  

8428.40.00 17 No - Escalators and moving walkways 5% View TCOs for 
8428.40.00  

8428.60.00 19 No - Teleferics, chair-lifts, ski-draglines; traction mechanisms 
for funiculars 5% 

View TCOs for 
8438.60.00  

8428.90.00 46 No - Other machinery 5% View TCOs for 
8428.90.00  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Description of Goods including the  Schedule 4 Item Number 
Customs Tariff Classification 

8428.90.00  
SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable  
logic controlled, whether OR not assembled, including ALL of the  
following: 
  (a) rack buffer; 
  (b) rack transfer unit; 
  (c) rack builder tube robot; 
  (d) rack builder console; 
  (e) input AND/OR output lanes; 
  (f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader 
 
Op. 28.11.19 - TC 19325624 
 
Stated Use: 
For the transfer of sample tubes from tube carriers to tube  
racks in laboratory automation systems 
 
 
Applicant: Beckman Coulter Australia Pty Ltd          

50 

   

50 

Notes   
TCOs existing  NO 
Tariff Advice 
 

 NO 

Q5&6 
 

F  4/5 

 
Please check words and use     
 

 
 

22(
1)

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



From: Tariff Classification
To: TARCON
Subject: RE: New TCO Application ADF2019/325624 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Thursday, 5 December 2019 2:33:54 PM
Attachments: Tariff Class Sheet 19325624.docx

UNCLASSIFIED

Hello TARCON,
Please find a classification check for TCO 19325624.
regards

Senior Trade Advice Officer
National Trade Advice Centre
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
Phone: 1800053016

UNCLASSIFIED

From: TARCON 
Sent: Friday, 29 November 2019 1:48 PM
To: Tariff Classification 
Subject: New TCO Application ADF2019/325624 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

UNCLASSIFIED

Good Afternoon
Please find all TCO Application documents in Trim for ADF2019/325624
Regards

Tariff Concessions Officer
Tariff Concessions Administration
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
6th Floor Customs House
5 Constitution Ave Canberra City ACT 2601
Ph 

UNCLASSIFIED

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 









 

 

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 4:17 PM
To: 
Subject: Laboratory Tariff Concession Applications - Wording Agreements
 
Hi 
 
I have received the above applications and prepared the following wordings for
possible agreement
 

s. 47F(1)

22(1)(a)(ii) 

s. 47F(1)

s. 
47F(1)

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
TC19325624
SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable
logic controlled, whether OR not assembled, including ALL of the
following:
  (a) rack buffer;
  (b) rack transfer unit;
  (c) rack builder tube robot;
  (d) rack builder console;
  (e) input AND/OR output lanes;
  (f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader
 
 
Regards
 

Supervisor Tariff Concessions Administration
Trusted Trader and Trade Services Branch
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
P:
F:
E:
 

 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



From:
To:
Subject: RE: Laboratory Tariff Concession Applications - Wording Agreements CRM:0056560
Date: Thursday, 12 December 2019 11:17:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png

Hi ,
 
Thanks for that.  I have updated the wording as requested and will now either
accept and withdraw all of the applications
 
Regards
 

Supervisor Tariff Concessions Administration
Trusted Trader and Trade Services Branch
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
P: 
F: 
E: 
 

 
From:  
Sent: Thursday, 12 December 2019 11:00 AM
To: 
Subject: RE: Laboratory Tariff Concession Applications - Wording Agreements CRM:0056560
 
Hi 
 

 

22(1)(a)(ii) 
s. 47F(1)

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

s. 
47F(1

s. 47F(1)

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)
(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





 

 
TC19325624
SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable
logic controlled, whether OR not assembled, including ALL of the

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



following:
  (a) rack buffer;
  (b) rack transfer unit;
  (c) rack builder tube robot;
  (d) rack builder console;
  (e) input AND/OR output lanes;
  (f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader
 
 
Regards
 

Supervisor Tariff Concessions Administration
Trusted Trader and Trade Services Branch
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
P: 
F: 
E: 
 

 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Consideration of an application for a  
Tariff Concession Order lodged under subsection 269F of 

the Customs Act 1901  
 

Acceptance as a valid application 
 

Statement of Reasons 
 

TC 19325624 

I, , delegate of the Comptroller-General of Customs, have 
considered, in terms of section 269H of the Customs Act 1901 (the Act), an 
application for a tariff concession order (TCO) lodged under section 269F of the Act. 
 
I am satisfied that: 
 

• the application complies with section 269F of the Act; and 
• having regard to the information disclosed in the application and to the 

particulars of the inquiries made by the applicant, there are reasonable 
grounds for believing that the applicant has discharged the responsibility 
referred to in section 269FA of the Act. 

 
I therefore accept the application as a valid application.  
 
