
  
 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

        
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

   
 

   

  

  

  

   

 

   

Document 1

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
 

11-029 IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

REQUEST FOR ABORTION BY RAPED TRANSFEREE (AS REPORTED BY
 
730 REPORT) 

CURRENT ISSUE 

Media coverage regarding a refugee woman on Nauru alleging sexual assault 
and seeking a termination of pregnancy. 

KEY FACTS/KEY FIGURES 
s. 47F(1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 

Details of request 

•	 The Department is aware of one refugee woman on Nauru who has 
requested a termination of her pregnancy, following an allegation of sexual 
assault. 

Status of refugee 

•	 The woman is in Australia and receiving appropriate medical treatment. 

•	 She will be returned to Nauru when medically fit to transfer. 

•	 I am unable to provide further detail for reasons of privacy. 
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Document 1

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
 

11-029 IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

REQUEST FOR ABORTION BY RAPED TRANSFEREE (AS REPORTED BY
 
730 REPORT)
 

s. 47F(1)

Contact: Amanda Little, A/g AS Detention Health Services Branch Phone:
 
Division: Detention Services Action Officer:
 s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Date first prepared: 29 January 2015 Date last Updated: 16/06/2016 - 2:57 PM
 
Originating Source: DIBP
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Document 2

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
 

11-033 IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

ABYAN – NAURU TRANSFEREE 

CURRENT ISSUE 

Media coverage regarding a refugee woman on Nauru alleging sexual assault 
and seeking a termination of pregnancy (subsequently transferred to 
Australia). 

KEY FACTS/KEY FIGURES 

s. 47F(1)

•	 A journalist and photographer from the Australian, currently on Nauru, 
interviewed Abyan (advised to the Department on 20 October 2015, reported 
in the Australian 21 October 2015 ). 

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 

What care was provided to Abyan in Australia? 

Following her arrival to Australia, the woman was reviewed by an IHMS GP and 
mental health nurse on several occasions.  She attended an appointment and 
received counselling at the clinic where the procedure was to be undertaken. 

Why was Abyan flown back to Nauru? 

The woman advised she no longer wished to proceed with the termination 
procedure at that time. 
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Document 2

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
 

11-033 IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

ABYAN – NAURU TRANSFEREE
 

After return to Nauru – 
s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)

Contact: Amanda Little, A/g AS Detention Health Services Branch Phone: 
Division: Detention Services 
Date first prepared: 29 January 2015 
Originating Source: DIBP 

Action Officer: 
Date last Updated: 16/06/2016 - 2:57 PM 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s. 22(1)(a)
(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Document 5

Key Issues 

1. While s. 47F(1)  remains in Australia for medical treatment, s. 47F(1)  and s. 47F(1)

s. 47F(1)  will continue to seek reunification with their sister and daughter. 
2. The media interest in this case remains high. 

Consultation 

3. Consultation was not required. 

Client service implications 

4. There are no client service implications. 

Sensitivities 

5. There are sensitivities regarding the release of client information. 

Authorising Officer Contact Officer 

Kingsley Woodford-Smith 
Commander 
Regional Processing and Settlement Branch 

9/9/2015 
Ph: 

A/g Director 
Nauru Coordination Section 

Ph: 

Through: Cheryl-anne Moy, First Assistant Secretary Children, Community and Settlement 
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION
 

QUESTION TIME BRIEF (QTB)
 
ABYAN – NAURU TRANSFEREE
 

Document 8

QUESTION: 
1. Update on medical care provided to Abyan since her return to Australia 
2. Provide details of medical assistance available to all transferees in Nauru 

KEY POINTS: 
⋅	 The Department is ensuring that women transferred to Nauru receive 

appropriate health care. 

⋅	 Women at the Regional Processing Centre in Nauru have access to onsite 
health clinics including general practitioners, an obstetrician, midwives and 
mental health staff. 

⋅	 Women settled in the Nauruan community have access to a dedicated 
settlement health clinic as well as the Republic of Nauru Hospital.  Where 
additional health services are required which aren’t available on Nauru, women 
are offered transfer to Port Moresby, PNG for treatment in a modern private 
hospital. 

⋅	 Medical transfers to Australia are only undertaken in exceptional 
circumstances. 

⋅	 Abyan has been returned to Australia for medical assistance following further 
review on Nauru, organised by the Department. She is currently receiving care 
in a Brisbane hospital. 

⋅	 The Department is communicating with her legal representative. 

⋅	 This is a very private matter for the woman and it is not appropriate to discuss 
her details further. 

If asked: What care was provided to Abyan in Australia and before return to Nauru 
on 16 October 2015? 

⋅	 Following her arrival in Australia, the woman was reviewed by an IHMS GP and 
mental health nurse on several occasions. She attended an appointment and 
received counselling at the specialist clinic where the procedure was to be 
undertaken. Interpreters were utilised where required. 
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