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Home Affairs Portfolio 
Budget Estimates – May 2018 

KEY BRIEF  
Title: Commonwealth Games Support  
Responsible Deputy Secretary: Malisa Golightly, Immigration and Citizenship Services 
Group 
Key Points:  

• Australia has long-established universal visa arrangements, which require all foreign 
nationals seeking to enter Australia to obtain a visa.  

• We strongly support major events like the Commonwealth Games and note the 
benefits to Australia of hosting such events on the world stage.  

• The Department granted visas to a total of 13,681 individuals.  Not all visa holders 
travelled and a large number of visas were cancelled after the Department was 
notified that accreditation had been withdrawn for the individuals.  8,103 individuals 
travelled to Australia through a streamlined visa application process.   

• In recognition of the current security environment, the decision to require all 
participants to apply through a formal visa process has allowed for health, character 
and security screening of individuals prior to their arrival at the border. 

• Games time visas allowed participants to extend their stay and holiday in Australia 
until 15 May 2018, which is one month after the Games finished.   

• As at 21 May 2018, 7,848 of these individuals have departed Australia. 255 
individuals remain in Australia.   

• 205 of these individuals are lawful following the automatic grant of a Bridging visa in 
association with their visa applications (Protection and other).  50 remain unlawful. 

 
Protection visa applications 
Luke Mansfield, FAS Refugee, Citizenship and Multicultural Programs 

• As at 09:00 on 21 May 2018, the Department has received 190 Protection visa 
applications from persons who were granted visas to attend the Commonwealth 
Games.   

If asked: 56 applications from athletes, 44 from officials, 47 from media and 43 from 
guests of the Commonwealth Games Associations (CGAs). 

• Protection visa applications will be assessed in accordance with Australia’s 
international obligations and the criteria set out in the Migration Act 1958.  

• To protect the applicants’ privacy, it is inappropriate to comment on individual cases. 
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Other visa applications lodged 
Christine Dacey, FAS Immigration and Visa Services Division 

• As at 09:00 on 21 May 2018, the Department has received 15 applications for other 
types of visas. 

• These visas will be processed in accordance with standard legislative requirements 
 
Visa over-stayers who have not lodged a further visa application 
Clive Murray, Deputy Commissioner Operations 

• As at 09:00 on 21 May 2018, 50 Games participants have overstayed their visas and 
remain unlawfully in Australia.  

• The Australian Border Force (ABF) will locate, detain and remove Games  
over-stayers and, where appropriate, investigate Migration Act and/or Criminal Code 
Act offences regarding exploitation of individuals and/or Australia's migration 
system. 

If asked: How many visas were cancelled and why? 

• Of the 13,681 visas granted for the 2018 Games, 4,907 visas were cancelled after the 
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation (GOLDOC) notified the 
Department of those athletes or other participants who did not qualify or were no 
longer able to participate in the Games.   

• Visa cancellation prevented these individuals from travelling to Australia. 
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QUESTION:  
• Why have visas of people involved with the Commonwealth Games been 

cancelled?    
• How many are unlawful? 
• How many are detained? 
• How many have been removed? 
• How many have PV applications still outstanding (and indicative dates for 

decisions)? 
• How many PV applications have been finalised and what were the outcomes? 
• How many finally determined have gone to merits or judicial review? 

 
KEY TALKING POINTS: 

• Australia has long-established universal visa arrangements, which require all 
foreign nationals seeking to enter Australia to obtain a visa.  

• We strongly support major events like the Commonwealth Games and note the 
benefits to Australia of hosting such events on the world stage.  

• The Department facilitated the entry of over 8,000 Commonwealth Games 
participants through a streamlined visa application process.  The decision to 
require all participants to apply through a formal visa process has allowed for 
health, character and security screening of individuals prior to their arrival at the 
border. 

• We worked closely with the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation 
(GOLDOC) to ensure that all participants who were accredited and entitled to 
have a visa did so, and to ensure that anyone who was not entitled, did not. 

• A number of visas were cancelled to prevent those individuals who were no longer 
accredited from travelling to Australia. 

 
 
Background 
 
⋅ 

⋅ For the 2018 Games, GOLDOC were advised that this process would not be 
available and that Games participants would be required to apply for a Temporary 
Activity (subclass 408) AGEE visa.   

s22(1)(a)(ii)

s47E(d)

C8ANT
Cross-Out

C8ANT
Cross-Out



For Official Use Only 
ABF 

QUESTION TIME BRIEF (QTB) 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES VISA CANCELLATIONS 

 

For Official Use Only 
PDR No. QB18-000106  

 to and finalise the process for lodgement of 
the required visa applications.  
 

⋅ There was significant resistance from the Commonwealth Games Federation and 
each country’s Commonwealth Games Association (CGA) to a formal visa process. 
This included negative media in October 2017, where the Federation publicly stated 
that they considered the process to obtain a visa to be the major risk to a successful 
Games. 
 

⋅ Of the approximately 13,600 visas granted for the 2018 Games, more than 4,700 
visas were cancelled after GOLDOC notified the Department of those athletes or 
other participants who did not qualify or were no longer able to participate in the 
Games.   
 

⋅ From 2 March 2018, a total of 4,907 visas were cancelled while the individual 
remained offshore.  
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Total Onshore Visa applications  

Includes: 

219 

 Total Protection visa applications 205 

 Total other visa applications 14 

 
⋅ The Department continues to work with the ABF in relation to identifying and 

locating those onshore visa holders who may no longer be entitled to hold a visa.  
 
Contact: Commander James Copeman Contact:  
Division: Field Operations Division: Field Operations 
Date first prepared: 21/05/2018 Date last updated: 28/06/2018 
Originating Source: (MO)  
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