Dated this    12th                     day of       December    2019 

 

 
 
 

Delegate of the Comptroller General of Customs 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





 

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 4:17 PM
To: 
Subject: Laboratory Tariff Concession Applications - Wording Agreements
 
Hi 
 
I have received the above applications and prepared the following wordings for
possible agreement

s. 47F(1)

22(1)(a)(ii) 

s. 47F(1)

s. 
47F(1)

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
TC19325624
SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable
logic controlled, whether OR not assembled, including ALL of the
following:
  (a) rack buffer;
  (b) rack transfer unit;
  (c) rack builder tube robot;
  (d) rack builder console;
  (e) input AND/OR output lanes;
  (f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader
 
 
Regards
 

Supervisor Tariff Concessions Administration
Trusted Trader and Trade Services Branch
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
P: 
F: 
E: 
 

 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



From:
To:
Subject: HPRM: RE: Laboratory Tariff Concession Applications - Wording Agreements CRM:0056560
Date: Thursday, 12 December 2019 11:17:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png

Hi ,
 
Thanks for that.  I have updated the wording as requested and will now either
accept and withdraw all of the applications
 
Regards
 

Supervisor Tariff Concessions Administration
Trusted Trader and Trade Services Branch
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
P: 
F: 
E: 
 

 
From:  
Sent: Thursday, 12 December 2019 11:00 AM
To: 
Subject: RE: Laboratory Tariff Concession Applications - Wording Agreements CRM:0056560
 
Hi ,
 

 

22(1)(a)(ii) 
s. 47F(1)

s. 
47F(1

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

s. 47F(1)

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)
(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





 

TC19325624
SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable
logic controlled, whether OR not assembled, including ALL of the

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



following:
  (a) rack buffer;
  (b) rack transfer unit;
  (c) rack builder tube robot;
  (d) rack builder console;
  (e) input AND/OR output lanes;
  (f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader
 
 
Regards
 

Supervisor Tariff Concessions Administration
Trusted Trader and Trade Services Branch
Customs Group
Australian Border Force
P:
F:
E:
 

 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 
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Description of Goods including the  Schedule 4 Item Number 
Customs Tariff Classification 

8428.90.00 SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable  
logic controlled, whether OR not assembled, including ALL of the  
following: 
  (a) rack buffer; 
  (b) rack transfer unit; 
  (c) rack builder tube robot; 
  (d) rack builder console; 
  (e) input AND/OR output lanes; 
  (f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader 
Op. 28.11.19 - TC 19325624 
 
Stated Use: 
For the transfer of sample tubes from tube carriers to tube  
racks in laboratory automation systems 
 
Applicant:  
           BECKMAN COULTER AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 

50 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
Consideration of an application for a Tariff Concession 

Order lodged under subsection 269F  
of the Customs Act 1901  

 
Making of a Tariff Concession Order 

 
Statement of Reasons 

 
TC19325624 

I, , delegate of the Comptroller-General of Customs, have considered, in terms 
of subsection 269P of the Customs Act 1901 (the Act), an application for a tariff concession 
order (TCO) lodged under subsection 269F of the Act. 
Having regard to: 
 

- the TCO application; 
- all submissions lodged with the Comptroller-General before the last day for 

submissions; 
- any information that may have been supplied or produced to the  

Comptroller-General, including in accordance with a notice under subsection   
269M(4); and  

- any inquiries made by the Comptroller-General; 
 
I am satisfied that the application meets the core criteria as defined in section 269C of the 
Act in that on the day on which the application was lodged, no substitutable goods were 
produced in Australia in the ordinary course of business.   
 
I have also had regard to section 269SJ of the Act which describes certain goods for which a 
TCO must not be made. I am satisfied that there are no exclusions applicable to the goods 
the subject of the TCO application. 
 
Dated this 20th day of February 2020  

 

 

Delegate of the Comptroller-General of Customs 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



TARIFF CONCESSION ORDER 

Under Section 269P of the Customs Act 1901, I,  a delegate of the Comptroller-General of 
Customs declare that the goods specified in Col E TABLE are goods to which the item in Part III 
of Schedule 4 to the Customs Tariff Act 1995 specified in Column 2 of THE TABLE applies.  This Order shall 
have effect from 28.11.19 and continue in force until revoked under sections 269SC or 269SD of the Customs 
Act 1901, or the date, if any, specified in Column 2. 

THE TABLE 

 COLUMN 1 
Description of Goods including the  
Customs Tariff Classification 

COLUMN 2 
Schedule 4 Item Number 
Last date of effect 

 

This is page 1 of 1 Page of the above Table. 

 ....................................... 
Dated 20 August 2020 Delegate of the Comptroller-General of Customs 
 

 

8428.90.00 SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable  
logic controlled, whether OR not assembled, including ALL of the  
following: 
  (a) rack buffer; 
  (b) rack transfer unit; 
  (c) rack builder tube robot; 
  (d) rack builder console; 
  (e) input AND/OR output lanes; 
  (f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader 
 
Op. 28.11.19 - TC 19325624 

50 

 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



From:
To:
Subject: TCO19325624 - Sample Tube Handling Units - TCO successful letter
Date: Friday, 21 February 2020 2:24:00 PM
Attachments: TCO Successful Letter 1.docx

Dear ,
 
Please find attached the TCO successful letter for the above TCO.
 
Kind regards,
 

 

Origin & Verification
Trusted Trader and Trade Services Branch
Trade and Customs Division | Customs Group
Australian Border Force
P:
E:
 

22(1)(a)(ii) 
s. 47F(1)

s. 
47F(

22(1)
(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

22(1)(a)(ii) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





- 2 - 

Description of the Particular goods including the applicable subheading of the Customs Tariff 
Schedule 4 Item 
Last day of effect 

  50 

8428.90.00 SAMPLE TUBE HANDLING UNITS, LABORATORY RACKING, programmable  
logic controlled, whether OR not assembled, including ALL of the  
following: 
  (a) rack buffer; 
  (b) rack transfer unit; 
  (c) rack builder tube robot; 
  (d) rack builder console; 
  (e) input AND/OR output lanes; 
  (f) camera AND/OR bar-code reader 
 
Op. 28.11.19  TC 19325624 
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