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• The Department continues to monitor the situation

MEDIA TALKING POINTS (UNCLASSIFIED)

• The Department is aware of a media article relating to the trial of two men charged with
murdering Reza Barati, which will commence on 21 September 2015.

• The Department and its service providers are committed to supporting the Government
of Papua New Guinea in providing a safe environment for all asylum seekers and
refugees in the Manus Province.

• As this matter is subject to court proceedings, it would be not appropriate to comment
further at this time.

Contact Officer:
Authorised by:   
Cleared by: Kingsley Woodford-Smith
Media Cleared by: Mark Jeffries

 
This HIB contains operationally sensitive information should not be further disclosed without
the permission of the Contact Officer, Authorising Officer or Clearance Officer.
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MEDIA ENQUIRY
Subject: Manus trial over Barati death
Deadline: ASAP Monday, 21 September 2015
Journalist: Outlet:
Phone: Mobile: Email:
Enquiry Received (Time & Date): 8.44am Monday, 21 September 2015
Media Officer: Media Ph: 02 6264 2244

QUESTION / ISSUE

Journalist asks the below questions for a news report by  relating to the “wilful 
murder” trial over the death of Reza Berati on Manus Island.

- What legal or other support has or is the Australian government providing to former Manus RPC 
guard Louie Efi in his trial for wilful murder of Reza Berati on Manus Island on 17 February 2014?

- What legal or other support has or is the Australian government providing to Salvation Army 
subcontractor Joshua Kaluvia in his trial for wilful murder of Reza Berati on Manus island on 17 
February 2014?

- What assistance has the Australian government provide to PNG authorities to identify and return 
two G4S expats workers at the RPC wanted by police for questioning regarding the death of Reza 
Berati?

- What arrangements and assistance did the Australian government offer either of the two expats to 
leave Manus Island after the death of Reza Berati? 

- Who was the lead agent that facilitated their departure from Manus, G4S or an Australian 
government department?

- Will the Australian government have legal observers attending the trial?

TALKING POINTS

The court process relating to this incident is a matter for Papua New Guinea authorities. 

Australia will continue to offer assistance where required to the PNG authorities in this 
matter.

As the matter is before the courts, it would not be appropriate to comment further.

BACKGROUND (not for public release)  

On 18 February 2014, Reza BARATI died during a disturbance at Manus Regional 
Processing Centre. 
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• The Department is awaiting confirmation on whether any transferees will be subpoenaed.

• ABF Manus continues to support the operations of PNG ICSA in the running of the MRPC and
will continue to report back to HQ on the Reza Barati Murder trial.

 

MEDIA TALKING POINTS (UNCLASSIFIED)

• The Department is aware that the trial into the death of Mr Reza Barati, was due to be heard
at Manus Island today.

• The court process relating to this incident is a matter for Papua New Guinea authorities.

• Australia will continue to offer assistance where required to the PNG authorities in this
matter.

• As the matter is before the courts, it would not be appropriate to comment further.
 

Contact Officer:
Authorised by:   
Cleared by: Kingsley Woodford-Smith
Media Cleared by: Mark Jeffries

 
 
This HIB contains operationally sensitive information should not be further disclosed without
the permission of the Contact Officer, Authorising Officer or Clearance Officer.
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interview with the public prosecutor.
• ABF Manus continues to support the operations of PNG ICSA in the running of the MRPC and

will continue to report back to HQ on the Reza Barati Murder trial.
 

MEDIA TALKING POINTS (UNCLASSIFIED)

• The Department is aware that the trial into the death of Mr Reza Barati, which was due to be
heard today, has been adjourned to Thursday 24 September 2015.

• The court process relating to this incident is a matter for Papua New Guinea authorities.
• Australia will continue to offer assistance where required to the PNG authorities in this

matter.
• As the matter is before the courts, it would not be appropriate to comment further.
 

Contact Officer:
Authorised by:   
Cleared by: Kingsley Woodford-Smith
Media Cleared by: Mark Jeffries

 
 
This HIB contains operationally sensitive information should not be further disclosed without
the permission of the Contact Officer, Authorising Officer or Clearance Officer.
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From: Kingsley WOODFORD-SMITH
To: [HIB Distribution List]
Cc:
Subject: UPDATE: HIB on Barati case [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]
Date: Friday, 2 October 2015 5:13:16 PM

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

HOT ISSUES BRIEF

 
This HIB provides initial advice on a developing operational issue and may not include all
operational information available to ABF, DIBP or other agencies. This HIB is an initial assessment
and the information may change as the issue evolves.
 

