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Attachment A – Detection results and targeting activity 

Over the past few years asbestos has been detected in a wide range of imported goods 
including gaskets, brakes, ducts, pipe spools, heating equipment and pressurised 
hoses. 

While a number of consignments containing these goods were identified by the ABF 
and intercepted, some consignments made it into the Australian community and were 
detected through other means. This point indicates that opportunities exist to refine the 
ABF’s current asbestos intervention efforts. 

Included below is an overview of asbestos detections made by the ABF during the 
period June 2011 to June 2015. s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Detection Snapshot 

Figure 1 shows the number of detections of asbestos consignments over the past four 
years. While not high in number, this figure demonstrates that goods containing 
asbestos are still being imported into Australia, regardless of its status as a prohibited 
import. Further analysis indicates a high proportion of these goods originated from 
China (57%) and the USA (17%). Other countries that have been the occasional origin 
(1-2 instances) of asbestos containing goods detected by the ABF include Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea, Canada and the Netherlands.2 
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Figure 1: Asbestos Detections by Financial Year 

Consignments 

Figure 2 shows the distribution of asbestos detections across the regional commands 
over the past four years. Higher detections in Western Australia and Queensland are 
reflective of mining and industry activity in these regions that require heavy machinery 
and industrial products and parts sourced from overseas suppliers. 

2 Detection snapshot data sourced from the Detained Goods Management System, extracted from entries containing ‘asbestos’ in 
the goods description field. 
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s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Asbestos in children’s toys 
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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As of 31 December 2015, 

s
 s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

o	 five consignment have tested positive to the presence of asbestos 

o	 two additional consignments are currently being held/assessed that are likely to result in 
seizure. 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Asbestos verification 
In November 2015, the ABF also stood up an asbestos verification operation.  With the aim to 
target certain commodities that may contain asbestos, specifically linked to the building industry.  

As of 7 January 2016, 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

o one consignment has had a positive test for asbestos which has not been formally seized 
yet 

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Responsible Officer Contact Officer 

Stephen Allen, Assistant Commissioner Erin Dale, Commander 

Border Management Customs Compliance 

Ph: s. 22(1)(a)(ii) Ph: s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Mob: s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
Mob: s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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