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Attachment A – Detection results and targeting activity 

Over the past few years asbestos has been detected in a wide range of imported goods 
including gaskets, brakes, ducts, pipe spools, heating equipment and pressurised 
hoses.  

While a number of consignments containing these goods were identified by the ABF 
and intercepted, some consignments made it into the Australian community and were 
detected through other means. This point indicates that opportunities exist to refine the 
ABF’s current asbestos intervention efforts.  

Included below is an overview of asbestos detections made by the ABF during the 
period June 2011 to June 2015. Also included is a summary of 2014-15 profile and alert 
activity targeting asbestos.  

Detection Snapshot 

Figure 1 shows the number of detections of asbestos consignments over the past four 
years. While not high in number, this figure demonstrates that goods containing 
asbestos are still being imported into Australia, regardless of its status as a prohibited 
import. Further analysis indicates a high proportion of these goods originated from 
China (57%) and the USA (17%). Other countries that have been the occasional origin 
(1-2 instances) of asbestos containing goods detected by the ABF include Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea, Canada and the Netherlands.2 

Figure 2 shows the distribution of asbestos detections across the regional commands 
over the past four years. Higher detections in Western Australia and Queensland are 
reflective of mining and industry activity in these regions that require heavy machinery 
and industrial products and parts sourced from overseas suppliers. 

2 Detection snapshot data sourced from the Detained Goods Management System, extracted from entries containing ‘asbestos’ in 
the goods description  field. 
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automotive and mining industries) to encourage importers to ensure they are taking adequate 
steps to ensure the goods being imported have been tested and certified as free from asbestos. 

If asked 

Q: Why are some goods getting into Australia that are commonly known to contain asbestos? 

A:  The ABF employs a risk based approach to managing all border threats and works with 
domestic and international partner agencies to target illegal activities before, at and after the border. 

Q:Why are there very few prosecutions for importers of asbestos? 

A: The ABF finalised  with the importation of goods containing 
asbestos during 2014-15.  There was one successful prosecution resulting in a fine of $10,000 and a 
second case resulting in seizure of gaskets containing asbestos and a warning being issued.  The 
other three investigations were terminated. 

Q: What happens when there is a suspicion that a good contains asbestos?  

A: In the first instance, there would be a call for documents to verify if there are any certificates that 
confirm the goods are asbestos free.  If certificates can’t be provided or there are other concerns, 
such as in relation to their authenticity, an examination will be requested. 

The ABF will advise the importer that an examination is required and the importer is to organise a 
hygienist (at their expense) to attend and take/test a sample.  If positive, it will be referred to the 
ABF for possible prosecution, subsequent seizure action and immediate disposal is then organised. 

Background 

In 2015, there have been several media articles which claim that border protection measures are 
inadequate in relation to combatting the importation of asbestos.  These articles involved the finding 
of asbestos in sandwich panel boards used in construction and electrical switch panels. 

The ABF is currently strengthening its response to the risk of asbestos entering Australia, 
addressing the risks pre-border, at the border and post border through a number of targetted 
activities. 

In November 2014 a compliance operation was stood up to deal with commodities used in the 
building industry. 

On 16 December 2015, a DIBP Notice was published on the internet and for distribution to certain 
industry groups.  The aim of the Notice is to (re) inform the importer of their responsibilities to 
ensure imported goods are asbestos free and what their ongoing obligations are.   

Asbestos in children’s toys 
In July 2015, media reported that children’s crayons and toy kits containing fingerprint powder 
manufactured in China were tested and found to contain asbestos.  The ABF stood up a multi-stage 

7

s. 47E(d)

s. 37(2)(b), s. 47E(d)

s. 47E(d)