COURT HEARING ON MANUS - REZA BARATI DEATH
Information current as at: 17:00, 2 October 2015

 

NATURE OF ISSUE:

• The Department is aware that the judge presiding over the trial of two defendants, charged
with ‘Wilful Murder’ of Mr Reza BARATI, has agreed the matter be reopened on 30
November 2015, to allow the defence to call more witnesses.

• The case was heard in the Lorengau National Court from 24 to 29 September 2015, at which
point it was adjourned, awaiting a verdict to be handed down at a later date. One transferee
appeared in court and gave evidence on 28 September 2015.

• The two defendants, who have both pleaded not guilty, made a submission to the judge
stating that their constitutional right to a fair defence was breached on account of the state-
appointed defence lawyer failing to call on any witnesses other than the defendants
themselves.

• The Department is aware that ABC News online published an article on 1 October 2015
regarding the reopening of the case.

DATE AND TIME OF EVENT:

• 11:42 hrs, 2 October 2015
 

ACTIONS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY:

• ABF Manus continues to support the operations of PNG ICSA in the running of the MRPC and
will continue to report back to HQ on the Reza Barati Murder trial.

• The Department will continue to monitor the situation.
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MEDIA TALKING POINTS (UNCLASSIFIED)

•       The Department is aware that the trial into the death of Mr Reza Barati, will be reopened on
30 November 2015, to allow the defence to call on more witnesses.

• The court process relating to this incident is a matter for Papua New Guinea authorities.
• Australia will continue to offer assistance where required to the PNG authorities in this

matter.
• As the matter is before the courts, it would not be appropriate to comment further.
 

Contact Officer:
Authorised by:   
Cleared by: Kingsley Woodford-Smith
Media Cleared by: Mark Jeffries

 
 
This HIB contains operationally sensitive information should not be further disclosed without
the permission of the Contact Officer, Authorising Officer or Clearance Officer.
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Kind regards,
 

Programme Coordinator, Manus Operations
Manus Regional Processing Centre (MRPC)
Regional Processing and Settlement | Children, Community and Settlement | Support Group
Australian Border Force (ABF)
Telephone: PNG Mobile: |AUS Mobile:

Email: @border.gov.au|Website: www.border.gov.au
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Media Operations
Communication and Media Branch | Executive Division
Department of Immigration and Border Protection
24 hour media line: 02 6264 2244
E: media@border.gov.au
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QUESTION: What is the Government’s view on the outcome of the Barati trial? 

KEY POINTS:

On 18 February 2014, transferee Reza Barati was killed during a disturbance at 
Manus Regional Processing Centre.  Two suspects Louie Efi and Joshua Kalivia, who 
were locally-engaged staff members working for G4S and The Salvation Army, were 
arrested in November 2014 and have been held in custody since their arrest (although 
Kalivia absconded for a short period in 2016).

Both men appeared in court before Justice Nicholas Kirrowon on 14 April 2016 and 
according to PNG reports were found guilty of wilful murder. 

On 19 April 2016, the Court sentenced the pair to 10 years imprisonment, with five 
years suspended.  

Contact: Kingsley Woodford-Smith Phone:  
Division: Children, Community and Settlement Services  Action Officer:  
Date first prepared: 20 April 2016  Date last Updated: 20 April 2016  
Originating Source: DIBP

I am aware that the Manus Province District Court found two PNG Nationals 
guilty of the wilful murder of Reza Barati in February 2014 and the two men were 
sentenced to 10 years imprisonment, with five years suspended.

PNG authorities are responsible for the management and administration of the 
Manus Regional Processing Centre. 

The outcome of yesterday’s sentencing is a matter for the PNG Government. 

I hope that the outcome of the trial brings the family some relief.
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TALKING POINTS
Subject TPs and Statement prepared re: medical evacuation from Manus
Date 23 December 2016

Agency
Media Officer 02 6264 2244

ISSUE

Talking points have been prepared regarding the medical transfer of refugee Mr ISHAK AHMED 
from Manus Island to Brisbane Australia which is due to occur at 1450 local time on 23 December 
2016. A statement has also been drafted in the unfortunate event Mr Ahmed passes away. 

TALKING POINTS

TPs in relation to the medical evacuation: 

The Department can confirm that a Sudanese male refugee on Manus Island has been 
transferred to Australia.
The man arrived in Australia at 2015 and is receiving appropriate medical treatment. He is in 
a critical condition.
A decision was taken for an emergency transfer of the man following life-threatening injuries 
he suffered from a fall. 
Beyond this, it would not be appropriate for the Department to provide specific details on the 
health of individuals.

Departmental statement if Mr ISHAK AHMED passes away: 

A 27-year-old Sudanese refugee has sadly died today from injuries suffered after a fall at the Manus 
Regional Processing Centre.

The man is believed to have fallen after suffering a seizure which resulted in a serious head injury.

The man was taken to IHMS Clinic on Manus for urgent treatment. He was then air-lifted to Australia 
for further medical care. The man died XX at Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital.

The Department is not aware of any suspicious circumstances surrounding the death and 
expresses its sympathies to his family and friends (if appropriate).

The death will be reported to the Queensland Coroner. No further comment will be made at this 
time. 

Media contact: Immigration and Border Protection (02) 6264 2244
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BACKGROUND (not for public release)  

PROTECTED SENSITIVE 

HOT ISSUES BRIEF

This HIB provides initial advice on a developing issue and may not include all information available. This HIB 
may be followed by subsequent reporting. 

MEDICAL EVACUATION FROM MANUS TO AUSTRALIA 

Information Current As At: 0401 AEDT Friday, 23DEC2016 

NATURE OF ISSUE: 

      A Sudanese male refugee on Manus, has suffered a major medical emergency relating to a 
seizure and subsequent fall resulting in a head injury. 

      It has been determined the refugee requires an Air Ambulance to Australia for urgent medical 
treatment.

      IHMS is providing ongoing medical assistance.

DATE AND TIME OF EVENT: 

      2250 AEDT Thursday, 22 December 2016. 

ACTIONS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY:

      Air ambulance arrangements are being sort to facilitate transfer.

MEDIA TALKING POINTS: (UNCLASSIFIED)

      The Department does not comment on specific details on the health of individuals. 
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CLEARANCE:

Drafted by Title Time/Date cleared
Media Officer 11.10am, 23 Dec 

2016

Cleared by Title Time/Date sent Time/Date
Director, Media Operations 11.10am, 23 Dec 

2016
11.20am, 23 Dec 
2016

Vicki Ludwig A/g Commander, Offshore Operational 
Coordination

12.15pm, 23 Dec 
2016

12.25pm, 23 Dec 
2016

Tim Fitzgerald A/g Assistant Commissioner
Detention, Compliance and Removals

12.30pm, 23 Dec 
2016

12.50pm, 23 Dec 
2016

David Nockels FAS, Detention Services Division 12.30pm, 23 Dec 
2016

12.57pm, 23 Dec 
2016

Dr Brayley Chief Medical Officer

Full Name  Position (Agency if required) Time DD Month 
2016

Time DD Month 
2016

MO cleared Sent to MO Cleared by MO
Full Name  Time DD Month 2016 Time DD Month 2016

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

26





2

Media Operations
Media and Executive Coordination Branch | Executive Division
Department of Immigration and Border Protection
P:
24 hour media line: 02 6264 2244
E. media@border.gov.au
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TALKING POINTS
Subject TPs and Statement prepared re: medical evacuation from Manus
Date 23 December 2016

Agency
Media Officer 02 6264 2244

ISSUE

Talking points have been prepared regarding the medical transfer of refugee Mr ISHAK AHMED 
from Manus Island to Brisbane Australia which is due to occur at 1450 local time on 23 December 
2016. A statement has also been drafted in the unfortunate event Mr Ahmed passes away. 

TALKING POINTS

TPs in relation to the medical evacuation: 

The Department can confirm that a Sudanese male refugee on Manus Island has been 
transferred to Australia.
The man arrived in Australia at 2015 and is receiving appropriate medical treatment. He is in 
a critical condition.
A decision was taken for an emergency transfer of the man following life-threatening injuries 
he suffered from a fall. 
Beyond this, it would not be appropriate for the Department to provide specific details on the 
health of individuals.

Departmental statement when Mr ISHAK AHMED passes away: 

A 27-year-old Sudanese refugee has sadly died today from injuries suffered after a fall at the Manus 
Regional Processing Centre.

The man is believed to have fallen after suffering a seizure which resulted in a serious head injury.

The man was taken to IHMS Clinic on Manus for urgent treatment. He was then air-lifted to Australia 
for further medical care. The man died at Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital.

The Department is not aware of any suspicious circumstances surrounding the death and 
expresses its sympathies to his family and friends. 

The death will be reported to the Queensland Coroner. No further comment will be made at this 
time.  

Media contact: Immigration and Border Protection (02) 6264 2244
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BACKGROUND (not for public release)  

PROTECTED SENSITIVE 

HOT ISSUES BRIEF

This HIB provides initial advice on a developing issue and may not include all information available. This HIB 
may be followed by subsequent reporting. 

MEDICAL EVACUATION FROM MANUS TO AUSTRALIA 

Information Current As At: 0401 AEDT Friday, 23DEC2016 

NATURE OF ISSUE: 

      A Sudanese male refugee on Manus, has suffered a major medical emergency relating to a 
seizure and subsequent fall resulting in a head injury. 

      It has been determined the refugee requires an Air Ambulance to Australia for urgent medical 
treatment.

      IHMS is providing ongoing medical assistance. 

DATE AND TIME OF EVENT: 

      2250 AEDT Thursday, 22 December 2016. 

ACTIONS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY:

      Air ambulance arrangements are being sort to facilitate transfer.

MEDIA TALKING POINTS: (UNCLASSIFIED)

      The Department does not comment on specific details on the health of individuals. 
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CLEARANCE:

Drafted by Title Time/Date cleared
Media Officer 11.10am, 23 Dec 

2016

Cleared by Title Time/Date sent Time/Date
Director, Media Operations 11.10am, 23 Dec 

2016
11.20am, 23 Dec 
2016

Vicki Ludwig A/g Commander, Offshore Operational 
Coordination

12.15pm, 23 Dec 
2016

12.25pm, 23 Dec 
2016

Tim Fitzgerald A/g Assistant Commissioner
Detention, Compliance and Removals

12.30pm, 23 Dec 
2016

12.50pm, 23 Dec 
2016

David Nockels FAS, Detention Services Division 12.30pm, 23 Dec 
2016

12.57pm, 23 Dec 
2016

Full Name  Position (Agency if required) Time DD Month 
2016

Time DD Month 
2016

MO cleared Sent to MO Cleared by MO
Full Name  Time DD Month 2016 Time DD Month 2016
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  Faysal Ahmed  (9.4KB) 

  (124.6KB) 
  >> 
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If asked about contact with Mr Ahmed’s family and repatriation of the body

 The Department has been in contact with Mr Ahmed’s family and continues to communicate with 
them.

The Department will consider repatriation of the body as appropriate, this decision will consider a 
number of factors, including the wishes of Mr Ahmed’s family.

As this matter is currently before the Queensland Coroner it is not appropriate to provide further 
comment at this time.

Best Regards,

Media Operations
(02) 6264 2244

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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If asked about contact with Mr Ahmed’s family and repatriation of the body 

  The Department has been in contact with Mr Ahmed’s family and continues to communicate with 
them.

 The Department will consider repatriation of the body as appropriate, this decision will consider a 
number of factors, including the wishes of Mr Ahmed’s family. 

 As this matter is currently before the Queensland Coroner it is not appropriate to provide further 
comment at this time. 

Best Regards,

Media Operations
(02) 6264 2244
 << 
  161227 TP Faysal Ahmed.docx  (104.0KB) 

  (104.0KB) 
  >> 
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CLEARANCE:

Drafted by Title Time/Date cleared
Media Operations 1:30pm, Tue 27 

Dec 2016

Cleared by Title Time/Date sent Time/Date
Vanessa Holben Commander Detention Operations 1:30pm, Tue 27 

Dec 2016
1:41pm, Tue 27 
Dec 2016

Director, Media Operations 1:55pm, Tue 27 
Dec 2016

2:12pm, Tue 27 
Dec 2016

MO cleared Sent to MO Cleared by MO
Full Name  Time DD Month 2016 Time DD Month 2016
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This document may contain ‘personal identifiers’ and ‘personal information’ as defined under the Migration 
Act 1958 or Australian Citizenship Act 2007, and can only be used for purposes under these Acts.
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BROADSPECTRUM
BROADSPECTRUM
Welfare Services, Manus RPC

Feedback & Complaints Register
As at 24 December 2016
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BROADSPECTRUM
Welfare Services, Manus RPC

Request Register
As at 26 December 2016

Page1
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Welfare Services, Manus RPC

Request Register
As at 26 December 2016
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